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The Philosophy of Design is an introduction to the fundamental philosophical
issues raised by the contemporary practice of design. The first book to
systematically examine design from the perspective of contemporary philosophy,
it offers abroad perspective, ranging across key philosophical areas such as
aesthetics, epistemology, metaphysics and ethics.

Thefirst part of the book explores central issues about the nature of design and
its products, and the rationality of design methods. A central themeisthat
Modernist ideas, such as those offered by Loos and Gropius, provide important
responses to these philosophical issues. In the second part of the book, these
Modernist ideas serve as touchstones in the exploration of key issues for design,
including: the place of aesthetics in design; design?s relation to personal
expression; the meaning of function; and design?s relation to consumerism. The
socia responsibility of designers, and the impact of design practice on ethical
reasoning are also discussed.

Written in an accessible style, The Philosophy of Design presents a new
perspective on design and a provocative reassessment of the Modernist legacy. It
will engage students and designers with current philosophical debates, helping
them to bring into clearer focus the meaning of contemporary design, and its
unique challenges and possibilities.
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The Philosophy of Design is an introduction to the fundamental philosophical issuesraised by the
contemporary practice of design. The first book to systematically examine design from the perspective of
contemporary philosophy, it offers a broad perspective, ranging across key philosophical areas such as
aesthetics, epistemology, metaphysics and ethics.

The first part of the book explores central issues about the nature of design and its products, and the
rationality of design methods. A central theme isthat Modernist ideas, such as those offered by Loos and
Gropius, provide important responses to these philosophical issues. In the second part of the book, these
Modernist ideas serve as touchstones in the exploration of key issues for design, including: the place of
aesthetics in design; design?s relation to personal expression; the meaning of function; and design?s relation
to consumerism. The social responsibility of designers, and the impact of design practice on ethical
reasoning are also discussed.

Written in an accessible style, The Philosophy of Design presents a new perspective on design and a
provocative reassessment of the Modernist legacy. It will engage students and designers with current
philosophical debates, helping them to bring into clearer focus the meaning of contemporary design, and its
unique challenges and possihilities.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This very readable and illuminating book is a must-have for designers and the students of design.”
Oxford Journal

About the Author

Glenn Parsonsis Associate Professor of Philosophy at Ryerson University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joseph Singleton:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Philosophy of Design your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in aguide
then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The
The Philosophy of Design giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at thispoint is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Keith Barnett:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people lovesto learn abook. When you
learn abook you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Philosophy of Design provide you with a new experience in reading through a
book.

Salvatore Anthony:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Philosophy of Design can be the
response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?



Willie Bergeron:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photos on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this The Philosophy of Design can make you sense more interested to read.
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