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In 1961 at the Bay of Pigs, CIA-trained and -organized Cuban exiles aiming to
overthrow Fidel Castro were soundly defeated. Most were taken prisoner by
Cuban armed forces. Fearing another U.S. invasion of its new ally, the Soviet
Union sneaked into Cuba strategic missiles tipped with nuclear warheads and
Soviet troops armed with tactical nuclear weapons. However, a U-2 spy plane
flight would soon find the Soviet missile sites, thus sparking the famous missile
crisis. For thirteen terrifying days, the world watched nervoudly as the two
superpowers moved toward escalation, holding the world' s fate in their hands.
Finally, Nikita Khrushchev blinked. He agreed to withdraw the weapons from
Cubain return for John F. Kennedy’ s pledge not to invade the island.

But what if it had not turned out this way? What if the U-2 flight had been
delayed? If the confrontation had set off a nuclear war, what would have
happened to the United States and Soviet Union in 19627 What kind of account
would a historian have written in aworld scarred by nuclear war?

Eric G. Swedin draws on research made avail able after the Soviet Union’s
collapse to examine what could have happened. Top U.S. military officersal
urged stronger action against Cuba than the naval blockade, including a bombing
campaign and even afull-scale invasion. Unknown to the Americans, meanwhile,
the Soviet Union had tactical nuclear weapons in Cuba and were prepared to use
them.

The 1962 crisis had many possible outcomes. Positing an alternate history helps
us better appreciate the dangers of that tense time. Such counterfactual
speculation shows what the Cuban missile crisis could have wrought and how it
was truly one of the most important moments of the twentieth century.
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In 1961 at the Bay of Pigs, CIA-trained and -organized Cuban exiles aiming to overthrow Fidel Castro were
soundly defeated. Most were taken prisoner by Cuban armed forces. Fearing another U.S. invasion of its new
aly, the Soviet Union sneaked into Cuba strategic missiles tipped with nuclear warheads and Soviet troops
armed with tactical nuclear weapons. However, a U-2 spy plane flight would soon find the Soviet missile
sites, thus sparking the famous missile crisis. For thirteen terrifying days, the world watched nervously as the
two superpowers moved toward escalation, holding the world’ s fate in their hands. Finally, Nikita
Khrushchev blinked. He agreed to withdraw the weapons from Cubain return for John F. Kennedy’s pledge
not to invade the idland.

But what if it had not turned out this way? What if the U-2 flight had been delayed? If the confrontation had
set off anuclear war, what would have happened to the United States and Soviet Union in 1962? What kind
of account would a historian have written in aworld scarred by nuclear war?

Eric G. Swedin draws on research made available after the Soviet Union’s collapse to examine what could
have happened. Top U.S. military officers all urged stronger action against Cuba than the naval blockade,
including a bombing campaign and even afull-scale invasion. Unknown to the Americans, meanwhile, the
Soviet Union had tactical nuclear weapons in Cuba and were prepared to use them.

The 1962 crisis had many possible outcomes. Positing an aternate history helps us better appreciate the
dangers of that tense time. Such counterfactual speculation shows what the Cuban missile crisis could have
wrought and how it was truly one of the most important moments of the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Recommended for any military or general library.”—California Bookwatch
(California Bookwatch 2011-02-14)

About the Author
Eric G. Swedin is an associate professor of history at Weber State University and the author of nine books,
including Computers. The Life Sory of a Technology. He lives near Ogden, Utah.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Otis K ozlowski:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're till students or the item for all peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book When Angels Wept: A What-If
History of the Cuban Missile Crisis. All type of book would you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Paul Ring:

This When Angels Wept: A What-If History of the Cuban Missile Crisis usually are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this When Angels Wept: A What-1f
History of the Cuban Missile Crisis can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditionsin the e-
book and printed people. Beside that this When Angels Wept: A What-If History of the Cuban Missile Crisis
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day task. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Curt Hall:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love When Angels Wept: A What-I1f History of
the Cuban Missile Crisis, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on



its called reading friends.

Michad Vines:

This When Angels Wept: A What-If History of the Cuban Missile Crisis is brand-new way for you who has
attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
When Angels Wept: A What-If History of the Cuban Missile Crisis can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in
the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereis not any in reading a
book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for aperson. So, don't
missit! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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