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Disillusionment with psychology is leading more and more people to formal
philosophy for clues about how to think about life. But most of us who try to
grapple with concepts such as reality, truth, common sense, consciousness, and
society lack the rigorous training to discuss them with any confidence. John
Searle brings these notions down from their abstract heights to the terra firma of
real-world understanding, so that those with no knowledge of philosophy can
understand how these principles play out in our everyday lives. The author
stresses that there is a real world out there to deal with, and condemns the belief
that the reality of our world is dependent on our perception of it.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
John Searle's summation of earlier writings is not just an essential tie-up volume for existing readers; it is
also a perfect introduction to the work of one of the clearest heads in the philosophy of mind. Searle's book is
a riposte to all those academics who make a career out of contradicting and complicating such default
positions as the existence of an external reality, the reality of personal consciousness, and the reasonable fit
of language to the perceived world. Certainly, we should examine these positions! But the first duty of
philosophy, Searle argues, is that it should attempt to accommodate what is known. As far as we can tell, for
example, consciousness is a biological product, but there is a long-running contention between the
materialists--whose reductive descriptions of consciousness arrive, finally, at an embarrassed denial that
consciousness exists at all--and the dualists, who cannot describe consciousness without evoking some
supernatural involvement. Neither position is tenable--each offers some corrective to the other. The good
explanation is in there somewhere, but the sheer intractability of the debate won't let it be expressed. In
situations like this, Searle argues, it is always the terms that are wrong. Terms, mind you, that in this case
include "matter," "mind," "physical," and "mental"! Searle--married as he is to common sense--is of
necessity one of our most iconoclastic and creative thinkers. --Simon Ings, Amazon.co.uk

From Publishers Weekly
For years, Searle (Intentionality; The Mystery of Consciousness; Minds, Brains, and Science), a professor of
philosophy at UC-Berkeley, has battled against philosophical fashion to insist that the world is, in fact,
intelligible to the human mind. This may sound unremarkable to laypeople. But, as Searle remarks, at a time
when postmodernism and deconstruction are in vogue, intellectuals, to be taken seriously, often must believe
that different cultures have different rationalities and that the world as a whole is unintelligible. Searle,
however, defends the naturalistic belief that there does exist a real world, which is perceivable and
comprehensible and is not changed by the angle of our observation. Among his most forceful arguments are
that consciousness is a genuine phenomenon caused by knowable physical processes; that intention is real,
produced by causal mechanisms in the brain; and that language expands the possibilities of intentionality. In
an interesting aside, Searle speculates that contemporary thinkers reject an objectivist theory because of "an
urge to power." They don't want to be answerable to the world but for the world to be answerable to them.
To Searle, however, realism "is not a theory at all but the framework within which it is possible to have
theories."
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Searle's purpose in this book is to present his views "on mind, language and society, and to explain how they
relate to each other, and how they fit into our overall contemporary conception of the universe." He starts by
considering the metaphysical concepts of reality and truth, then uses them as a basis for an explanation of the
origin and nature of mind, language, and consciousness. Such an ambitious project requires in-depth inquiry,
and Searle's attempt to write "in summary form" is indicative of what is wrong with this short work: it
contains far too little detailed, rigorous argument to be of use to philosophers, yet not enough elucidation of
the philosophical concepts to really be comprehensible to the general reader. This is unfortunate and
disappointing, since Searle (philosophy, Univ. of California, Berkeley) has done substantial work in the past.
Readers will have to consult his earlier books to understand the positions he deals with so summarily here.
Only comprehensive philosophy collections will want to acquire this.ALeon H. Brody, U.S. Office of
Personnel Mgt. Lib., Washington, DC
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernadine Williams:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their
book. One of them is this Mind, Language And Society: Philosophy In The Real World (Masterminds
(Paperback)).

Mary McHugh:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Mind, Language And Society: Philosophy In
The Real World (Masterminds (Paperback)) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism Mind, Language And Society: Philosophy In The Real World (Masterminds (Paperback)) as good
book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate
book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

James Kyles:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Mind, Language And Society:
Philosophy In The Real World (Masterminds (Paperback)) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Johnny Relyea:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Mind, Language And Society:
Philosophy In The Real World (Masterminds (Paperback)) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.
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