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American historians such as Frederick Jackson Turner have argued that the West
has been the region that most clearly defines American democracy and the
national ethos. Throughout the twentieth century, the "frontier thesis" influenced
film and television producers who used the West as a backdrop for an array of
dramatic explorations of America's history and the evolution of its culture and
values. The common themes found in Westerns distinguish the genre as a
quintessentially American form of dramatic art. In Hollywood's West, Peter C.
Rollins, John E. O'Connor, and the nation's leading film scholars analyze popular
conceptions of the frontier as a fundamental element of American history and
culture. This volume examines classic Western films and programs that span
nearly a century, from Cimarron (1931) to Turner Network Television's recent
made-for-TV movies. Many of the films discussed here are considered among the
greatest cinematic landmarks of all time. The essays highlight the ways in which
Westerns have both shaped and reflected the dominant social and political
concerns of their respective eras. While Cimarron challenged audiences with an
innovative, complex narrative, other Westerns of the early sound era such as The
Great Meadow (1931) frequently presented nostalgic visions of a simpler frontier
era as a temporary diversion from the hardships of the Great Depression.
Westerns of the 1950s reveal the profound uncertainty cast by the cold war,
whereas later Westerns display heightened violence and cynicism, products of a
society marred by wars, assassinations, riots, and political scandals. The volume
concludes with a comprehensive filmography and an informative bibliography of
scholarly writings on the Western genre. This collection will prove useful to film
scholars, historians, and both devoted and casual fans of the Western genre.
Hollywood's West makes a significant contribution to the understanding of both
the historic American frontier and its innumerable popular representations.
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American historians such as Frederick Jackson Turner have argued that the West has been the region that
most clearly defines American democracy and the national ethos. Throughout the twentieth century, the
"frontier thesis" influenced film and television producers who used the West as a backdrop for an array of
dramatic explorations of America's history and the evolution of its culture and values. The common themes
found in Westerns distinguish the genre as a quintessentially American form of dramatic art. In Hollywood's
West, Peter C. Rollins, John E. O'Connor, and the nation's leading film scholars analyze popular conceptions
of the frontier as a fundamental element of American history and culture. This volume examines classic
Western films and programs that span nearly a century, from Cimarron (1931) to Turner Network
Television's recent made-for-TV movies. Many of the films discussed here are considered among the
greatest cinematic landmarks of all time. The essays highlight the ways in which Westerns have both shaped
and reflected the dominant social and political concerns of their respective eras. While Cimarron challenged
audiences with an innovative, complex narrative, other Westerns of the early sound era such as The Great
Meadow (1931) frequently presented nostalgic visions of a simpler frontier era as a temporary diversion
from the hardships of the Great Depression. Westerns of the 1950s reveal the profound uncertainty cast by
the cold war, whereas later Westerns display heightened violence and cynicism, products of a society marred
by wars, assassinations, riots, and political scandals. The volume concludes with a comprehensive
filmography and an informative bibliography of scholarly writings on the Western genre. This collection will
prove useful to film scholars, historians, and both devoted and casual fans of the Western genre. Hollywood's
West makes a significant contribution to the understanding of both the historic American frontier and its
innumerable popular representations.
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Editorial Review

Review

""A vital study of genre.... Recommended."" -- Choice

""Definitive in its own right... powerful essays."" -- Journal of American Culture

"An excellent study that should interest film buffs, academics, and non-academics alike." -- Journal of the
West

"Another strong compilation from the editors of Film & History.... Eclectic interpretations of an institution
that will always be a part of the American landscape." -- Robert Fyne, author of The Hollywood Propaganda
of World War II

""Framed by a solid introduction and, at the back end of it, an excellent filmography and a first-rate
bibliography, Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History offers both
canonical and revisionist insights into the Western. The editors plunge into their introduction with all the
vigor of a Sooner land rush, attending to Western history, art, and scholarship at breakneck speed."" --
Armando Jose Prats, Great Plains Quarterly

About the Author
Peter C. Rollins, Regents Professor of English and American/Film studies at Oklahoma State University, is
editor of the journal Film & History. John E. O'Connor, professor in the Federated Department of History of
New Jersey Institute of Technology and Rutgers University, is founding editor of Film & History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film,



Television, and History. Try to face the book Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television,
and History as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Linda Porter:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and
History book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer connected with Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and
History content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Hollywood's West: The
American Frontier in Film, Television, and History is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

James Peterson:

Often the book Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Walter Son:

Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Hollywood's West: The American Frontier in Film, Television, and History yet doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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