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After having his face sliced off, The Joker makes his horrifying return to Gotham
City! But even for a man who’s committed a lifetime of murder, he’s more
dangerous than ever before. How can Batman protect his city and those he’s
closest to?
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Batman, Vol. 3: Death of the Family: Interview with Scott Snyder by Charlie Chang

The Joker is arguably the most popular villain in comics and in entertainment. How do you go about
tackling such an icon in not only the Joker?

Scott Snyder: For me personally, the only way to write these iconic characters when there’s 75 years of
great stories that have already been written is to make these stories personal. Assume that if you make it
personal, then that’s how you make it original. So I came up with the idea for this story when we were about
to have our second kid and I just kept finding myself wishing that I could stop worrying about the first kid
once in a while and wondering how I was going to do this again. I came to this realization that Batman has
this family and he probably thinks that same thing once in a while like, I wish I could stop worrying about
them. Then that led me to this idea that someone might ask him, “Well why don’t you just kill all of them?
That would make it easy...” and that’s the Joker right there. I knew that was the Joker, I could hear it in my
head. It was perfect, you hear that and you know he’s coming. Then it became a process of trying to develop
a story of how to go deeper and deeper and darkly into that idea.

Just a few years ago, The Dark Knight film redefined Joker when a lot of people didn’t think that
would have been possible. What’s different about this version?

Scott:I love the Heath Ledger Joker, I also love The Joker from Frank Miller’s The Dark Knight Returns and
Alan Moore’s Killing Joke, but we tried to create our version that’s both funny and almost humorously
apocalyptic in his own kind of way while at the same time giving this Joker his own look. In another book
(Detective Comics, Vol. 1) his face was cut off and we picked that up because it hadn’t been dealt with and
we turned it into something for our story where he belts on his own skin-face thing and that’s part of the
theme of this story where he’s trying to say, “Let’s look beneath the skin of this relationship and see what
you really look like beneath that mask, all of you, you fools.” So in a way, I think this is very different than
anything you’ve ever seen, especially if you love the Joker, if you’re new to comics or new to the character
at all, hopefully it’s something that gets your attention.

If you could put your favorite thing about this book, what would it be?

Scott: The thing that I love about it is how dark it is. I try to write the Joker with integrity and from the
perspective that he genuinely believes that he’s doing Batman a service by getting him to kill his own family
because he believes Batman loves his villains more than his heroes or his allies. Because ultimately what’s
going to happen is each one of them is going to die or fall to some villain and he’ll end up alone with the
villains that he keeps alive and doesn’t kill anyway. So why not just do it now? The twisted truth, brutality,
and relentlessness of that conviction is what I love about this book the most. The Joker believes he’s peeling
back the face of Batman to show a truth that’s there that Batman does not want to admit is beneath the cowl.

Some of the other writers writing the tie-ins to Death of the Family have touched on this but coming
out of this book, what are you most excited to explore after this big huge epic?



Scott: Well for me, it was never really about what happens in continuity, it was never about the idea that the
Bat family isn’t going to meet or work together anymore. That was a fun repercussion in the books but it’s
the first part of a story within a story about the Joker that I plan to continue. Its part of the relationship I’m
fascinated by and this is only one piece of it. So to me it’s really about this part, the Joker saying we love you
and you love us so why don’t you admit it.

This book is so full of rich themes and emotional characters, what do you think is the core of this book
and what is Death of the Family really all about?

Scott: This book really is a meditation on the dark and twisted nature of Batman’s relationship, both with the
Joker and with his own family. How the Joker, as evil and horrifying as he is, sometimes can extrapolate
from a kernel of truth, a horrible abomination of that truth that speaks to something that can terrify
everybody. That to me is really what this book is about and I’m very proud of that.

Review
"This is a book you need to read. Whether you're a fan of comics or not. If you're a fan of good storytelling
and can buy into the conceit that a man dressed as a bat can make a difference in the world, then there's no
better book for you than this one."—Huffington Post

"One of the best Batman runs in the history of the character. The fact that two of the biggest names in the
industry are handling the return of the Joker is just icing on the cake."—IGN

About the Author
Scott Snyder is the bestselling and award-winning writer of Batman, American Vampire and Swamp Thing as
well as the short story collection Voodoo Heart.  He teaches writing at Sarah Lawrence College, NYU and
Columbia University. He lives on Long Island with his wife, Jeanie, and his sons Jack and Emmett.  He is a
dedicated and un-ironic fan of Elvis Presley.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Batman Vol. 3:
Death of the Family (The New 52) (Batman Graphic Novel)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Barbara Shephard:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Batman Vol. 3: Death of the Family (The New 52)



(Batman Graphic Novel) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Andrew Hall:

This Batman Vol. 3: Death of the Family (The New 52) (Batman Graphic Novel) is completely new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Batman Vol. 3: Death of the Family (The New 52) (Batman Graphic Novel) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Virginia Hause:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Batman Vol. 3: Death of the Family (The
New 52) (Batman Graphic Novel) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and read it. Beside that the guide Batman Vol. 3: Death of the Family (The New 52)
(Batman Graphic Novel) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of this time.
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