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When we think of minorities--linguistic, ethnic, religious, regional, or racial--in
world politics, conflict is often the first thing that comes to mind. Indeed, discord
and tension are the depressing norms in many states across the globe: Iraq, the
former Yugoslavia, Sudan, Israel, Sri Lanka, Burma, Rwanda, and many more.
But as David Lublin points out in this magisterial survey of minority-based
political groups across the globe, such parties typically function fairly well within
larger polities. In Minority Rules, he eschews the usual approach of shining
attention on conflict and instead looks at the representation of minority groups in
largely peaceful and democratic countries throughout the world, from the tiniest
nations in Polynesia to great powers like Russia. Specifically, he examines
factors behind the electoral success of ethnic and regional parties and,
alternatively, their failure to ever coalesce to explain how peaceful democracies
manage relations between different groups. Contrary to theories that emphasize
sources of minority discontent that exacerbate ethnic cleavages--for instance,
disputes over control of natural resource wealth--Minority Rules demonstrates
that electoral rules play a dominant role in explaining not just why ethnic and
regional parties perform poorly or well but why one potential ethnic cleavage
emerges instead of another. This is important because the emergence of
ethnic/regional parties along with the failure to incorporate them meaningfully
into political systems has long been associated with ethnic conflict. Therefore,
Lublin's findings, which derive from an unprecedentedly rich empirical
foundation, have important implications not only for reaching successful
settlements to such conflicts but also for preventing violent majority-minority
conflicts from ever occurring in the first place.
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When we think of minorities--linguistic, ethnic, religious, regional, or racial--in world politics, conflict is
often the first thing that comes to mind. Indeed, discord and tension are the depressing norms in many states
across the globe: Iraq, the former Yugoslavia, Sudan, Israel, Sri Lanka, Burma, Rwanda, and many more.
But as David Lublin points out in this magisterial survey of minority-based political groups across the globe,
such parties typically function fairly well within larger polities. In Minority Rules, he eschews the usual
approach of shining attention on conflict and instead looks at the representation of minority groups in largely
peaceful and democratic countries throughout the world, from the tiniest nations in Polynesia to great powers
like Russia. Specifically, he examines factors behind the electoral success of ethnic and regional parties and,
alternatively, their failure to ever coalesce to explain how peaceful democracies manage relations between
different groups. Contrary to theories that emphasize sources of minority discontent that exacerbate ethnic
cleavages--for instance, disputes over control of natural resource wealth--Minority Rules demonstrates that
electoral rules play a dominant role in explaining not just why ethnic and regional parties perform poorly or
well but why one potential ethnic cleavage emerges instead of another. This is important because the
emergence of ethnic/regional parties along with the failure to incorporate them meaningfully into political
systems has long been associated with ethnic conflict. Therefore, Lublin's findings, which derive from an
unprecedentedly rich empirical foundation, have important implications not only for reaching successful
settlements to such conflicts but also for preventing violent majority-minority conflicts from ever occurring
in the first place.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Minority Rules by David Lublin is comparative political science at its best. The literature on ethnoregional
party success is permeated by a long-standing debate on the impact of
electoral institutions and regional authority. Lublin sets out to explore the effects of both electoral
institutions and decentralization and two key characteristics make the book a landmark study." -Arjan H.
Schakel, The Journal of Federalism Book Review'

About the Author

David Lublin is Professor of Government at American University and author of The Paradox of
Representation and The Republican South.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carmen Fields:

The actual book Minority Rules: Electoral Systems, Decentralization, and Ethnoregional Party Success has a
lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by
the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Brenda Gregg:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Minority Rules: Electoral Systems,
Decentralization, and Ethnoregional Party Success that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick Minority Rules: Electoral Systems, Decentralization, and
Ethnoregional Party Success become your own starter.

Geraldine Davis:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make



anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you is Minority Rules: Electoral Systems, Decentralization, and Ethnoregional Party Success this book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Robert Journey:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Minority Rules: Electoral Systems,
Decentralization, and Ethnoregional Party Success which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.
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