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Derek Strange and Terry Quinn, the team of private investigators who made their
stunning debut in Right As Rain, are hired to find a 14-year-old white girl from
the suburbs who's run away from home and is now working as a prostitute. The

two ex-cops think they know D.C.'s dangers, but nothing in their experience has
prepared them for Worl dwide Wilson, the pimp whose territory they're intruding
upon.

Combining inimitable neighborhood flavor, action scenes that rank among the
best in fiction, and a clear-eyed view of morality in aworld with few rules, "Hell
to Pay" is another Pelecanos masterpiece for his ever-expanding audience to
savor.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In Hell to Pay, Washington, D.C., isjust one more thug in an endless list of thugs who brutalize the poor, the
weak, and the young. The primary victim thistimeisarising star on Derek Strange's Pee Wee football team.
In this city where making T-shirts for bereaved families of young murder victimsis afull-time business, the

boy is an accidental victim in awar between drug dealers and lowlifes.

Private investigator Strange, in his second George Pelecanos outing (after 2001's Right as Rain), has seen
enough of thisface of D.C. Hisrelationship to his secretary/lover Janine sputters in the wake of increasing,
irrationa infidelities. His moral compass swingswildly as he tracks the killers, Garfield "Death" Potter and
friends. Not knowing if he can be satisfied seeing these men in prison, Strange contemplates other brands of
"justice.”

For fans of Pelecanos, al the usual trappings are here: the hyper-real dialogue, the bloody street fights, the
immersion in classic R& B, and the most current music on the streets. Pelecanos does stumble in afew
places. His narrative becomes wooden at times, and his plot features a couple of glaring coincidences (e.g.,
Strange just happens to jot down the license plate of a car that later turns out to be the one driven by the
murderers). But Pelecanosisthereal deal in noir. If Dennis Lehane owns Boston and Michael Connelly is
master of L.A., Pelecanosisdark D.C.'sintimate chronicler. --Patrick O'Kelley

From Publishers Weekly

Y ou know you're in Pelecanos country when the music begins early atrio of street thugs on their way to a
dogfight listen to "the new DM X joint on PGC, turned up loud" and continues to throb all the way through
this second book in the author's hardboiled and heartbreaking series centered around Washington, D.C.,
private detective Derek Strange. A black man in his 50s, Strange first notices these particular thugs when
they hang out around a Pee Wee football team he is coaching. Their appearance comes to seem more sinister
in retrospect, when Strange's nine-year-old star quarterback is shot and killed at an ice cream stand. While
Strange hunts for the men who shot the boy, his partner, Terry Quinn, an Irish Catholic ex-cop, gets pulled
into an attempt to save a young runaway turned prostitute from a big-time pimp and falls for one of the tough
women organizing the rescue. Meanwhile, Strange goes through a rocky period with his longtime lover (and
secretary) Janine, forced to consider what his massage-parlor habit is doing to their relationship. The novel's
turf the nontourist parts of Washington, D.C., neighborhoods where so many young black children die that
selling T-shirts with their pictures on them at their wakes and funerals has become a cottage industry was
staked out successfully in Pelecanos's earlier books about the sons and grandsons of Greek immigrants and
now is extended to focus chiefly on the District's black majority. It is Pelecanos's intimate understanding of
thisvolatile D.C. and the complexity of Strange arich, sometimes frustrating but always warmly human
character that should keep this series fresh for along time to come. (Feb. 19)Forecast: Little, Brown is
betting $100,000 in marketing dollars (not to mention a 20-city author tour) that this will be the book that
propels cult favorite Pelecanos onto the bestseller lists and they may be right. Few writers deserve a boost as
much as the hardworking, fearlesdly gritty and engagingly idiosyncratic Pelecanos.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Having debuted in Right as Rain, the interracial private investigator team of Derek Strange and Terry Quinn



here returns to the mean streets of Washington, DC. African American Strange, the older and wiser or at
least more experienced of the duo, isinitially contacted by some police officers who want him and Quinn to
find ateen runaway working as a prostitute. They accept the job, while Strange simultaneously examines the
background of the flashy fiance of afriend's daughter. Also a coach at an after-school football league,
Strange finds that his investigations impact his team, and he is made painfully aware of the precarious lives
of DC's black youth, too often victims of sudden violence. As always, Pelecanos handles the infrequent bouts
of brutal action expertly, but the heart of the book resides in the conversations about music, race, and life that
occur inthe local streets, restaurants, and bars. Pelecanos's growing body of fans won't be disappointed, and
Hell To Pay just might attract new readers who enjoy gritty urban tales of the type featured on the late,
lamented TV series Homicide. For all larger public libraries.

- Bob Lunn, Kansas City P.L., MO

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jose Ander son:

The book Hell to Pay: A Novel gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Hell to Pay: A Novel to become
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a publication Hell to Pay: A
Novel. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you
think about this guide?

Michad Stanford:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
Hell to Pay: A Novel.

Jesus Jones:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Hell to Pay: A Novel publication written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Hell to Pay: A Novel as good book not just by the
cover but also through the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its dea with, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already aerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.



Helen Scott:

ThisHell to Pay: A Novel is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little digest in reading this Hell to Pay: A Novel can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself intheform that is
certainly reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading areserve
especialy thisone. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't missit! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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