
Woman and the Demon: The Life of a
Victorian Myth

By Nina Auerbach

Woman and the Demon: The Life of a Victorian Myth By Nina Auerbach

Here is a bold new vision of Victorianculture: a study of myths of
womanhoodthat shatters the usual generalizationsabout the squeezed, crushed,
and ego-less Victorian woman.

Through copious examples drawn fromliterature, art, and biography,
Auerbachreconstructs three central paradigms:the angel/demon, the old maid, and
thefallen woman. She shows how these animate a pervasive Victorian vision of
amobile female outcast with divine anddemonic powers. Fear of such disruptive,
self-creating figures, Auerbach argues, produces the approved ideal of thedutiful,
family-bound woman. The awethey inspire associates them with characters in
literature, the only vehicles ofimmortality in whom most Victorianscould
unreservedly believe.

Auerbach looks at a wonderful variety ofsources: Svengali, Dracula, and
Freud;poets and major and minor novelistsCarlyle, John Stuart Mill, and
Ruskin;lives of women, great and unknown;Anglican sisterhoods and
Magdalenhomes; bardolatry and the theater; Pre- Raphaelite paintings and
contemporarycartoons and book illustrations. Reinterpreting a medley of
fantasies, she demonstratesthat female powers inspired a vivid mythcentral to the
spirit of the age.
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generalizationsabout the squeezed, crushed, and ego-less Victorian woman.

Through copious examples drawn fromliterature, art, and biography, Auerbachreconstructs three central
paradigms:the angel/demon, the old maid, and thefallen woman. She shows how these animate a pervasive
Victorian vision of amobile female outcast with divine anddemonic powers. Fear of such disruptive, self-
creating figures, Auerbach argues, produces the approved ideal of thedutiful, family-bound woman. The
awethey inspire associates them with characters in literature, the only vehicles ofimmortality in whom most
Victorianscould unreservedly believe.

Auerbach looks at a wonderful variety ofsources: Svengali, Dracula, and Freud;poets and major and minor
novelistsCarlyle, John Stuart Mill, and Ruskin;lives of women, great and unknown;Anglican sisterhoods and
Magdalenhomes; bardolatry and the theater; Pre- Raphaelite paintings and contemporarycartoons and book
illustrations. Reinterpreting a medley of fantasies, she demonstratesthat female powers inspired a vivid
mythcentral to the spirit of the age.
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Editorial Review

Review
A daring and important book of cultural criticism...Woman and the Demon is beautifully written and even
moving. Undertaking no less than a subversive rereading of Victorian culture, Nina Auerbach attempts to
make available to the 20th century certain aspects of that culture which we have learned to dismiss with
contempt at great cost to ourselves...Briefly her thesis is this: Where feminist criticism has consistently
exposed the repressive implications of the Victorian myth of woman as 'angel in the house,' that myth
actually disguises another dominant but unformulated myth--the myth of woman as demonic, polymorphous,
vital, dangerous and transcendent...She extends her study as comfortably to Dickens as to Brontë, to Robert
Browning as to Christina Rossetti, to Thomas Carlyle as to Florence Nightingale; and she reads these writers
on the terms traditionally offered. Yet she changes them for us irrevocably...[Her] argument is outrageous,
provocative and convincing. (George Levine New York Times Book Review)

A fascinating study which engages the reader continually...[Woman and the Demon] makes us question again
relations between art and life, literature and belief. (Jennifer Uglow Times Literary Supplement)

A study rich in intellectual probing, complex in interpretation, this is a major contribution to feminist
criticism and a noteworthy reevaluation of the recent past. (Publishers Weekly)

In her witty and incisive study of cultural myth--those systems of belief that flourish below the surface of an
age in its popular literature and art--Auerbach...reconstructs the iconography of womanhood and the ways in
which apparently complacent female types actually represented subversions of the power structure...This
readable narrative makes an important contribution to our understanding of myth, womanhood and of social
cultural history. (Julia Epstein Philadelphia Inquirer)

[A] brilliant revisionary study of the Victorian mythology of womanhood...Not only is Woman and the
Demon lively to read, but it goes beyond the depressing images of female oppression to discover a seething
energy that is another, and perhaps more liberating, truth. (Adrienne Munich Yale Review)

This is one of those extremely rare scholarly books on which the adjective ‘seminal’ can be bestowed
without the slightest misgiving. It should not take long before the book will be acclaimed as one of the few
major revaluations of Victorian literature and art. (V.C. Knoepflmacher)

Review
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About the Author
Nina Auerbach is Associate Professor of English at the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Bobbi Gonzales:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Woman and the Demon: The Life of a
Victorian Myth will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book
with you?

Peter Holmes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Woman and the Demon: The
Life of a Victorian Myth book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Jose Jones:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Woman and the Demon: The Life of a
Victorian Myth can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Beth French:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Woman and the Demon: The Life of a Victorian Myth. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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