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Just war has attracted considerable attention. The words peace and justice are
often used together. Surprisingly, however, little conceptual thinking has gone
into what constitutes a just peace. This book, which includes some of the world's
leading scholars, debates and develops the concept of just peace.

The problem with the idea of a just peace is that striving for justice may imply a
just war. In other words, peace and justice clash at times. Therefore, one often
starts from a given view of what constitutes justice, but this a priori approach
leads--especially when imposed from the outside--straight into discord. This
book presents conflicting viewpoints on this question from political, historical,
and legal perspectives as well as from a policy perspective.

This book also argues that a just peace is a mediated peace. It is just, because it is
based on conventions that are negotiated and recognized by the parties. Mutual
recognition is central: parties recognize each other as agents that have an identity.
Consent is necessary, too: all parties need to approve a solution; therefore, each
party needs to understand what allows the other to remain "self." And
renouncement: concessions are necessary, some symbols and positions need to be
sacrificed. In this sense, the Geneva Initiative--the first comprehensive Israeli-
Palestinian peace plan--is a mediated peace.

Thus the book challenges a liberal view of peace founded on norms claiming
universal scope. This liberal conception has difficulty in solving conflicts such as
civil wars characterized typically by fundamental disagreements between
different communities. Cultures make demands that are identity-defining, and
some of these defy the "cultural neutrality" that is one of the foundations of
liberalism. Thus, the concept of just peace cannot be solved within liberalism--
nor for that matter within communitarianism.
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Just war has attracted considerable attention. The words peace and justice are often used together.
Surprisingly, however, little conceptual thinking has gone into what constitutes a just peace. This book,
which includes some of the world's leading scholars, debates and develops the concept of just peace.

The problem with the idea of a just peace is that striving for justice may imply a just war. In other words,
peace and justice clash at times. Therefore, one often starts from a given view of what constitutes justice, but
this a priori approach leads--especially when imposed from the outside--straight into discord. This book
presents conflicting viewpoints on this question from political, historical, and legal perspectives as well as
from a policy perspective.

This book also argues that a just peace is a mediated peace. It is just, because it is based on conventions that
are negotiated and recognized by the parties. Mutual recognition is central: parties recognize each other as
agents that have an identity. Consent is necessary, too: all parties need to approve a solution; therefore, each
party needs to understand what allows the other to remain "self." And renouncement: concessions are
necessary, some symbols and positions need to be sacrificed. In this sense, the Geneva Initiative--the first
comprehensive Israeli-Palestinian peace plan--is a mediated peace.

Thus the book challenges a liberal view of peace founded on norms claiming universal scope. This liberal
conception has difficulty in solving conflicts such as civil wars characterized typically by fundamental
disagreements between different communities. Cultures make demands that are identity-defining, and some
of these defy the "cultural neutrality" that is one of the foundations of liberalism. Thus, the concept of just
peace cannot be solved within liberalism--nor for that matter within communitarianism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Pierre Allan has been Professor of Political Science at the University of Geneva since 1984 and Dean of the
Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences since 2001. Graduated in economic sciences in 1974 (prize "La
Suisse") of the Ecole des hautes études commerciales (HEC) of the University of Lausanne ane, in 1975,
graduated in Sociology of the Ecole des ssciences sociales et politiques of the University of Lausanne. In
1980, he obtained his PhD in Political Sciences at the Institut universitaires de hautes études internationales
(IUHEI) of the University of Geneva.

Alexis Keller is Professor at the Faculty of Law, University of Geneva. He is a former fellow of the Carr
Centre for Human Rights Policy at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. From 2002 to
2004, Dr. Keller participated actively in negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians that led to the Geneva
Accord. In April 2003, he was appointed by the Swiss Foreign Minister to serve as special representative for
the Middle East peace process. He held this post until January 2004.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this What is a Just Peace?.

Robin Martz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this What is a Just Peace? reserve written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still question What is a Just Peace? as good book not just by the
cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

John Enriquez:

This What is a Just Peace? is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it



relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having little digest in reading this What is a Just Peace? can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Ross Adams:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book What is a Just Peace? we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book What is a Just Peace?. You can more appealing
than now.
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