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This book describes various accounts of the Victorian social-problem novel,
examining their strengths and limitations in the light of the historiographical
assumptions which underlie them. An alternative historical account is offered,
which focuses on the novels' intellectual milieu - specifically on mid-Victorian
concepts of 'the social' and of what was understood by the term 'social problem'.
In detailed readings of individual works, the book argues that an appreciation of
these concepts permits new ways of understanding the contradictions identified
in these works together with their apparently 'conservative' politics.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The critical history of Victorian social-problem novels maps many of the changes in the theory and practice
of literary history in the second half of the twentieth century. Josephine M. Guy's account of various critical
responses to these enduringly popular works examines a range of approaches, particulary those of historicist,
new-historicist and Marxist critics. Her own critical account of the sub-genre is built around close readings
of such core texts as Hard Times, Mary Barton, North and South, Sybil, Alton Locke and Felix Holt. By
focusing on the intellectual context in which these novels were produced - on the Victorians' debates about
'the social'and their understanding of what is meant by a 'social problem' - she recharacterises an important
moment in mid-nineteenth-century literary history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarence Riley:

Often the book The Victorian Social-Problem Novel: The Market, the Individual and Communal Life will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The Victorian
Social-Problem Novel: The Market, the Individual and Communal Life is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lucinda Smith:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Victorian Social-Problem Novel: The Market, the Individual
and Communal Life why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Loretta Tellis:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. The Victorian Social-Problem Novel: The Market, the Individual and Communal Life can be
your answer since it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.



Jack Rolfes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The
Victorian Social-Problem Novel: The Market, the Individual and Communal Life.
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