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The theme of the Metamorphoses is change and transformation, as illustrated in
Graeco-Roman myth and legend. On this ostensibly unifying thread Ovid strings
together a vast and kaleidoscopic sequence of brilliant narratives, in which the
often paradoxical and always arbitrary fates of his human and divine characters
reflect the never-ending flux and reflux of the universe itself.

ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable
volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate
text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for
further study, and much more.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Notes are very helpful indeed."--L. Cahoon, Gettysburg College

"Of the English translations now available, Melville's new version is the only that reproduces the grace,
speed, and nervous tension of Ovid's original. It is a rare achievement."--Richard P. Martin, Princeton
University

"An excellent translation, elegant and accurate."--Simone Turbeville, University of Texas, Arlington

"Melville has chosen blank verse, pleasantly varied by rhymed couplets to round off each sequence. His
narrative is taut...his vocabulary vivid and flexible, his speeches pungent or powerful, and his command of
wit a delight."--Classical Review

"If Ovid wanted to read himself in English, he should certainly be happy with Melville's translation, which
eloquently captures a great deal of his urbanity, wit, and sentiment in an expressive blank verse that is itself a
bit of a wonder."--Thomas Clayton, Chairman, University of Minnesota

"The translation is readable and tells the tales with charm, and the notes are truly excellent."--Carol R.
Hershenson, Xavier University

"Excellent poetic rendition, at reasonable price. Thank you. I shall order a whole library of Oxford World's
Classics."--Dr. Barbara Huval, Lamar University

"Reads compellingly--as Ovid should. Students enjoy [this work] greatly."--Ann Lauinger, Sarah Lawrence
College

"I like this translation very much. I used it this semester and will continue to use it."--Gregory M. Malion,
University of New Hampshire



"I shall regularly adopt this edition to use in my mythology class. It is the best paperback edition around:
readable translations, episodes have titles, glossary and original line numbers on top of page."--Cliff
Brockman, St. John Fisher College

About the Author
Publius Ovidius Naso, a Roman poet known to the English-speaking world as Ovid, wrote on topics of love,
abandoned women, and mythological transformations. Ranked alongside Virgil and Horace as one of the
three canonical poets of Latin literature, Ovid was generally considered the greatest master of the elegiac
couplet.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Harrison:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book Metamorphoses (Oxford World's Classics) was making you
to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The guide Metamorphoses (Oxford World's Classics) is not only giving you much more
new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Metamorphoses (Oxford World's Classics). You
never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jack Young:

The knowledge that you get from Metamorphoses (Oxford World's Classics) is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Metamorphoses (Oxford World's Classics) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having that Metamorphoses (Oxford World's Classics) instantly.

Lloyd Schuler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Metamorphoses (Oxford World's Classics)
reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Metamorphoses
(Oxford World's Classics) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that
can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.



Connie Nixon:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Metamorphoses (Oxford World's Classics) provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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