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From legendary FBI profiler John Douglas and Mark Olshaker -- authors of the
nonfiction international bestsellers Mindhunter, Journey into Darkness, and
Obsession -- comes an unprecedented, insightful look at the root of all crime.
Every crime is a mystery story with a motive at its heart. With the brilliant
insight he brought to his renowned work inside the FBI's elite serial-crime unit,
John Douglas pieces together motives behind violent sociopathic behavior. He
not only takes us into the darkest recesses of the minds of arsonists, hijackers,
bombers, poisoners, assassins, serial killers, and mass murderers, but also the
seemingly ordinary people who suddenly kill their families or go on a rampage in
the workplace.
Douglas identifies the antisocial personality, showing surprising similarities and
differences among various types of deadly offenders. He also tracks the
progressive escalation of those criminals' sociopathic behavior. His analysis of
such diverse killers as Lee Harvey Oswald, Theodore Kaczynski, and Timothy
McVeigh is gripping, but more importantly, helps us learn how to anticipate
potential violent behavior before it's too late.
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From legendary FBI profiler John Douglas and Mark Olshaker -- authors of the nonfiction international
bestsellers Mindhunter, Journey into Darkness, and Obsession -- comes an unprecedented, insightful look at
the root of all crime.
Every crime is a mystery story with a motive at its heart. With the brilliant insight he brought to his
renowned work inside the FBI's elite serial-crime unit, John Douglas pieces together motives behind violent
sociopathic behavior. He not only takes us into the darkest recesses of the minds of arsonists, hijackers,
bombers, poisoners, assassins, serial killers, and mass murderers, but also the seemingly ordinary people who
suddenly kill their families or go on a rampage in the workplace.
Douglas identifies the antisocial personality, showing surprising similarities and differences among various
types of deadly offenders. He also tracks the progressive escalation of those criminals' sociopathic behavior.
His analysis of such diverse killers as Lee Harvey Oswald, Theodore Kaczynski, and Timothy McVeigh is
gripping, but more importantly, helps us learn how to anticipate potential violent behavior before it's too late.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
What makes people kill? Specifically, what are the motivations behind serial, mass, and spree killings?
Drawing from cases such as the mass murder in Dunblane, Scotland, in which a lone gunman mowed down
16 children and their teacher, the still-unsolved Tylenol poisonings, and the Unabomber, former FBI profiler
John Douglas and coauthor Mark Olshaker try to explain the unthinkable. What sets The Anatomy of Motive
apart from so many of the theories about these horrific acts of violence is that Douglas and Olshaker have no
obvious political agenda. They don't look for easy answers and they don't provide easy solutions. They do,
however, offer some insight into the twisted kind of thinking that can lead a person to believe that the
solution to his problems lies in bloodshed. They also provide some danger signs that may help to identify the
potentially violent criminal before he has a chance to act out his morbid fantasies. While The Anatomy of
Motive is undeniably horrifying, it is also illuminating, and Douglas and Olshaker approach their topic with
grace and insight. --Lisa Higgins

From Publishers Weekly
A volume of case studies by Douglas, the former chief profiler at the FBI's legendary behavioral sciences
unit, and Olshaker has become an annual event, from 1995's Mind Hunter to last year's Obsession. Here, the
duo exhume the victims of Andrew Cunanan, Charles Whitman, Theodore Kaczynski and many others for
insight into the killers' minds. Douglas's formula is deceptively simple: "WHY? + HOW? = WHO." But
since serial killers are rarely caught through profiling, the formula is better expressed as "WHO + HOW =
WHY." Douglas is tops in the field. He was among the first to suggest that the Atlanta child murderer was
African-American, and he delivered a dead-on profile of Scottish mass-murderer Thomas Watt Hamilton on
live TV based on preliminary news accounts. Still, most of what's here will be familiar to readers of other
profiling books: the lonely white male with an obsessive sense of his own failure who tortured animals, wet
his bed and played with matches as a child. Though Douglas promises to explain the differences among
bombers, arsonists, shooters, cutters and stranglers, his profiles too often cleave to predictable, reductive
formulations. Both Lee Harvey Oswald and Jack Ruby are characterized as "paranoid losers"; Timothy
McVeigh is "a scrawny, pissed-off young hick." As always, Douglas and Olshaker deliver an entertaining
read, but fewer case studies presented with more depth would better inform and educate the amateur profiler.
(June)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The team that brought you Mindhunter and other best sellers on tracking criminals is back with more.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Warren Damron:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Anatomy of Motive your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get



previous to. The The Anatomy of Motive giving you another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Nicole Oneal:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Anatomy of Motive that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick The Anatomy of
Motive become your own starter.

George Oneal:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Anatomy of Motive can be the reply, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Roy Larson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Anatomy of Motive was filled with regards to science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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