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What's the use of sociology? The question has been asked often enough and it
leaves a lingering doubt in the minds of many. At a time when there is
widespread scepticism about the value of sociology and of the social sciences
generally, this short book by one of the world's leading thinkers offers a
passionate, engaging and important statement of the need for sociology.

In a series of conversations with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester,
Zygmunt Bauman explains why sociology is necessary if we hope to live fully
human lives. But the kind of sociology he advocates is one which sees 'use' as
more than economic success and knowledge as more than the generation of facts.
Bauman makes a powerful case for the practice of sociology as an ongoing
dialogue with human experience, and in so doing he issues a call for us all to start
questioning the common sense of our everyday lives. He also offers the clearest
statement yet of the principles which inform his own work, reflecting on his life
and career and on the role of sociology in our contemporary liquid-modern
world.

This book stands as a testimony to Bauman's belief in the enduring relevance of
sociology. But it is also a call to us all to start questioning the world in which we
live and to transform ourselves from being the victims of circumstance into the
makers of our own history. For that, at the end of the day, is the use of sociology.
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minds of many. At a time when there is widespread scepticism about the value of sociology and of the social
sciences generally, this short book by one of the world's leading thinkers offers a passionate, engaging and
important statement of the need for sociology.

In a series of conversations with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester, Zygmunt Bauman explains why
sociology is necessary if we hope to live fully human lives. But the kind of sociology he advocates is one
which sees 'use' as more than economic success and knowledge as more than the generation of facts. Bauman
makes a powerful case for the practice of sociology as an ongoing dialogue with human experience, and in so
doing he issues a call for us all to start questioning the common sense of our everyday lives. He also offers
the clearest statement yet of the principles which inform his own work, reflecting on his life and career and
on the role of sociology in our contemporary liquid-modern world.

This book stands as a testimony to Bauman's belief in the enduring relevance of sociology. But it is also a
call to us all to start questioning the world in which we live and to transform ourselves from being the
victims of circumstance into the makers of our own history. For that, at the end of the day, is the use of
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Editorial Review

Review
"In What Use is Sociology?, Bauman peels back this hegemonic veneer, asking not what counts as sociology,
but rather, what use is sociology? Via this shift, he encourages sociological practitioners to move beyond
being blind followers of the latest sociologicaltrends. Instead, through self-reflexive analysis of his own
work, Bauman provides a rare backstage glimpse into an engaged sociology that places people’s concerns at
its centre as central to its mission."
Sociology

"What Use is Sociology? is a series of intimate conversations, which mine Bauman’s more than half a
century of experience in the disciple—discussions which revisit truisms of the “sociological imagination”
and which are littered with interesting anecdotes and asides particular to Bauman’s own intellectual journey.
Bauman’s answers reveal the depth of his moral commitments and breadth of his critical engagement."
LSE Review of Books

"Sociology's principle purpose is to rouse people out of indifference and into action and it is this transition
from inert to active knowledge that Bauman convincingly argues can bring about real change."
Morning Star

About the Author
Zygmunt Bauman (1925-2017) was Professor Emeritus of Sociology at the University of Leeds. His many
books have become international bestsellers and have been translated into more than thirty languages.

Michael Hviid Jacobsen is Professor of Sociology in the Department of Sociology and Social Work,
Aalborg University, Denmark. He has published extensively on issues such as social theory, death and dying,
and methodology.

Keith Tester is Professor of Sociology at the University of Hull. He has published widely in sociology and
is recognised as one of the leading interpreters of the work of Zygmunt Bauman.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dana Gallo:

This What Use is Sociology?: Conversations with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester are usually
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this What Use is
Sociology?: Conversations with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester can be one of many great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information
that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this What Use is
Sociology?: Conversations with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Edith Ward:

The book untitled What Use is Sociology?: Conversations with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester is
the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of What Use is
Sociology?: Conversations with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Karyn Turner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this What Use is Sociology?:
Conversations with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester e-book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
doubt What Use is Sociology?: Conversations with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester as good book
not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its
handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Gary Ritchie:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or thinking
skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. What Use is Sociology?: Conversations with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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