
Plotting Gothic

By Stephen Murray

Plotting Gothic By Stephen Murray

A historian of medieval art and architecture with a rich appreciation of literary
studies, Stephen Murray brings all those fields to bear on a new approach to
understanding the great Gothic churches of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.

Plotting Gothic positions the rhetoric of the Gothic as a series of three
interlocking plots: a spatial plot tied to the material construction of the churches,
a social plot stemming from the collaborative efforts that made Gothic output
possible, and a rhetorical plot involving narratives that treat the churches as
objects of desire. Drawing on the testimony of three witnesses involved in church
building—Abbot Suger of Saint-Denis, Gervase of Canterbury, and the image
maker Villard de Honnecourt—and a range of secondary sources, Murray traces
common patterns in the way medieval buildings were represented in words and
images. Our witnesses provide vital information about the way the great churches
of Gothic were built and the complexity of their meanings. Taking a fresh
approach to Gothic architecture, Plotting Gothic offers an invigorating new way
to understand some of the most lasting achievements of the medieval era.
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A historian of medieval art and architecture with a rich appreciation of literary studies, Stephen Murray
brings all those fields to bear on a new approach to understanding the great Gothic churches of the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries.

Plotting Gothic positions the rhetoric of the Gothic as a series of three interlocking plots: a spatial plot tied to
the material construction of the churches, a social plot stemming from the collaborative efforts that made
Gothic output possible, and a rhetorical plot involving narratives that treat the churches as objects of desire.
Drawing on the testimony of three witnesses involved in church building—Abbot Suger of Saint-Denis,
Gervase of Canterbury, and the image maker Villard de Honnecourt—and a range of secondary sources,
Murray traces common patterns in the way medieval buildings were represented in words and images. Our
witnesses provide vital information about the way the great churches of Gothic were built and the complexity
of their meanings. Taking a fresh approach to Gothic architecture, Plotting Gothic offers an invigorating new
way to understand some of the most lasting achievements of the medieval era.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The real joy of the book [is] seeing how the witnesses, builders and rulers transform thought into stone and
mortar. . . . A doorway to understanding how the power of Gothic came to be and why it resounds and
amazes even to our time.”
(Manhattan Book Review)

“Murray expertly intertwines his interlocutors' narrative with a wealth of scholarly information, and while
his overall narrative is linear, as each chapter builds on the previous, he tells many interconnected stories that
demonstrate his own love affair with the subject, providing a window into the motives and feelings of the
people who lived Gothic.”
(ARLIS/NA Reviews)

“A compact overview of the phenomenon of Gothic architecture. . . . Although some of Murray’s
conclusions may be controversial, the discussion they generate can only be beneficial to the continued study
of the great Gothic structures of the Middle Ages. Recommended.”
(Choice)

“This book is full of invigorating observations on three of the most iconic witnesses of Gothic.”

 
(Journal of the British Archaeological Association)

“Plotting Gothic is not a new book about an old subject; it’s a new kind of architectural history.  Murray
reads cathedrals as objects of desire by those who planned and built them . . . and makes us see them with
avid eyes.”
(Stephen G. Nichols, author of Romanesque Signs: Early Medieval Narrative and Iconography)

“With insight and verve, Murray pries open the major rhetorical constructions of Gothic—writings that
nurtured Gothic’s emergence and bore witness to its contemporary reception—and in the process reconciles,
indeed synthesizes, them in a totally novel way. Murray’s reputation among art historians and medievalists
will galvanize a wide audience for this book; his innovative approach to historiography and discourse
analysis will attract even more readers. There is really nothing comparable in the recent literature on Gothic
architecture and art.”
(Mitchell B. Merback, author of Pilgrimage and Pogrom: Violence, Memory, and Visual Culture at the Host-
Miracle Shrines of Germany and Austria)

“This book, more than any other I know, evokes the participatory excitement in experiencing a medieval
masterpiece. Murray’s premise is that (despite marks of the ‘push and shove of real life’ upon them) the great
medieval cathedrals possess legible plots, motives, and designs on their experiencing subjects. Balancing
stories told about them and stories they tell, he freshens the discussion of medieval architecture in an entirely
welcome way. This is a risk-taking study, truly rather than just gesturally interdisciplinary, and the risks pay
off.”
(Paul Strohm, author of Theory and the Premodern Text)



About the Author

Stephen Murray is the Lisa and Bernard Selz Professor of Medieval Art History at Columbia University
and the author of many books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

The book Plotting Gothic make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Plotting Gothic to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a e-book Plotting Gothic. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Silvia McElroy:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Plotting Gothic is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Bella Singer:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Plotting Gothic as your daily resource information.

Charles Shrader:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Plotting Gothic that give your
fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Plotting
Gothic become your current starter.
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