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"Politics is a gateway to a broader and better understanding of human nature,
society, and the world." This idea has inspired each edition of
UNDERSTANDING POLITICS: IDEAS, INSTITUTIONS, AND ISSUES.
Thomas Magstadt's book provides in-depth coverage of contemporary political
issues and calls attention to the more enduring underlying questions. With its
intense, engaging "politics are pertinent" theme, the 12th edition will fascinate
you with its analysis of three fundamental premises: politics is a pervasive force
in modern society; government is too important to be left in the hands of a few;
and everyone has the opportunity to participate in public life in a democracy.
This edition focuses on vital topics and concepts such as democracy, dictatorship,
ideology, citizenship, voting behavior, elections, public policy, leadership, war,
revolution, foreign policy, world politics, and international law.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book compares very well against other leading introductory textbooks. The chapters are well
organized, the writing style is clear and engaging, and the topics are amply illustrated. Its up-to-date
information gives it a fresh face and enhances its scholarship, which covers all areas of political science.
Overall, it is a great introduction to politics and political science."

"Thomas Magstadt's Understanding Politics compares very favorably with other political science textbooks
already on the market. The sheer breadth of chapters covered, the maps and illustrations, the pedagogical
notes and insets, the succinct length of the chapters, and the currency of the facts and figures make it a great
resource for instructors and students alike."

About the Author
Thomas Magstadt earned his doctorate at the Johns Hopkins Schools of Advanced International Studies
(SAIS). He is the author NATIONS AND GOVERNMENTS: COMPARATIVE POLITICS IN REGIONAL
PERSPECTIVE, Sixth Edition, (Wadsworth Publishing, 2011), and AN EMPIRE IF YOU CAN KEEP IT:
POWER AND PRINCIPLE IN AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY (CQ Press, 2004). He has also published
numerous journal articles, policy papers, and op-ed pieces, and is a regular contributor to Nation of Change,
an on-line daily newspaper. He has chaired political science departments at Augustana College (Sioux Falls)
and the University of Nebraska (Kearney), and has taught at the Thunderbird School, the Air War College,
and the University of Missouri--Kansas City. In the 1980s, he served for a time as a foreign intelligence
analyst at the Central Intelligence Agency. He was a Fulbright Scholar in the Czech Republic from 1994 to
1996. From 2007 to 2010, he lectured on the European Union at the University of Kansas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kirsten Muncy:

The book Understanding Politics: Ideas, Institutions, and Issues can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book Understanding Politics: Ideas, Institutions, and Issues? A few of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Understanding Politics: Ideas, Institutions, and Issues has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Torres:

This Understanding Politics: Ideas, Institutions, and Issues are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Understanding Politics: Ideas, Institutions, and Issues can be one of
many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with



information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Understanding
Politics: Ideas, Institutions, and Issues forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Ginger Beals:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Understanding Politics: Ideas, Institutions, and
Issues can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Nila Cobb:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Understanding Politics: Ideas, Institutions, and Issues this guide consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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