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The best-selling author of Hunting Unicorns returns with a stirring and
suspenseful tale of love and the quest for freedom, vividly set in the wild lands
between Arizona and the Mexican border. On the run from her claustrophobic
marriage in London, Alice Coleman moves her two small children to the
American desert hoping to find the solitude she craves but hadn’t thought
possible. But the vast and unruly southwest has room for the dreams of more than
one fugitive—from Benjamin, an abandoned mining town’s Mexican caretaker,
to the immigrants who risk their lives to cross the border, to the laconic cowboy
Duval, who Alice finds herself falling for. What seemed idyllic turns deadly as
Alice must decide how much she is willing to sacrifice in order to preserve not
only her freedom, but Benjamin and Duvall’s as well. Building to a blistering
climax, Midnight Cactus is both a perilous love story and a compelling
exploration of the tension between unrealized dreams and the pull of family.
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The best-selling author of Hunting Unicorns returns with a stirring and suspenseful tale of love and the quest
for freedom, vividly set in the wild lands between Arizona and the Mexican border. On the run from her
claustrophobic marriage in London, Alice Coleman moves her two small children to the American desert
hoping to find the solitude she craves but hadn’t thought possible. But the vast and unruly southwest has
room for the dreams of more than one fugitive—from Benjamin, an abandoned mining town’s Mexican
caretaker, to the immigrants who risk their lives to cross the border, to the laconic cowboy Duval, who Alice
finds herself falling for. What seemed idyllic turns deadly as Alice must decide how much she is willing to
sacrifice in order to preserve not only her freedom, but Benjamin and Duvall’s as well. Building to a
blistering climax, Midnight Cactus is both a perilous love story and a compelling exploration of the tension
between unrealized dreams and the pull of family.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Restless and unfulfilled, Alice Coleman jumps at the chance to spend a year away from London and her
officious, workaholic developer husband, Robert. Accompanied only by her young children, Jack and
Emmy, Alice arrives in Temerosa, Ariz., a ghost town her husband bought, to oversee the renovation of the
decrepit property into a resort. Unprepared for life in the remote desert community, Alice finds herself
immersed in a harsh climate filled with deadly wildlife, illegal immigrants, immigrant traffickers and
vigilante border guards. The construction crew working on her expansive property, she suspects, are illegals,
as is the maid she hires in a fit of "wretched middle class guilt." Meanwhile, Alice is drawn into a flirtation
with handsome local crew leader Henry Duval, whose rugged charm covers his own dark secrets. Robert
joins the family in Temerosa and gets sucked into a murder investigation involving Henry, and things get
dire. Pollen (Hunting Unicorns) creates a scorching landscape and a large, finely drawn cast, and her
portrayal of the pressure-cooker atmosphere along the border is notable for its lack of preachiness. The
ongoing immigration debate can't hurt sales potential. (Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Alice Coleman, looking to escape her unhappy marriage to a brash British businessman, uproots her kids and
flees to Temerosa, Arizona, the site of one of her husband's failed business schemes. She decides to
reactivate his project to turn the bleak mining town into a resort with the help of kindly Mexican caretaker
Benjamin, who recommends hiring reticent cowboy Duval as the contractor. The arid Southwest is so
different from her urban existence in London that Alice and her children must adjust not only to the
deceptively dangerous desert climate but also to the cowboy culture and the border politics. Soon Alice finds
herself drawn to Duval and the tragic secret that has led him to his clandestine work helping impoverished
immigrants desperate to cross the border and often preyed upon by both corrupt guides and American land
barons. Best known for the romantic comedy Hunting Unicorns (2004), Pollen tells a darker story here but
also deftly mixes in comical dialogue from the Coleman kids, a beautifully evoked desert setting, and an
intriguing romance. Joanne Wilkinson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"A delightful and rewarding novel, with moments of startling beauty ... Pollen is entirely in control of her
material, perfectly pacing the book to tantalizingly unravel secrets. The setting is as enigmatic as the
eccentric characters.... Successfully marries literary and commercial fiction ... compelling ... intelligent and
provocative." -- Kim Aikman

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dasilva:

The experience that you get from Midnight Cactus will be the more deep you looking the information that
hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but Midnight Cactus giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this specific Midnight Cactus instantly.

Jonathan Head:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Midnight Cactus, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Michael Bennett:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will
be Midnight Cactus.

Maria Carlin:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Midnight Cactus was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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