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This book provides an introduction to compositional semantics and to the
syntax/semantics interface. It is rooted within the tradition of model theoretic
semantics, and develops an explicit fragment of both the syntax and semantics of
a rich portion of English.

Professor Jacobson adopts a Direct Compositionality approach, whereby the
syntax builds the expressions while the semantics simultaneously assigns each a
model-theoretic interpretation. Alongside this approach, the author also presents
a competing view that makes use of an intermediate level, Logical Form. She
develops parallel treatments of a variety of phenomena from both points of view
with detailed comparisons. The book begins with simple and fundamental
concepts and gradually builds a more complex fragment, including analyses of
more advanced topics such as focus, negative polarity, and a variety of topics
centering on pronouns and binding more generally. Exercises are provided
throughout, alongside open-ended questions for students to consider. The
exercises are interspersed with the text to promote self-discovery of the
fundamentals and their applications.

The book provides a rigorous foundation in formal analysis and model theoretic
semantics and is suitable for advanced undergraduate and graduate students in
linguistics, philosophy of language, and related fields.
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This book provides an introduction to compositional semantics and to the syntax/semantics interface. It is
rooted within the tradition of model theoretic semantics, and develops an explicit fragment of both the syntax
and semantics of a rich portion of English.

Professor Jacobson adopts a Direct Compositionality approach, whereby the syntax builds the expressions
while the semantics simultaneously assigns each a model-theoretic interpretation. Alongside this approach,
the author also presents a competing view that makes use of an intermediate level, Logical Form. She
develops parallel treatments of a variety of phenomena from both points of view with detailed comparisons.
The book begins with simple and fundamental concepts and gradually builds a more complex fragment,
including analyses of more advanced topics such as focus, negative polarity, and a variety of topics centering
on pronouns and binding more generally. Exercises are provided throughout, alongside open-ended questions
for students to consider. The exercises are interspersed with the text to promote self-discovery of the
fundamentals and their applications.

The book provides a rigorous foundation in formal analysis and model theoretic semantics and is suitable for
advanced undergraduate and graduate students in linguistics, philosophy of language, and related fields.
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Editorial Review

Review
A simple and intuitive hypothesis about the relation between form and meaning is that every principle of
grammar that says something about the syntactic composition of two expressions also says something about
the meaning of the resulting complex expression. This hypothesis, known as direct compositionality, can
sometimes appear difficult to maintain in the face of the complexity of human language, in which structure
and meaning often seem to be related in fairly abstract ways. And yet Pauline Jacobson has shown
conclusively in her work over the past thirty-five years how this approach can lead to insightful analyses and
significant new discoveries about the nature of meaning. Now Jacobson has distilled this work into a new
textbook in which she skilfully leads students through the complexities of building a theory of the syntax-
semantics interface from the ground up, taking direct compositionality as the guiding principle but also
engaging with other perspectives on the relation between syntax and semantics and identifying points of
divergence and convergence. This book masterfully equips students with the technical and formal skills that
will allow them to engage with contemporary work in semantic theory. Chris Kennedy, University of
Chicago This is a welcome and unique addition to the growing selection of textbooks in formal semantics.
With just the right mixture of empirical challenge and technical detail, it will work well as a stand-alone text
for novice semanticists. At the same time, more advanced students will benefit from this accessible
introduction to direct compositionality, and more broadly from the book's lessons in thinking about the
foundations and architecture of linguistic theory. Irene Heim, MIT

About the Author

Pauline Jacobson is currently Professor of Cognitive, Linguistic, and Psychological Sciences at Brown
University. She has held visiting appointments at Ohio State University and Harvard University, and has
been a Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Her research is
mainly concerned with constructing formal models of the semantics and syntax of natural language - and in
particular on the way that the syntax and the semantics interact. Her work has been published in a number of
journals, including Journal of Semantics, Natural Language Semantics, and Linguistics and Philosophy, and
she is co-editor, with Chris Barker, of Direct Compositionality (OUP 2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Compositional Semantics: An
Introduction to the Syntax/Semantics Interface (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) book as starter and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.



Silvia Smedley:

This Compositional Semantics: An Introduction to the Syntax/Semantics Interface (Oxford Textbooks in
Linguistics) are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Compositional Semantics: An Introduction to the Syntax/Semantics Interface (Oxford Textbooks in
Linguistics) can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Compositional Semantics: An Introduction to the Syntax/Semantics Interface
(Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Rose Buck:

The actual book Compositional Semantics: An Introduction to the Syntax/Semantics Interface (Oxford
Textbooks in Linguistics) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Opal Moffett:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Compositional Semantics: An Introduction to the Syntax/Semantics Interface (Oxford
Textbooks in Linguistics) when you needed it?
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