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In classical Greece women were almost entirely excluded from public life. Yet
the feminine was accorded a central place in religious thought and ritual. This
volume explores the often paradoxical centrality of the feminine in Greek culture,
showing how out of sight was not out of mind. The contributors adopt
perspectives from awide range of disciplines, such as archaeology, art history,
psychology and anthropology, in order to investigate various aspects of religion
and cult. They include the part played by women in death ritual, the role of
heroines, and the fact that goddesses had no childhood, at the same time posing
questions about how we know what rituals meant to their participants.

The Sacred and the Feminine in Ancient Greeceisalively and colourful
exploration of the ways in which religion and ritual reveal women's importance
in the Greek polis, showing how ideol ogies about female roles and behaviour
were both endorsed and challenged in the realm of the sacred.
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In classical Greece women were almost entirely excluded from public life. Y et the feminine was accorded a
centra place in religious thought and ritual . This volume explores the often paradoxical centrality of the
feminine in Greek culture, showing how out of sight was not out of mind. The contributors adopt
perspectives from awide range of disciplines, such as archaeology, art history, psychology and
anthropology, in order to investigate various aspects of religion and cult. They include the part played by
women in death ritual, the role of heroines, and the fact that goddesses had no childhood, at the same time
posing questions about how we know what rituals meant to their participants.

The Sacred and the Feminine in Ancient Greeceisalively and colourful exploration of the ways in which
religion and ritual reveal women's importance in the Greek polis, showing how ideologies about female roles
and behaviour were both endorsed and challenged in the realm of the sacred.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Students on Classical Civilisation courses at both school and undergraduate level will immediately
find useful these essays, which are scholarly yet approachable for non-specialists. The contributorsare
all expertsin fields whose essays ar e without exception stimulating and clear. Footnotes ar e full
enough for the scholar but not daunting for students, and the bibliography cited isrecent and
professionally surveyed.' - The Anglo-Hellenic Review

About the Author

Sue Blundell is apart time lecturer in Classical Civilisation at Birkbeck College, University of London and
Associate Lecturer for the Open University. Sheisthe author of Women in Ancient Greece (British Museum
Press, 1995)

Margaret Williamson is Senior Lecturer in Classical Studies at St. Mary's University College, University of
Surrey. She is the author of Sappho's Immortal Daughters (Harvard University Press, 1995).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christopher Price:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Sacred and the Feminine in Ancient Greece.

L oraine Brown:

The book The Sacred and the Feminine in Ancient Greece can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like abook The Sacred
and the Feminine in Ancient Greece? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book The Sacred and the Feminine in Ancient Greece has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Julie Flanagan:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be



consider any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Sacred and the Feminine in Ancient Greece as your
daily resource information.

Henry Woods:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide The Sacred and the Feminine in Ancient Greece was filled about
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
book. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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