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Like all best friends, George and Martha do everything together—go to the
movies, play at the beach, and just hang around not doing much of anything.
George and Martha teach each other (and adoring readers) that even in a close
friendship, privacy is important, practical jokes can sometimes backfire, and
among other things, pouring split pea soup into your loafers to spare the chef’s
feelings is not the best-laid plan. A man with a talent for friendship, James
Marshall defined its very essence in his stories about the world’s two best
friends. In this volume, all thirty-five episodes are brought together to celebrate
friendship and two of the most lovable characters ever created. Each of these
brief tales is filled with humor, and James Marshall’s drawings are guaranteed to
spark feelings of empathy, delight, and self-recognition.

This collector’s edition includes an introduction by Maurice Sendak as well as
appreciations by some of the top authors and illustrators working in children’s
publishing today.It is a true testament to James Marshall as an author, as an artist,
and as a person that his work and his life inspired such a diverse and immensely
talented group. Noted children’s book historian Anita Silvey provides an
afterword.
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Like all best friends, George and Martha do everything together—go to the movies, play at the beach, and
just hang around not doing much of anything. George and Martha teach each other (and adoring readers) that
even in a close friendship, privacy is important, practical jokes can sometimes backfire, and among other
things, pouring split pea soup into your loafers to spare the chef’s feelings is not the best-laid plan. A man
with a talent for friendship, James Marshall defined its very essence in his stories about the world’s two best
friends. In this volume, all thirty-five episodes are brought together to celebrate friendship and two of the
most lovable characters ever created. Each of these brief tales is filled with humor, and James Marshall’s
drawings are guaranteed to spark feelings of empathy, delight, and self-recognition.

This collector’s edition includes an introduction by Maurice Sendak as well as appreciations by some of the
top authors and illustrators working in children’s publishing today.It is a true testament to James Marshall as
an author, as an artist, and as a person that his work and his life inspired such a diverse and immensely
talented group. Noted children’s book historian Anita Silvey provides an afterword.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Like all best friends, George and Martha do everything together--go to the movies, play at the beach, and just
hang around not doing much of anything. No matter that they happen to be gigantic hippopotami, they learn
the same lessons humans do about the ups and downs of true friendship. George and Martha teach each other
(and adoring readers) that even in a close friendship, privacy is important, practical jokes can sometimes
backfire, and among other things, pouring split pea soup into your loafers to spare the chef's feelings is not
the best laid plan.

What's remarkable about the stories in this wonderful collection is the emotion James Marshall infuses into
his understated, charming text and illustrations. Each brief tale is always humorous, never preachy, and his
drawings--deceptively simple in appearance--are guaranteed to spark feelings of empathy, delight, and self-
recognition. Maurice Sendak, in his foreword to this 25th anniversary compilation edition of all 35 stories,
notes, "Those dear, ditzy, down-to-earth hippos bring serious pleasure to everybody, not only to children.
They are time-capsule hippos who will always remind us of a paradise in publishing and--both seriously and
comically--of the true, durable meaning of friendship under the best and worst conditions." (Ages 4 and up)

Review

"Marshall...was a lion in children's publishing, and the humanity and humor of this lovely book will delight
both children and adults."--The Buffalo News

"Young readers will enjoy having these hilarious and heartwarming stories about these two delightful
characters in one easy-to-access place, while adults will value the commentary, which touches upon
Marshall’s personality as well as his artistic genius."--SLJ Extra Helping

"[George and Martha] remain . . . two of the more elegant and finely detailed characters in children's
literature . . . The new George and Martha: The Complete Stories of Two Best Friends will guarantee at least
a month of delightful bedtimes. It will produce belly laughs to be treasured by the moms, dads and
grandparents."--The Sunday Plain Dealer

"The stories are super short—indeed, that is part of their charm—and always leave readers and listeners
wanting more. The best reviews come from the little experts who sit on laps and hear these stories for the
first or 500th time. George and Martha are, quite simply, tons of fun."--BookPage

Wichita Eagle, Great Gift Recommendations 2008

About the Author

James Marshall (1942–1992) created dozens of exuberant and captivating books for children, including The
Stupids, Miss Nelson Is Missing!, and the ever-popular George and Martha books. Before creating his canon
of classic, hilarious children’s books, James Marshall played the viola, studied French, and received a
master’s degree from Trinity College. He also doodled. It was the doodles, and the unforgettable characters
that emerged from them, that led him to his life’s work as one of the finest creators of children’s books of the



twentieth century. In 2007, James Marshall was posthumously awarded the Laura Ingalls Wilder medal for
his lasting contribution to literature for children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Green:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book George and Martha: The Complete
Stories of Two Best Friends Collector's Edition (George & Martha Early Reader (Library)) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Joshua Johnson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that George and Martha: The
Complete Stories of Two Best Friends Collector's Edition (George & Martha Early Reader (Library)) book
as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Debra Durso:

The e-book with title George and Martha: The Complete Stories of Two Best Friends Collector's Edition
(George & Martha Early Reader (Library)) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. That book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Raymond Brown:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is George and Martha: The Complete Stories of Two Best Friends
Collector's Edition (George & Martha Early Reader (Library)) this e-book consist a lot of the information on
the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The



dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study
when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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