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Nobel Prize-winning novelist J. M. Coetzee is one of the most widely taught
contemporary writers, but also one of the most elusive. Many critics who have
addressed his work have devoted themselves to rendering it more accessible and
acceptable, often playing down the features that discomfort and perplex his
readers.

Yet it is just these features, Derek Attridge argues, that give Coetzee's work its
haunting power and offer its greatest rewards. Attridge does justice to this power
and these rewards in a study that serves as an introduction for readers new to
Coetzee and a stimulus for thought for those who know his work well. Without
overlooking the South African dimension of his fiction, Attridge treats Coetzee
as a writer who raises questions of central importance to current debates both
within literary studies and more widely in the ethical arena. Implicit throughout
the book is Attridge's view that literature, more than philosophy, politics, or even
religion, does singular justice to our ethical impulses and acts. Attridge follows
Coetzee's lead in exploring a number of issues such as interpretation and literary
judgment, responsibility to the other, trust and betrayal, artistic commitment,
confession, and the problematic idea of truth to the self.
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Nobel Prize-winning novelist J. M. Coetzee is one of the most widely taught contemporary writers, but also
one of the most elusive. Many critics who have addressed his work have devoted themselves to rendering it
more accessible and acceptable, often playing down the features that discomfort and perplex his readers.

Yet it is just these features, Derek Attridge argues, that give Coetzee's work its haunting power and offer its
greatest rewards. Attridge does justice to this power and these rewards in a study that serves as an
introduction for readers new to Coetzee and a stimulus for thought for those who know his work well.
Without overlooking the South African dimension of his fiction, Attridge treats Coetzee as a writer who
raises questions of central importance to current debates both within literary studies and more widely in the
ethical arena. Implicit throughout the book is Attridge's view that literature, more than philosophy, politics,
or even religion, does singular justice to our ethical impulses and acts. Attridge follows Coetzee's lead in
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Editorial Review

Review

"An introduction for readers new to Coetzee and a stimulus for thought to those who know his work well."

(Fabula)

A CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title, 2006
(Outstanding Academic Titles, 2006 CHOICE 2006-01-01)

"An important milestone in the critical reception of Coetzee's ongoing oeuvre."
(Peggy Kamuf Year's Work in Critical and Cultural Theory)

"An accessible, readable analysis of Coetzee's oeuvre. . . . [Attridge's] overall theoretical argument, that
modernism holds some insights worth revisiting in the contemporary global context, is powerful. He
provides a strong example of how we might move toward a deeper consideration of the ethical force that
literature can have for both the reader and the critic."
(Antonia Smith H-Net Book Review)

"Attridge's study is not simply a comprehensive and up-to-date discussion of Coetzee's writing but also a
compelling meditaiton on what literature is and what it does to its readers. [It] not only convinces us of the
significance of Coetzee's novels but also of the significance of Attridge as a literary critic."
(Mark Libin English Studies in Canada)

About the Author

Derek Attridge is professor of English at the University of York. He is the author or editor of numerous
works, including Peculiar Language, Joyce Effects, Meter and Meaning, Poetic Rhythm, and The Singularity
of Literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul McKinney:

Here thing why this particular J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in the Event are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in
the Event giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no reserve that similar with J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in the Event. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in the Event in e-book can be your alternative.



Anthony Sierra:

This J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in the Event usually are reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading:
Literature in the Event can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in the
Event forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lillian Carlucci:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in the
Event why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Robert Hightower:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading:
Literature in the Event was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book J. M.
Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading: Literature in the Event has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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