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Can a legion" of demons convey a message? As Michael Willett Newheart
asserts, a study of the Gerasene (Mark5:1-20) and the demons Jesus cast from
him can indeed carry an important message of faith. Although the Gerasene may
have suffered from mental illness, he (like other minor characters with major
significance) exercised faith in a way the disciples did not.

Newheart interfaces narrative and psychological criticism with historical
perspectives, cultural examination, and poetic reflection to create the first book-
length treatment of the Gerasene demoniac. Chapter One, *The Gerasene's Story:
Literary Criticism, - focuses on the narrative analysis, and discusses the story
through the angle of Jesus as teacher, healer, and Gerasene the healed follower.
Chapter Two, *The Gerasene's Soul: Psychological Criticism, - brings to light the
psychoanalytic perspective of Mark 5:1-20. Ideal for students of the Bible,
Gerasene's story demonstrates faith in a way that may help readers vicariously
experience relief from their maladies.

Michael Willett Newheart, PhD, is associate professor of New Testament
language and literature at the Howard University School of Divinity. He is the
author of Word and Soul, published by Liturgical Press.
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Can a legion" of demons convey a message? As Michael Willett Newheart asserts, a study of the Gerasene
(Mark5:1-20) and the demons Jesus cast from him can indeed carry an important message of faith. Although
the Gerasene may have suffered from mental illness, he (like other minor characters with major significance)
exercised faith in a way the disciples did not.

Newheart interfaces narrative and psychological criticism with historical perspectives, cultural examination,
and poetic reflection to create the first book-length treatment of the Gerasene demoniac. Chapter One, *The
Gerasene's Story: Literary Criticism, - focuses on the narrative analysis, and discusses the story through the
angle of Jesus as teacher, healer, and Gerasene the healed follower. Chapter Two, *The Gerasene's Soul:
Psychological Criticism, - brings to light the psychoanalytic perspective of Mark 5:1-20. Ideal for students of
the Bible, Gerasene's story demonstrates faith in a way that may help readers vicariously experience relief
from their maladies.

Michael Willett Newheart, PhD, is associate professor of New Testament language and literature at the
Howard University School of Divinity. He is the author of Word and Soul, published by Liturgical Press.
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Editorial Review

Review

. . . competent, suggestive and interesting.
Irish Theological Quarterly

Newheart’s book is filled with real, and fragile, life. It is profoundly at the service of this most important of
tasks.
The Furrow

Newheart brings his Afro-American life experiences, adding a different dimension. He also brings his poetic
expertise to his writing. It is perhaps in showing the variety of analytical perspectives in criticism that
Newheart’s book will be most valued. His clear, conversational style will also be appreciated.
Catholic Library Review

Readers of Michael Willett Newheart’s exploration of the Markan story of the Gerasene demoniac will find
both scholarship and passion in full measure in these pages. Newheart writes in a lively and unusual style,
and students using this book will be introduced to biblical studies in a unique and enjoyable (even
entertaining!) fashion.
Review of Biblical Literature

No one else has contributed this kind of collection of ideas about the story of the demoniac.
Kamila Blessing

Personal, political, poetic, powerful. Newheart's little book has big aims: to introduce students and laity to
biblical narrative criticism and psychological criticism - with touches of reader-response criticism, cultural
and post-colonial criticism, and an European American's appreciation of African American experience and
poetry thrown in at the end - and all through the telling and retelling of Mark's story of the Gerasene
demoniac. It's a tall order, but a whale of a tale! As Newheart warns his readers, 'don't get the impression that
biblical studies in general is this much fun!' - though I think it can be, as people allow themselves to take the
text more seriously, and therefore play with it.
Elizabeth Struthers Malbon, Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University, VA

This first book-length treatment of the Gerasene Demoniac is a page-turner. Armed with the tools of
narrative criticism, reader-response criticism, autobiographical and psychological criticism, Michael
Newheart invites the reader to probe the 'deep human stories' at work in the story of the demoniac, the story
of Mark the evangelist, the story of the reader, and of Newheart himself. Working in the vanguard of
psychological biblical criticism, Newheart demonstrates lucidly how the psychoanalytic theory of Freud, the



archetypal psychology of Jung, the scapegoat theories of René Girard, and the social-psychological theories
of Afro-Caribbean psychiatrist Frantz Fanon, help us understand the first century world of the demoniac and
our own. It is an engaging read that invites a return trip for further consideration of Newheart's lively and
probing insights.
Wayne G. Rollins, Adjunct Professor of Scripture, Hartford Seminary; Professor Emeri

Michael Newheart brings the richness of African American culture and diverse biblical methodology to bear
on the gospel versions of the cure of the Gerasene demoniac.
The Bible Today

About the Author

Michael Willett Newheart, PhD, is associate professor of New Testament language and literature at the
Howard University School of Divinity. He is the author of Word and Soul, published by Liturgical Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled My Name is Legion: The Story and Soul of the
Gerasene Demoniac (Interfaces series) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Larry Dolin:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love My Name is Legion: The Story and Soul of
the Gerasene Demoniac (Interfaces series), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Kenneth Kan:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is My Name is Legion: The Story and Soul of the Gerasene Demoniac
(Interfaces series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming



precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Larry Valadez:

You can get this My Name is Legion: The Story and Soul of the Gerasene Demoniac (Interfaces series) by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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