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From the trials of families experiencing divorce, as in Anne Fine’s Madame
Doubtfire, to the childcare problems highlighted in Jacqueline Wilson’s Tracy
Beaker, it might seem that the traditional family and the ideals that accompany it
have long vanished. However, in The Family in English Children’s Literature,
Ann Alston argues that this is far from the case. She suggests that despite the
tales of family woe portrayed in children’s literature, the desire for the happy,
contented nuclear family remains inherent within the ideological subtexts of
children’s literature. Using 1818 as a starting point, Alston investigates families
in children’s literature at their most intimate, focusing on how they share their
spaces, their ideals of home, and even on what they eat for dinner. What emerges
from Alston’s study are not so much the contrasts that exist between periods, but
rather the startling similarities of the ideology of family intrinsic to children’s
literature. The Family in English Children’s Literature sheds light on who
maintains control, who behaves, and how significant children’s literature is in
shaping our ideas about what makes a family "good."
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ann Alston lectures at the University of the West of England in Bristol, UK,  with a focus in Welsh
Children’s Literature and nineteenth-century constructions of the child. She received her Ph.D in Children’s
Literature at Cardiff University, Wales, in 2005.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Family in English Children's Literature (Children's
Literature and Culture). Try to make the book The Family in English Children's Literature (Children's
Literature and Culture) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

James Cooper:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Family in English Children's Literature (Children's Literature and Culture), you may tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

Marina Tijerina:

The book untitled The Family in English Children's Literature (Children's Literature and Culture) is the book
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Family in English Children's Literature



(Children's Literature and Culture) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Bernice Capps:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Family in English
Children's Literature (Children's Literature and Culture) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.
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