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A magisterial new one-volume history of the British Isles from the Romans
to the present day, by six of our most prestigious and engaging historians
 
In A World by Itself, six distinguished British historians offer the most definitive
and compelling history of the British Isles to date. Tracing the political, religious,
and material cultures from the Romans to the present day, it is at once an urgent
reassessment of our shared past and an inspirational celebration of British
history. It focuses on the major themes and most dramatic moments of the last
two millenia, from the Romans to reformation, revolution to restoration, wars
both civil and global, and the enduring question of what it means to be "British."
History, like the present, is always changing, and scholarship on the history of
the British Isles is currently experiencing a golden age. The breakdown of
modernism, the eclipse of the Marxist tradition and of the "Whig interpretation"
that sees all history as progress, combined with the trajectories of nationalism in
Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, have all generated unprecedented intellectual
activity. Nor has the world stood still: the collapse of communism, the issues of
integration into the EU, and the advance of multiculturalism have led more and
more people in the English-speaking world as a whole to sense that their
collective landscape now.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Confident and fascinating . . . a well-crafted, footnote-free and thorough history of the British Isles
containing some brilliant set-pieces and narrative overviews. . . . damned good."  —Observer

"The book is an antidote to the excitable revisionism and literary extravagance of other recent histories . . .
redraw[s] the broad outlines of Britain's story, underscoring continuity as much as change and showing how
unpredictable the nation's history has always been. . . . a very good book to have on the shelf."  —Financial
Times

About the Author

Formerly of Peterhouse College, Cambridge, and All Souls College, Oxford, Jonathan Clark is currently
Hall Distinguished Professor of British History at the University of Kansas. James Campbell, until 2002
Professor of Medieval History at Oxford, is a Fellow of the British Academy. John Gillingham is Emeritus
Professor of History at LSE and the Fellow of the British Academy. Jenny Wormald is an Honorary Fellow
of the University of Edinburgh, and formerly of St Hilda's College, Oxford. William D. Rubinstein is
Professor of History at the Universty of Wales, Aberystwyth. Lord Robert Skidelsky is Emeritus Professor
of Political Economy at Warwick University, and author of a multi-award-winning three-volume biography
of the economist John Maynard Keynes.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

This A World by Itself: A History of the British Isles (Pimlico) book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This particular A World by Itself: A History of the British Isles (Pimlico) without we realize teach
the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A World by
Itself: A History of the British Isles (Pimlico) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This A World by
Itself: A History of the British Isles (Pimlico) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Marcus Musick:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This A World by Itself: A History of the British Isles (Pimlico) book is readable
by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading



through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with A World by Itself: A History of the British Isles (Pimlico) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking A World by Itself: A History of the British Isles (Pimlico) is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Marcus Laws:

The book untitled A World by Itself: A History of the British Isles (Pimlico) is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of A World by Itself: A History of the
British Isles (Pimlico) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Richard Ma:

This A World by Itself: A History of the British Isles (Pimlico) is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having A World by Itself: A History of the British Isles (Pimlico) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or
fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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