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The debut novel from critically-acclaimed and New York Times–bestselling
author of On Such a Full Sea.

In Native Speaker, author Chang-rae Lee introduces readers to Henry Park. Park
has spent his entire life trying to become a true American—a native speaker. But
even as the essence of his adopted country continues to elude him, his Korean
heritage seems to drift further and further away.

Park's harsh Korean upbringing has taught him to hide his emotions, to remember
everything he learns, and most of all to feel an overwhelming sense of alienation.
In other words, it has shaped him as a natural spy.

But the very attributes that help him to excel in his profession put a strain on his
marriage to his American wife and stand in the way of his coming to terms with
his young son's death. When he is assigned to spy on a rising Korean-American
politician, his very identity is tested, and he must figure out who he is amid not
only the conflicts within himself but also within the ethnic and political tensions
of the New York City streets.

Native Speaker is a story of cultural alienation. It is about fathers and sons, about
the desire to connect with the world rather than stand apart from it, about loyalty
and betrayal, about the alien in all of us and who we finally are.
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The debut novel from critically-acclaimed and New York Times–bestselling author of On Such a Full
Sea.

In Native Speaker, author Chang-rae Lee introduces readers to Henry Park. Park has spent his entire life
trying to become a true American—a native speaker. But even as the essence of his adopted country
continues to elude him, his Korean heritage seems to drift further and further away.

Park's harsh Korean upbringing has taught him to hide his emotions, to remember everything he learns, and
most of all to feel an overwhelming sense of alienation. In other words, it has shaped him as a natural spy.

But the very attributes that help him to excel in his profession put a strain on his marriage to his American
wife and stand in the way of his coming to terms with his young son's death. When he is assigned to spy on a
rising Korean-American politician, his very identity is tested, and he must figure out who he is amid not only
the conflicts within himself but also within the ethnic and political tensions of the New York City streets.

Native Speaker is a story of cultural alienation. It is about fathers and sons, about the desire to connect with
the world rather than stand apart from it, about loyalty and betrayal, about the alien in all of us and who we
finally are.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Korean-American Henry Park is "surreptitious, B+ student of life, illegal alien, emotional alien, Yellow
peril: neo-American, stranger, follower, traitor, spy ..." or so says his wife, in the list she writes upon leaving
him. Henry is forever uncertain of his place, a perpetual outsider looking at American culture from a
distance. As a man of two worlds, he is beginning to fear that he has betrayed both -- and belongs to neither.

From Publishers Weekly
Espionage acts as a metaphor for the uneasy relationship of Amerasians to American society in this eloquent,
thought-provoking tale of a young Korean-American's struggle to conjoin the fragments of his personality in
culturally diverse New York City. Raised in a family and culture valuing careful control of emotions and
appearances, narrator Henry Park, son of a successful Korean-American grocer, works as an undercover
operative for a vaguely sinister private intelligence agency. He and his "American wife," Lelia, are
estranged, partly as a result of Henry's stoical way of coping with the recent death of their young son. Henry
is also having trouble at work, becoming emotionally attached to the people he should be investigating.
Ruminating on his upbringing, he traces the path that has led to his present sorrow; as he infiltrates the staff
of a popular Korean-American city councilman, he discovers the broader, societal context of the issues he
has been grappling with personally. Writing in a precise yet freewheeling prose that takes us deep into
Henry's head, first-novelist Lee packs this story, whose intrigue is well measured and compelling, with
insights into both current political events and timeless questions of love, culture, family bonds and identity.
This is an auspicious debut for Riverhead Books, Putnam's new division. First serial to Granta; QPB
selection; audio rights to Brilliance; author tour.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Assigned to spy on a fellow Korean American, Henry Park faces an acute crisis of cultural conscience. LJ's
reviewer found Henry a "wonderful, honest creation."
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

The book Native Speaker make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Native Speaker to be your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a reserve Native Speaker.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this guide?



Jose Suh:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other people. When you read this Native Speaker, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Edward Upton:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Native Speaker, you could enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Todd Porter:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Native Speaker. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring
you from one place to other place.
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