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The population of wartime Japan (1940–1945) has remained a largely faceless
enemy to most Americans thanks to the distortions of US wartime propaganda,
popular culture, and news reports. At a time when this country’s wartime
experiences are slowly and belatedly coming into focus, this remarkable book by
Samuel Yamashita offers an intimate picture of what life was like for ordinary
Japanese during the war. Drawing upon diaries and letters written by servicemen,
kamikaze pilots, evacuated children, and teenagers and adults mobilized for war
work in the big cities, provincial towns, and rural communities, Yamashita lets us
hear for the first time the rich mix of voices speaking in every register during the
course of the war.

Here is the housewife struggling to feed her family while supporting the war
effort; the eager conscript from snow country enduring the harshest, most abusive
training imaginable in order to learn how to fly; the Tokyo teenagers made to
work in wartime factories; the children taken from cities to live in the
countryside away from their families and with little food and no privacy; the
Kyushu farmers pressured to grow ever more rice and wheat with fewer hands
and less fertilizer; and the Kyoto octogenarian driven to thoughts of suicide by
his inability to contribute to the war. How these ordinary Japanese coped with
wartime hardships and dangers, and how their views changed over time as
disillusionment, impatience, and sometimes despair set in, is the story that
Yamashita’s book brings to the American reader. A history of life during war,
Daily Life in Wartime Japan, 1940–1945 is also a glimpse of a now-vanished
world.
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The population of wartime Japan (1940–1945) has remained a largely faceless enemy to most Americans
thanks to the distortions of US wartime propaganda, popular culture, and news reports. At a time when this
country’s wartime experiences are slowly and belatedly coming into focus, this remarkable book by Samuel
Yamashita offers an intimate picture of what life was like for ordinary Japanese during the war. Drawing
upon diaries and letters written by servicemen, kamikaze pilots, evacuated children, and teenagers and adults
mobilized for war work in the big cities, provincial towns, and rural communities, Yamashita lets us hear for
the first time the rich mix of voices speaking in every register during the course of the war.

Here is the housewife struggling to feed her family while supporting the war effort; the eager conscript from
snow country enduring the harshest, most abusive training imaginable in order to learn how to fly; the Tokyo
teenagers made to work in wartime factories; the children taken from cities to live in the countryside away
from their families and with little food and no privacy; the Kyushu farmers pressured to grow ever more rice
and wheat with fewer hands and less fertilizer; and the Kyoto octogenarian driven to thoughts of suicide by
his inability to contribute to the war. How these ordinary Japanese coped with wartime hardships and
dangers, and how their views changed over time as disillusionment, impatience, and sometimes despair set
in, is the story that Yamashita’s book brings to the American reader. A history of life during war, Daily Life
in Wartime Japan, 1940–1945 is also a glimpse of a now-vanished world.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Offers many insights into the wartime experiences of Japanese housewives and children, city dwellers and
farmers, civilians and servicemen."—Journal of Japanese Studies

"This is a very important book, the best study in English of how Japanese people conducted themselves
during the war. As a child living in Japan at that time, I experienced much of what Yamashita writes about.
His empirical data as well as broad observations are impeccable. The book will make a major contribution
not only to the study of the Second World War but also to twentieth-century world history."?Akira Iriye,
author of Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War and Power and Culture: The Japanese-American
War, 1941–1945

"Daily Life in Wartime Japan, 1940–1945 should be read by anyone who wishes to reflect on the state of
militarized modernity and meanings of total war."?Lisa Yoneyama, author of Hiroshima Traces: Time,
Space, and the Dialectics of Memory

"Sam Yamashita seamlessly weaves diverse diarists’ accounts, from schoolchildren to kamikaze pilots, into
simply the best account in English of everyday life on wartime Japan’s home front."?Edward Drea, author
of Japan’s Imperial Army: Its Rise and Fall, 1853–1945

"A remarkable companion to his recent translations of Japanese wartime diaries, Sam Yamashita gives us a
thoughtful and highly readable account of everyday life during the Asia-Pacific War. A wonderful addition
to the social history of twentieth century Japan."?Louise Young, author of Beyond the Metropolis: Second
Cities and Modern Life in Interwar Japan

“This is a vivid story of the Japanese people on the home front?of concerted efforts, hard work, and
endurance to win the war and eventual preparation for possible American invasion of the homeland.
Especially heartbreaking is the tale of young children (third- through sixth-grade students) in the big cities,
who were forced to evacuate in group to the countryside against their indulging parents. By fully exploring
an unexploited aspect, mainly through the examination of diaries, Yamashita makes a significant
contribution to the history of the Pacific War."?Yasuhide Kawashima, author of The Tokyo Rose Case:
Treason on Trial

About the Author
Samuel Hideo Yamashita is Henry E. Sheffield Professor of History at Pomona College and author of Leaves
from an Autumn of Emergencies: Selections from the Wartime Diaries of Ordinary Japanese.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want



something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Daily Life in Wartime Japan,
1940-1945 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) to read.

Susanne Pineda:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Daily Life in
Wartime Japan, 1940-1945 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) suitable to you? The actual book was written
by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Daily Life in Wartime Japan, 1940-1945
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover))is the main of several books in which everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Andrew Thompson:

You can get this Daily Life in Wartime Japan, 1940-1945 (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Bernetta Smith:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Daily Life in Wartime Japan, 1940-1945 (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and read it. Beside that the publication Daily Life in Wartime Japan, 1940-1945 (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of the time.
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