
How to Stage Greek Tragedy Today

By Simon Goldhill

How to Stage Greek Tragedy Today By Simon Goldhill

From the stages of Broadway and London to university campuses, Paris, and the
bourgeoning theaters of Africa, Greek tragedy remains constantly in production.
This global revival, in addition to delighting audiences, has highlighted both the
promise and the pitfalls of staging ancient masterpieces in the modern age.
Addressing the issues and challenges these performances pose, renowned
classicist Simon Goldhill responds here to the growing demand for a
comprehensive guide to staging Greek tragedy today.

In crisp and spirited prose, Goldhill explains how Aeschylus, Euripides, and
Sophocles conceived their works in performance and then summarizes
everything we know about how their tragedies were actually staged. The heart of
his book tackles the six major problems facing any company performing these
works today: the staging space and concept of the play; the use of the chorus; the
actor’s role in an unfamiliar style of performance; the place of politics in tragedy;
the question of translation; and the treatment of gods, monsters, and other strange
characters of the ancient world. Outlining exactly what makes each of these
issues such a pressing difficulty for modern companies, Goldhill provides
insightful solutions drawn from his nimble analyses of some of the best recent
productions in the United States, Britain, and Continental Europe.

One of the few experts on both Greek tragedy and contemporary performance,
Goldhill uses his unique background and prodigious literary skill to illuminate
brilliantly what makes tragedy at once so exciting and so tricky to get right. The
result will inspire and enlighten all directors and performers—not to mention the
growing audiences—of ancient Greek theater.
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From the stages of Broadway and London to university campuses, Paris, and the bourgeoning theaters of
Africa, Greek tragedy remains constantly in production. This global revival, in addition to delighting
audiences, has highlighted both the promise and the pitfalls of staging ancient masterpieces in the modern
age. Addressing the issues and challenges these performances pose, renowned classicist Simon Goldhill
responds here to the growing demand for a comprehensive guide to staging Greek tragedy today.

In crisp and spirited prose, Goldhill explains how Aeschylus, Euripides, and Sophocles conceived their
works in performance and then summarizes everything we know about how their tragedies were actually
staged. The heart of his book tackles the six major problems facing any company performing these works
today: the staging space and concept of the play; the use of the chorus; the actor’s role in an unfamiliar style
of performance; the place of politics in tragedy; the question of translation; and the treatment of gods,
monsters, and other strange characters of the ancient world. Outlining exactly what makes each of these
issues such a pressing difficulty for modern companies, Goldhill provides insightful solutions drawn from his
nimble analyses of some of the best recent productions in the United States, Britain, and Continental Europe.

One of the few experts on both Greek tragedy and contemporary performance, Goldhill uses his unique
background and prodigious literary skill to illuminate brilliantly what makes tragedy at once so exciting and
so tricky to get right. The result will inspire and enlighten all directors and performers—not to mention the
growing audiences—of ancient Greek theater.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Simon Goldhill’s new book is enthralling. A ‘can’t put down’ and a ‘forever reread.’ His detailed analyses
of so many past productions are rare and exciting. His unfolding of the Greek texts and the many different
translations is both instructive and exhilarating. He reveals the contradictions within the specific structures of
the characters, and also of the chorus, in a way that every actor will be grateful for. I never saw any of the
productions he describes, explains, and analyzes, but I have an unforgettable second-hand memory of them,
thanks to his own knowledge and keen joy in his subject.”
(Vanessa Redgrave)

"Priceless. . . . [Goldhill's] approach is at once deeply informed by the best academic scholarship and no less
deeply rooted in a commonsense understanding of what works on stage. The result is one of the most
instructive and lucidly written books about theater to have been published in recent years. No one whose
interest in drama is more than merely casual should pass it by."
(Terry Teachout Commentary 2007-12-14)

"Goldhill proffers a refreshingly light-footed guide to Greek tragedy for the would-be director or actor,
uncluttered by the minutiae of scholarship and yet underpinned by authority. . . . The sections on the
individual plays are lucid and highly informative."
(Finoa Macintosh Literary Review)

"It isn't often we see the idiom 'How to' prefacing the title of an academic study. In this sense, Simon
Goldhill's no-nonsense How to Stage Greek Tragedy Today, is singular, but in more important ways such as
organization and utility, Goldhill's book is equally impressive."
(Timothy Dugan Bryn Mawr Classical Review)

"A thoughtful and eminently readable contribution to performance criticism and reception studies amply
illustrated by many of the major productions of Greek tragedy over the last generation. . . . [Goldhill] brings
a sensitive ear and eye not only to the literary and cultural aspects of Greek tragedy but also to the texts as
scripts for perfomance. This study will be highly useful to theatre practitioners, to experts in the field, and to
beginning actors and students. With its wealth of examples drawn from modern productions . . . it is, like
Greek tragedy itself, both timely and timeless."
(James T. Svendsen Text and Presentation)

"Generally Goldhill is an excellent guide to the plays he discusses, both ancient and modern. . . . Goldhill's
book offers valuable help to those unfamiliar with staging Greek tragedy."
(Rush Rehm Classical World)

About the Author

Simon Goldhill is professor in Greek literature and culture at the University of Cambridge. He is the author
of many books, including Love, Sex & Tragedy, also published by the University of Chicago Press.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

This book untitled How to Stage Greek Tragedy Today to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

William Holt:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying How to Stage Greek Tragedy
Today that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you are able to pick How to Stage Greek Tragedy Today become your starter.

Michael Beebe:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like How to Stage Greek Tragedy Today
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Stephanie Carter:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and How to Stage Greek Tragedy
Today or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes How to Stage Greek Tragedy Today to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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