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From the creator of the Emmy Award-winning Downton Abbey...

"The English, of all classes as it happens, are addicted to exclusivity. Leave three
Englishmen in a room and they will invent a rule that prevents a fourth joining
them."

The best comedies of manners are often deceptively simple, seamlessly blending
social critique with character and story. In his superbly observed first novel,
Julian Fellowes, creator of the Masterpiece sensation Downton Abbey and winner
of an Academy Award for his original screenplay of Gosford Park, brings us an
insider's look at a contemporary England that is still not as classless as is
popularly supposed.

Edith Lavery, an English blonde with large eyes and nice manners, is the
daughter of a moderately successful accountant and his social-climbing wife.
While visiting his parents' stately home as a paying guest, Edith meets Charles,
the Earl Broughton, and heir to the Marquess of Uckfield, who runs the family
estates in East Sussex and Norfolk. To the gossip columns he is one of the most
eligible young aristocrats around.

When he proposes. Edith accepts. But is she really in love with Charles? Or with
his title, his position, and all that goes with it?

One inescapable part of life at Broughton Hall is Charles's mother, the shrewd
Lady Uckfield, known to her friends as "Googie" and described by the narrator---
an actor who moves comfortably among the upper classes while chronicling their
foibles---"as the most socially expert individual I have ever known at all well.
She combined a watchmaker's eye for detail with a madam's knowledge of the
world." Lady Uckfield is convinced that Edith is more interested in becoming a
countess than in being a good wife to her son. And when a television company,
complete with a gorgeous leading man, descends on Broughton Hall to film a
period drama, "Googie's" worst fears seem fully justified.

In Snobs, a wickedly astute portrait of the intersecting worlds of aristocrats and
actors, Julian Fellowes establishes himself as an irresistible storyteller and a
deliciously witty chronicler of modern manners.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Listeners will have little trouble believing that reader Morant was born into the rarified
world that serves as the setting for this gossipy tale. He narrates with the lightest of touches, truisms about
the English upper crust rolling off his tongue with powerful understatement. Fellowes is the author of the
Oscar Award–winning screenplay Gosford Park, and his deliciously satiric debut highlights the foibles and
snobbery of the contemporary British upper classes. Morant effortlessly embodies the narrator, a jovial
unnamed actor content to remain an observer of his own social class, and he does an equally fine job
portraying the people under the narrator's purview. With the proper blend of disdain and understanding,
Morant gives voice to the social-climbing Edith Lavery, who marries to advance herself, but his
interpretation of Edith's mother-in-law, Lady Uckfield, trumps even this achievement. As Fellowes explains,
"Googie" always speaks in an intimate, girlish tone, as if she's letting one in on savory gossip, but listeners
don't have to take his word for it. Morant tackles this delicious characteristic with gusto while still revealing
the three-dimensional character underneath.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
Fellowes, a late bloomer who wrote the script for "Gosford Park," again portrays the British upper class in
his début novel. One Edith Lavery marries up, snagging the Earl of Broughton, a man who lives for his
country estates and thanks his wife after each of their brief sexual encounters. Edith soon takes up with a
handsome actor and runs for cover from her mother-in-law, the formidable Googie. The polite firefights that
ensue are very readable, but their presentation is somewhat muddled. Fellowes, who, the dust jacket reveals,
has a son named Peregrine and a dachshund named Fudge, may identify too closely with this social stratum.
Although he convincingly portrays the habits of the entitled, they escape the skewering that the title leads us
to expect. The result is a watered-down satire that eventually becomes an apologia for Edwardian England,
where everyone knew his place and no one was tacky.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Booklist
As the Academy Award-winning screenwriter of Gosford Park, Fellowes proved himself to be an arch
observer of the quirks and customs of the British upper crust. Fast-forwarding half a century, he turns his
attention to more contemporary characters still mired in the same class affectations and divisions. Beautiful
Edith Lavery, an unabashed middle-class social climber, hits the jackpot when she snags the heir to an
earldom. Not only is Charles Broughton titled but his clan has actually managed to maintain and increase the
fabulous family fortune. Alas, life on the ancestral estate is not all that it is cracked up to be, and Edith soon
grows weary of her dominating mother-in-law and bored with her stolid husband. After an unfortunate yet
titillating dalliance, everyone stiffens their lips in proper public-school fashion and carries on admirably.
This delightful comedy of manners good-naturedly lampoons a class of people whose artificiality is so inbred
it becomes positively genuine. Veddy British, what? Margaret Flanagan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411
http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Alvin Maltby:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Snobs: A Novel. Try to stumble through book Snobs: A Novel as your
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

John Espitia:

The book Snobs: A Novel will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Snobs: A Novel is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Cora Conte:

The reserve with title Snobs: A Novel contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Philip Newman:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is Snobs: A Novel. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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