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Sheila Keenan's captivating stories paired with Nathan Fox's stunning art bring
the heroic military actions of man's best friend to life!

Some war heroes heard wind whistling over a hidden trip wire.
Some war heroes sniffed out a sniper 1,000 yards away.
Some war heroes stood tall . . . on four legs!

DOGS OF WAR is a graphic novel that tells the stories of the canine military
heroes of World War I, World War II, and the Vietnam War. This collection of
three fictional stories was inspired by historic battles and real military practice.
Each story tells the remarkable adventures of a soldier and his service dog and is
rendered with fascinating and beautiful detail, bringing to life the faithful dogs
who braved bombs, barrages, and battles to save the lives of countless soldiers.
Based on the real-life roles of military dogs that served as Red Cross rescuers,
messengers, scouts, search-and-rescue teams, sentries, and mascots, DOGS OF
WAR captures both the adventure and the devastation brought on by war, as well
as the celebrations of life and friendship between boys and their dogs.
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DOGS OF WAR is a graphic novel that tells the stories of the canine military heroes of World War I, World
War II, and the Vietnam War. This collection of three fictional stories was inspired by historic battles and
real military practice. Each story tells the remarkable adventures of a soldier and his service dog and is
rendered with fascinating and beautiful detail, bringing to life the faithful dogs who braved bombs, barrages,
and battles to save the lives of countless soldiers.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
In three stories of military-trained dogs in war zones, this excellent example of a historical-fiction graphic
novel provides both adventure and insight. “Boots” features an episode from the trenches in Ypres during
WWI that may be familiar to some youth: the Christmas truce, during which German and British soldiers put
away deadly fighting for holiday celebrations together. In “Loki,” the scene from WWII is more unusual but
no less compelling: a sled dog works—and plays—among the military installation protecting Greenland from
German forces. “Sheba” is set both during Vietnam and in her GI handler’s life years later back in the U.S.
They are weighty narratives, but Fox’s beautiful, detailed, and deeply colored imagery excels in depicting
riveting soldier and dog lives in these varied conflicts and landscapes. Keenan, meanwhile, stays true to good
storytelling, providing realistic facts about life in wartime without adding burdensome pedantic asides.
Among the many stories about military working dogs being published in recent years, this is a real standout.
Grades 7-10. --Francisca Goldsmith

Review

School Library Journal Starred Review
Keenan has created an exhilarating and suspenseful set of stories about three soldiers and their dogs while
also giving a general overview of different wars and touching on some period political and cultural events.
Donnie and his dog, Boots, are medics lost deep in the trenches of World War I, trying to find their platoon.
Rescuers stationed in Greenland, Cooper and his dog, Loki, are sent to save a downed World War II pilot.
The book ends with the compelling story of Lanford, a vet back from Vietnam suffering from flashbacks of
his scout dog, Sheba. These relationships feel genuine and are well developed, showing the training process
and the reliance each one had with the  other in order to stay alive. By the end, readers will feel that these
dogs were not just helpers, but true soldiers worthy of honor. Fox’s illustrations do a wonderful job of
showing the devastating nature of these conflicts without sensationalized violence. The backgrounds are
exceptional, showing the extremes of each story’s harsh and dangerous environment. A prologue gives more
information about each war and a history of solider dogs up to present day. This stunning graphic novel will
be a hit with reluctant readers and history lovers.

The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books Starred Review
The title may prioritize dogs, but these three historical fiction stories in this graphic novel actually focus
more strongly on the men who served with those dogs in three different wars. In “Boots,” sixteen-year-old
Marcellinus McDonald is a doctor’s assistant on the Western Front in 1914, and Boots is his beloved “mercy
dog,” who finds the wounded in No Man’s Land. “Loki” is a sled dog in a rescue unit stationed in 1942
Greenland, where his master relies on him in a solo encounter with some reconnoitering Nazis. The final
story, “Sheba,” follows young Henry in 1968 North Carolina as his struggles with his obstreperous beagle
pup bring him friendship with a recently returned Vietnam vet haunted by his experience on patrol with his
German shepherd, Sheba. Keenan creates vivid voices for her characters, effectively tucking in exposition to
convey information about everything from military objectives to daily life details in three very different
situations. There’s action aplenty, but the rhythms and trajectories vary effectively: “Boots” is a classic story
of the Christmas Truce; “Loki” is an adventure tale of intelligence and hand-to-hand combat; “Sheba,” which
could stand alone as a book in its own right, is a poignant tale of male bonding between a young fatherless
African-American boy and a black soldier overwhelmed by his experiences. Though the chaos of the action
scenes can make them difficult to read, the art is atmospheric and effective, blending cinematic heroism,

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


especially in the portraits of the dogs, with often daunting realism. Diehard warmongers, dog fans, and
graphic-novel readers will all find something new here, and this will be an easy booktalk to readers reluctant
and otherwise. 

About the Author

Sheila Keenan is the author of many nonfiction books, including GREETINGS FROM THE 50 STATES;
ANIMALS IN THE HOUSE; O, SAY CAN YOU SEE?; GODS, GODDESSES, AND MONSTERS; and
the SCHOLASTIC ENCYCLOPEDIA OF WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES. She lives in New York
City.

Nathan Fox is an illustrator and storyteller whose work has appeared in the NEW YORK TIMES, the NEW
YORKER, ROLLING STONE, WIRED, and ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY, among others. His work has
also been published by DC Comics, Dark Horse Comics, and Marvel. He lives with his family in New York
City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Princess Bequette:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Dogs of War seemed to be making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication
Dogs of War is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with
the book Dogs of War. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Edwin Ball:

This Dogs of War book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Dogs of
War without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be
worry Dogs of War can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Dogs of War having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Roger Cooper:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. Dogs of War can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those
short extra time problems.



Doris Cobb:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Dogs of War which is
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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