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This classic collection of essays, first published in 1968, has had an enduring
impact on academic and public debates about criminal responsibility and criminal
punishment. Forty years on, its arguments are as powerful asever. H.L.A. Hart
offers an alternative to retributive thinking about criminal punishment that
nevertheless preserves the central distinction between guilt and innocence. He
also provides an account of criminal responsibility that links the

distinction between guilt and innocence closely to theideal of the rule of law,
and thereby attempts to by-pass unnerving debates about free will and
determinism. Always engaged with live issues of law and public policy, Hart
makes difficult philosophical puzzles accessible and immediate to awide range
of

readers.

For this new edition, otherwise a reproduction of the original, John Gardner adds
an introduction engaging critically with Hart's arguments, and explaining the
continuing importance of Hart's ideas in spite of the intervening revival of
retributive thinking in both academic and policy circles.

Unavailable for ten years, the new edition of Punishment and Responsibility

makes available again the central text in the field for a new generation of
academics, students and professionals engaged in criminal justice and penal

policy.
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This classic collection of essays, first published in 1968, has had an enduring impact on academic and public
debates about criminal responsibility and criminal punishment. Forty years on, its arguments are as powerful
asever. H.L.A. Hart offers an alternative to retributive thinking about criminal punishment that nevertheless
preserves the central distinction between guilt and innocence. He also provides an account of criminal
responsibility that links the

distinction between guilt and innocence closely to the ideal of the rule of law, and thereby attempts to by-
pass unnerving debates about free will and determinism. Always engaged with live issues of law and public
policy, Hart makes difficult philosophical puzzles accessible and immediate to a wide range of

readers.

For this new edition, otherwise a reproduction of the original, John Gardner adds an introduction engaging
critically with Hart's arguments, and explaining the continuing importance of Hart'sideas in spite of the
intervening revival of retributive thinking in both academic and policy circles.

Unavailable for ten years, the new edition of Punishment and Responsibility makes available again the
central text in the field for a new generation of academics, students and professionals engaged in criminal
justice and penal policy.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Punishment and Responsihility is still regarded as one of the cornerstones of both penal philosophy and the
burgeoning field of criminal law theory in Britain, Australia, Israel and North America. Itsidea of criminal
responsibility ... isthe inspiration for or counterpoint to almost all serious scholarship in English in the field
published over the last 35 years."

--Nicola Lacey, A Life of H.L.A. Hart (OUP, 2004)

About the Author

TheLateH.L.A. Hart was Professor of Jurisprudence in the University of Oxford from 1952 to 1968.
Subsequently he became Principal of Brasenose College, Oxford. His other major works include Causation
in the Law (with Tony Honoré, OUP 1959), The Concept of Law (OUP 1961) and Law, Liberty and
Morality (OUP 1963).

John Gardner has been Professor of Jurisprudence in the University of Oxford since 2000. He is aformer
Fellow of All Souls and Brasenose Colleges in Oxford, and has also taught at King's College London, Yale
Law School, Columbia Law School, and the University of Texas. His book Offences and Defencesis
forthcoming from OUP.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Raymond McMillion:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now istaking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possihilities will not happen inside you if you take Punishment and Responsibility: Essaysin the
Philosophy of Law as your daily resource information.

SandraKelley:

The e-book with title Punishment and Responsibility: Essays in the Philosophy of Law has alot of
information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. Thiskind of book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.



William Wood:

Often the book Punishment and Responsibility: Essays in the Philosophy of Law has alot detailson it. So
when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Betty Patton:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Punishment and Responsibility: Essaysin the
Philosophy of Law can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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