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Since the publication of Eliza May Butler's Tyranny of Greece over Germany in
1935, the obsession of the German educated elite with the ancient Greeks has
become an accepted, if severely underanalyzed, cliché. In Down from Olympus,
Suzanne Marchand attempts to come to grips with German Graecophilia, not as a
private passion but as an institutionally generated and preserved cultural trope.
The book argues that nineteenth-century philhellenes inherited both an elitist,
normative aesthetics and an ascetic, scholarly ethos from their Romantic
predecessors; German "neohumanists" promised to reconcile these intellectual
commitments, and by so doing, to revitalize education and the arts. Focusing on
the history of classical archaeology, Marchand shows how the injunction to
imitate Greek art was made the basis for new, state-funded cultural institutions.
Tracing interactions between scholars and policymakers that made possible
grand-scale cultural feats like the acquisition of the Pergamum Altar, she
underscores both the gains in specialized knowledge and the failures in social
responsibility that were the distinctive products of German neohumanism.

This book discusses intellectual and institutional aspects of archaeology and
philhellenism, giving extensive treatment to the history of prehistorical
archaeology and German "orientalism." Marchand traces the history of the study,
excavation, and exhibition of Greek art as a means to confront the social,
cultural, and political consequences of the specialization of scholarship in the last
two centuries.
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Since the publication of Eliza May Butler's Tyranny of Greece over Germany in 1935, the obsession of the
German educated elite with the ancient Greeks has become an accepted, if severely underanalyzed, cliché. In
Down from Olympus, Suzanne Marchand attempts to come to grips with German Graecophilia, not as a
private passion but as an institutionally generated and preserved cultural trope. The book argues that
nineteenth-century philhellenes inherited both an elitist, normative aesthetics and an ascetic, scholarly ethos
from their Romantic predecessors; German "neohumanists" promised to reconcile these intellectual
commitments, and by so doing, to revitalize education and the arts. Focusing on the history of classical
archaeology, Marchand shows how the injunction to imitate Greek art was made the basis for new, state-
funded cultural institutions. Tracing interactions between scholars and policymakers that made possible
grand-scale cultural feats like the acquisition of the Pergamum Altar, she underscores both the gains in
specialized knowledge and the failures in social responsibility that were the distinctive products of German
neohumanism.

This book discusses intellectual and institutional aspects of archaeology and philhellenism, giving extensive
treatment to the history of prehistorical archaeology and German "orientalism." Marchand traces the history
of the study, excavation, and exhibition of Greek art as a means to confront the social, cultural, and political
consequences of the specialization of scholarship in the last two centuries.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 1997

"Impressive. . . . Marchand's work will fascinate historians, philosophers, literary theorists, and . . .
Humanists. . . . It provides . . . the definitive study of the historical decline of German 'institutional
philhellenism.'"--Josef Chytry, American Historical Review

"A rich and welcome contribution to German cultural history. . . . A must-read for anyone interested in . . .
the history of philhellenism and archaeology in Germany."--Spencer Moore, American Anthropologist

"An enormously rich and stimulating book. . . . It is a masterly study of an important chapter of the classical
Greek bearings on the modern world."--Craige Champion, Classical World

"Superb. . . . A sobering book, one marked by its scholarly care and narrative brilliance."--Choice

About the Author
Suzanne L. Marchand is Associate Professor of History at Louisiana State University. She is the author of
numerous essays on the history of anthropology, archaeology, and classical scholarship in Germany and
Austria and is the coauthor of the world history textbook "Worlds Together, Worlds Apart" (W. W. Norton).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Bradford:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one together
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Down from Olympus: Archaeology and
Philhellenism in Germany, 1750-1970 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Anna Gann:

The particular book Down from Olympus: Archaeology and Philhellenism in Germany, 1750-1970 will
bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Down from Olympus:
Archaeology and Philhellenism in Germany, 1750-1970 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.



Corey Mullen:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Down from Olympus: Archaeology and Philhellenism in Germany, 1750-1970 will give
you new experience in reading a book.

Patsy Locke:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Down from Olympus:
Archaeology and Philhellenism in Germany, 1750-1970 as well as others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Down from Olympus: Archaeology and
Philhellenism in Germany, 1750-1970 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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