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Joel Grey, the Tony and Academy Award-winning Master of Ceremonies in
Cabaret finally tells his remarkable life story. Born Joel David Katz to a wild and
wooly Jewish American family in Cleveland, Ohio in 1932, Joel began his life in
the theater at the age of 9, starting in children’s theater and then moving to the
main stage. He was hooked, and his seven decades long career charts the
evolution of American entertainment - from Vaudeville performances with his
father, Mickey Katz to the seedy gangster filled nightclubs of the forties, the
bright lights of Broadway and dizzying glamour of Hollywood, to juggernaut
musicals like Cabaret, Chicago, and Wicked.

Master of Ceremonies is a memoir of a life lived in and out of the limelight, but it
is also the story of the man behind the stage makeup. Coming of age in a time
when being yourself tended to be not only difficult but also dangerous, Joel has
to act both on and off the stage. He spends his high school years sleeping with
the girls-next-door while carrying on a scandalous affair with an older man.
Romances with to-die-for Vegas Showgirls are balanced with late night liaisons
with like-minded guys, until finally Joel falls in love and marries a talented and
beautiful woman, starts a family, and has a pretty much picture perfect life. But
24 years later when the marriage dissolves, Joel has to once again find his place
in a world that has radically changed.

Drawing back the curtain on a career filled with show-stopping numbers, larger-
than-life stars and even singing in the shower with Bjork, Master of Ceremonies
is also a portrait of an artist coming to terms with his evolving identity. When an
actor plays a character, he has to find out what makes them who they are; their
needs, dreams, and fears. It’s a difficult thing to do, but sometimes the hardest
role in an actor’s life is that of himself. Deftly capturing the joy of performing as
well as the pain and secrets of an era we have only just started to leave behind,
Joel’s story is one of love, loss, hard-won honesty, redemption, and success.
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Joel Grey, the Tony and Academy Award-winning Master of Ceremonies in Cabaret finally tells his
remarkable life story. Born Joel David Katz to a wild and wooly Jewish American family in Cleveland, Ohio
in 1932, Joel began his life in the theater at the age of 9, starting in children’s theater and then moving to the
main stage. He was hooked, and his seven decades long career charts the evolution of American
entertainment - from Vaudeville performances with his father, Mickey Katz to the seedy gangster filled
nightclubs of the forties, the bright lights of Broadway and dizzying glamour of Hollywood, to juggernaut
musicals like Cabaret, Chicago, and Wicked.

Master of Ceremonies is a memoir of a life lived in and out of the limelight, but it is also the story of the man
behind the stage makeup. Coming of age in a time when being yourself tended to be not only difficult but
also dangerous, Joel has to act both on and off the stage. He spends his high school years sleeping with the
girls-next-door while carrying on a scandalous affair with an older man. Romances with to-die-for Vegas
Showgirls are balanced with late night liaisons with like-minded guys, until finally Joel falls in love and
marries a talented and beautiful woman, starts a family, and has a pretty much picture perfect life. But 24
years later when the marriage dissolves, Joel has to once again find his place in a world that has radically
changed.

Drawing back the curtain on a career filled with show-stopping numbers, larger-than-life stars and even
singing in the shower with Bjork, Master of Ceremonies is also a portrait of an artist coming to terms with
his evolving identity. When an actor plays a character, he has to find out what makes them who they are;
their needs, dreams, and fears. It’s a difficult thing to do, but sometimes the hardest role in an actor’s life is
that of himself. Deftly capturing the joy of performing as well as the pain and secrets of an era we have only
just started to leave behind, Joel’s story is one of love, loss, hard-won honesty, redemption, and success.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Simply smashing," - The New York Times Book Review

“Joel's story comes straight from his heart right into yours.” ?Carol Burnett

“A very honest and moving telling of a very complicated and talented life. By the end, it's inspirational.”
?Larry Kramer

“We all know that Joel Grey has lived an extraordinary life--from nightclubs to Broadway to the silver
screen--but who knew he could write about it with such artistry? At once a riveting, heartbreaking memoir,
thrilling show business tell-all and a portrait of a changing time and nation, MASTER OF CEREMONIES is
the remarkable story of a living legend.” ?Gay Talese

"As refreshingly honest look back at an actor's life, regrets and all." - People Magazine

“Joel Grey's memoir charts his voyage of discovery. Clearly, he needed to write this book and it is
authentically compelling. He knew when we resurrected the little Emcee I had seen as a member of the
occupation troops in Stuttgart in 1951 that he was a tragic figure and, because he invested him with
compassion, along with the worst taste and hideous desperation, he became one of the most iconic figures in
musical theatre history. No one has ever matched him. No one ever will. Read Master of Ceremonies!” ?Hal
Prince

“The memoir of a magical man should be a magical book, and Master of Ceremonies is fully the match of its
author's many enchantments. Joel Grey has written a candid and courageous book about a life of rough but
enviable richness. Happy is the man who has this story for his own.” ?Leon Wieseltier

“In Master of Ceremonies, Joel Grey succeeds in portraying his own anecdote- and secret-rich life with the
same sensitivity, wit, and chutzpah as those of his most memorable characters; but where, on stage and
screen, so often through the years he has dazzled us by the putting on of masks, here he dazzles us by the
removal of them. The result is a literary performance not to be missed.” ?John Burnham Schwartz, Author of
The Commoner and Reservation Road

"As readers of “Master of Ceremonies” will discover, Grey’s life story has its own dark undercurrent,
namely his decades-long struggle to accept his sexuality." - The New Yorker

The diminutive, unforgettable creator of the emcee in Cabaret both on stage and on screen writes frankly of
his diverse career, exacting mother, and public embrace of his homosexuality...An honest, eloquent,
memorable autobiography. - Kirkus

"He was a successful nightclub entertainer who didn’t want to be a nightclub entertainer. He was ready to
give up show business when he got the role of a lifetime ? playing a sleazy nightclub entertainer. And he was
(and is) a gay man who says unequivocally that the love of his life was a woman. Such are the complexities
of the life of Joel Grey, recounted with candor and charm in his new memoir, Master of Ceremonies." - The
Advocate



About the Author
JOEL GREY is a Tony, Golden Globe, and Oscar-winning actor, producer, and director. In his seven
decades in entertainment, Joel has acted in over a dozen Broadway productions, over twenty films, and
countless television appearances. Along with his work on the stage and screen, Joel is a renowned
photographer. He lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

Master of Ceremonies: A Memoir can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Master of Ceremonies: A Memoir however
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
considering.

Donald Shelby:

This Master of Ceremonies: A Memoir is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Master of Ceremonies: A Memoir
can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Susan Crowell:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Master of Ceremonies: A Memoir or
perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Master of Ceremonies: A Memoir to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.



Stacy Brooks:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Master of Ceremonies: A Memoir when you required it?
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