
The Way of the World: The Bildungsroman in
European Culture, New Edition

By Franco Moretti, Albert Sbragia

The Way of the World: The Bildungsroman in European Culture, New
Edition By Franco Moretti, Albert Sbragia

Wilhelm Meister, Elizabeth Bennet, Julien Sorel, Rastignac, Jane Eyre, Bazaroz,
Dorothea Brooke ... the golden age of the European novel discovers a new
collective protagonist: youth. It is problematic and restless youth—“strange”
characters, as their own creators often say—arising from the downfall of
traditional societies. But even more than that, youth is the symbolic figure for
European modernity: that sudden mix of great expectations and lost illusions that
the bourgeois world learns to “read”, and to accept, as if it were a novel.

The Way of the World, with its unique combination of narrative theory and social
history, interprets the Bildungsroman as the great cultural mediator of
nineteenth-century Europe: a form which explores the many strange
compromises between revolution and restoration, economic take-off and
aesthetic pleasure, individual autonomy and social normality. This new edition
includes an additional final chapter on the collapse of the Bildungsroman in the
years around the First World War (a crisis which opened the way for modernist
experiments), and a new preface in which the author looks back at The Way of
the World in the light of his more recent work.
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Wilhelm Meister, Elizabeth Bennet, Julien Sorel, Rastignac, Jane Eyre, Bazaroz, Dorothea Brooke ... the
golden age of the European novel discovers a new collective protagonist: youth. It is problematic and restless
youth—“strange” characters, as their own creators often say—arising from the downfall of traditional
societies. But even more than that, youth is the symbolic figure for European modernity: that sudden mix of
great expectations and lost illusions that the bourgeois world learns to “read”, and to accept, as if it were a
novel.

The Way of the World, with its unique combination of narrative theory and social history, interprets the
Bildungsroman as the great cultural mediator of nineteenth-century Europe: a form which explores the many
strange compromises between revolution and restoration, economic take-off and aesthetic pleasure,
individual autonomy and social normality. This new edition includes an additional final chapter on the
collapse of the Bildungsroman in the years around the First World War (a crisis which opened the way for
modernist experiments), and a new preface in which the author looks back at The Way of the World in the
light of his more recent work.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A short, brilliant, provocative and often entertainingly upbeat book.”—New Society

“A pointed example of the nature of youth, as represented in the novels of Austen, Balzac, Dickens, Eliot,
Flaubert, Goethe and Stendhal ... [Moretti] is undoubtedly a brilliant and searching critic.”—Independent

About the Author
Franco Moretti teaches English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University. He is the author of
Signs Taken for Wonders, The Way of the World and Modern Epic, all from Verso.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

The book The Way of the World: The Bildungsroman in European Culture, New Edition make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a
book The Way of the World: The Bildungsroman in European Culture, New Edition being your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like start and read a publication The Way of the World: The
Bildungsroman in European Culture, New Edition. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Angela Harris:

This The Way of the World: The Bildungsroman in European Culture, New Edition book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That The Way of the World: The Bildungsroman in
European Culture, New Edition without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Way of the World: The Bildungsroman in European
Culture, New Edition can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Way of the World: The
Bildungsroman in European Culture, New Edition having excellent arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Larry Gregg:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that



usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Way of the World: The
Bildungsroman in European Culture, New Edition, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Ernest Nunez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Way of the World: The Bildungsroman
in European Culture, New Edition book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Way of the World:
The Bildungsroman in European Culture, New Edition as good book not just by the cover but also by the
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.
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