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A procession travels to Bethlehem, bringing gifts for the newborn baby Jesus.
The little drummer boy comes along, although he is too poor to bring a present fit
for a king. Instead, he plays a song on his drum for the Christ Child. Within the
little drummer boy's seemingly simple gift lies the true spirit of Christmas. Ezra
Jack Keats' vivid, jewel-toned artwork perfectly illustrates this classic holiday
carol. Music for the song appears at the back of the book. "Keats evocatively
portrays this story." -Publishers Weekly
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Carolers can also sing along with The Little Drummer Boy, illus. by Kristina Rodanas. The artist's majestic
desert landscapes offer dramatic contrast to the intimacy of the modest stable.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
reS-K-When commercialism threatens to overtake the season, this song reminds readers that a gift from the
heart brings great joy to both the giver and the receiver. Rodanas's colored-pencil and watercolor illustrations
depict a young boy in a tattered robe carrying a doumbek, representative of drums in the Middle East. The
single line of text per page coupled with the richly hued double-page illustrations make this story ideal for
sharing. The musical score and lyrics to all three verses appear on the last page. Even libraries that have Ezra
Jack Keats's version (Viking, 2000) may want this one for its fresh interpretation of Bethlehem, the humble
stable, and the range of emotion expressed in the boy's face and demeanor.-G. C.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review

This handsome picture book revisits the timeless holiday song about the poor drummer boy who learns that
the most valuable gifts are those given from the heart. Rich, textured images spring from the pages, their
radiant gold and red earth tones balanced by warm blue and green hues. Rodanas evokes the boy's gentle
persona through soft colors and the simple line work of the child's drum, and then uses bold colors for the
kings' robes and and strong textile patterns in Mary's garments. The contrast effectively reinforces the
musical rhythm and movement of the text.
Booklist, ALA

"A beautiful demonstration of the true meaning of Christmas." Kirkus Reviews

When commercialism threatens to overtake the season, this song reminds readers that a gift from the heart
brings great joy to both the giver and the receiver.
School Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alberta Sanchez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Little Drummer



Boy is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Nellie Davis:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Little Drummer Boy, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Eric Ballentine:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Little Drummer Boy is simple bringing
you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mark Montague:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Little Drummer Boy to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through
it. Beside that the guide The Little Drummer Boy can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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