
Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy:
Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005

By Thomas C. Wright

Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005
By Thomas C. Wright

Universal human rights standards were adopted in 1948, but in the 1970s and
1980s, violent dictatorships in Argentina and Chile flagrantly defied the new
protocols. Chilean general Augusto Pinochet and the Argentine military
employed state terrorism in their quest to eradicate Marxism and other forms of
"subversion." Pinochet constructed an iron shield of impunity for himself and the
military in Chile, while in Argentina, military pressure resulted in laws
preventing prosecution for past human rights violations. When democracy was
reestablished in both countries by 1990, justice for crimes against humanity
seemed beyond reach.

Thomas C. Wright examines how persistent advocacy by domestic and
international human rights groups, evolving legal environments, unanticipated
events that impacted public opinion, and eventual changes in military leadership
led to a situation unique in the world—the stripping of impunity not only from a
select number of commanders of the repression but from all those involved in
state terrorism in Chile and Argentina. This has resulted in trials conducted by
national courts, without United Nations or executive branch direction, in which
hundreds of former repressors have been convicted and many more are indicted
or undergoing trial.

Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy draws on extensive research, including
interviews, to trace the erosion and collapse of the former repressors'
impunity—a triumph for human rights advocates that has begun to inspire
authorities in other Latin American countries, including Peru, Uruguay, Brazil,
and Guatemala, to investigate past human rights violations and prosecute their
perpetrators.
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Universal human rights standards were adopted in 1948, but in the 1970s and 1980s, violent dictatorships in
Argentina and Chile flagrantly defied the new protocols. Chilean general Augusto Pinochet and the
Argentine military employed state terrorism in their quest to eradicate Marxism and other forms of
"subversion." Pinochet constructed an iron shield of impunity for himself and the military in Chile, while in
Argentina, military pressure resulted in laws preventing prosecution for past human rights violations. When
democracy was reestablished in both countries by 1990, justice for crimes against humanity seemed beyond
reach.

Thomas C. Wright examines how persistent advocacy by domestic and international human rights groups,
evolving legal environments, unanticipated events that impacted public opinion, and eventual changes in
military leadership led to a situation unique in the world—the stripping of impunity not only from a select
number of commanders of the repression but from all those involved in state terrorism in Chile and
Argentina. This has resulted in trials conducted by national courts, without United Nations or executive
branch direction, in which hundreds of former repressors have been convicted and many more are indicted or
undergoing trial.

Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy draws on extensive research, including interviews, to trace the
erosion and collapse of the former repressors' impunity—a triumph for human rights advocates that has
begun to inspire authorities in other Latin American countries, including Peru, Uruguay, Brazil, and
Guatemala, to investigate past human rights violations and prosecute their perpetrators.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Human rights are a universal matter. Anyone coming from a national or transnational perspective will gain
insights from [the author’s] fair, balanced, and informed understanding. . . .This is an extraordinary synthesis
of a very complex series of historical events." (Iván Jaksic, Director, Bing Overseas Studies Program in
Chile, Stanford University)
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About the Author
THOMAS C. WRIGHT is Distinguished Professor of History, Emeritus, at the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas. His many previous books include State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile, Argentina, and
International Human Rights and Latin America in the Era of the Cuban Revolution.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

This Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 are generally reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Impunity, Human Rights,
and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 can be one of the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile
and Argentina, 1990-2005 forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Frances Oberlin:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the guide untitled Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005
can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.



Shirley Nichols:

Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 but doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Doris Avey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and
Argentina, 1990-2005 or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-
2005 to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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