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Experimental film and ethnographic film have long been considered separate,
autonomous practices on the margins of mainstream cinema. By exploring the
interplay between the two forms, Catherine Russell throws new light on both the
avant-garde and visual anthropology.
Russell provides detailed analyses of more than thirty-five films and videos from
the 1890s to the 1990s and discusses a wide range of film and videomakers,
including Georges Méliès, Maya Deren, Peter Kubelka, Ray Birdwhistell, Jean
Rouch, Su Friedrich, Bill Viola, Kidlat Tahimik, Margaret Mead, Tracey Moffatt,
and Chantal Akerman. Arguing that video enables us to see film differently—not
as a vanishing culture but as bodies inscripted in technology, Russell maps the
slow fade from modernism to postmodern practices. Combining cultural critique
with aesthetic analysis, she explores the dynamics of historical interruption,
recovery, and reevaluation. As disciplinary boundaries dissolve, Russell
contends, ethnography is a means of renewing the avant-gardism of
“experimental” film, of mobilizing its play with language and form for historical
ends. “Ethnography” likewise becomes an expansive term in which culture is
represented from many different and fragmented perspectives.
Original in both its choice of subject and its theoretical and methodological
approaches, Experimental Ethnography will appeal to visual anthropologists, as
well as film scholars interested in experimental and documentary practices.
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Experimental film and ethnographic film have long been considered separate, autonomous practices on the
margins of mainstream cinema. By exploring the interplay between the two forms, Catherine Russell throws
new light on both the avant-garde and visual anthropology.
Russell provides detailed analyses of more than thirty-five films and videos from the 1890s to the 1990s and
discusses a wide range of film and videomakers, including Georges Méliès, Maya Deren, Peter Kubelka, Ray
Birdwhistell, Jean Rouch, Su Friedrich, Bill Viola, Kidlat Tahimik, Margaret Mead, Tracey Moffatt, and
Chantal Akerman. Arguing that video enables us to see film differently—not as a vanishing culture but as
bodies inscripted in technology, Russell maps the slow fade from modernism to postmodern practices.
Combining cultural critique with aesthetic analysis, she explores the dynamics of historical interruption,
recovery, and reevaluation. As disciplinary boundaries dissolve, Russell contends, ethnography is a means of
renewing the avant-gardism of “experimental” film, of mobilizing its play with language and form for
historical ends. “Ethnography” likewise becomes an expansive term in which culture is represented from
many different and fragmented perspectives.
Original in both its choice of subject and its theoretical and methodological
approaches, Experimental Ethnography will appeal to visual anthropologists, as well as film scholars
interested in experimental and documentary practices.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The breadth and range of this book is fantastic. Russell tackles many interesting problematics and she does
so through an eclectic choice of examples. This will stand out as a major and unique redefinition of the fields
of experimental cinema and visual anthropology.”—Ivone Margulies, author of Nothing Happens: Chantal
Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday

“This is an extremely important and innovative book. Russell brings together two distinct fields from film
studies that have previously remained separate—the avant-garde and ethnographic film—and reconstructs
their relationship in such a way that both fields are significantly transformed.”—David E. James, author of
Power Misses: Essays Across (Un)Popular Culture

From the Back Cover
"The breadth and range of this book is fantastic. Russell tackles many interesting problematics and she does
so through an eclectic choice of examples. This will stand out as a major and unique redefinition of the fields
of experimental cinema and visual anthropology."--Ivone Margulies, author of "Nothing Happens: Chantal
Akerman's Hyperrealist Everyday"

About the Author

Catherine Russell is Associate Professor of Cinema at Concordia University and the author of Narrative
Mortality: Death, Closure, and New Wave Cinemas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Beaudry:

Here thing why this Experimental Ethnography: The Work of Film in the Age of Video are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content
is as yummy as food or not. Experimental Ethnography: The Work of Film in the Age of Video giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that
similar with Experimental Ethnography: The Work of Film in the Age of Video. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Experimental Ethnography: The Work of Film in the Age of Video in e-book can be your substitute.



Ryan Dewitt:

The publication with title Experimental Ethnography: The Work of Film in the Age of Video contains a lot
of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book
exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Elizabeth Smith:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
usually Experimental Ethnography: The Work of Film in the Age of Video.

James Longo:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Experimental Ethnography: The Work of Film in the Age
of Video was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Experimental
Ethnography: The Work of Film in the Age of Video has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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