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Charting the intersection of technology and ideology, cultural production and
social science, Fatimah Tobing Rony explores early-twentieth-century
representations of non-Western indigenous peoples in films ranging from the
documentary to the spectacular to the scientific. Turning the gaze of the
ethnographic camera back onto itself, bringing the perspective of a third eye to
bear on the invention of the primitive other, Rony reveals the collaboration of
anthropology and popular culture in Western constructions of race, gender,
nation, and empire. Her work demonstrates the significance of these
constructions—and, more generally, of ethnographic cinema—for understanding
issues of identity.
In films as seemingly dissimilar as Nanook of the North, King Kong, and research
footage of West Africans from an 1895 Paris ethnographic exposition, Rony
exposes a shared fascination with—and anxiety over—race. She shows how
photographic “realism” contributed to popular and scientific notions of evolution,
race, and civilization, and how, in turn, anthropology understood and critiqued its
own use of photographic technology. Looking beyond negative Western images
of the Other, Rony considers performance strategies that disrupt these
images—for example, the use of open resistance, recontextualization, and parody
in the films of Katherine Dunham and Zora Neale Hurston, or the performances
of Josephine Baker. She also draws on the work of contemporary artists such as
Lorna Simpson and Victor Masayesva Jr., and writers such as Frantz Fanon and
James Baldwin, who unveil the language of racialization in ethnographic cinema.
Elegantly written and richly illustrated, innovative in theory and original in
method, The Third Eye is a remarkable interdisciplinary contribution to critical
thought in film studies, anthropology, cultural studies, art history, postcolonial
studies, and women’s studies.
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Charting the intersection of technology and ideology, cultural production and social science, Fatimah Tobing
Rony explores early-twentieth-century representations of non-Western indigenous peoples in films ranging
from the documentary to the spectacular to the scientific. Turning the gaze of the ethnographic camera back
onto itself, bringing the perspective of a third eye to bear on the invention of the primitive other, Rony
reveals the collaboration of anthropology and popular culture in Western constructions of race, gender,
nation, and empire. Her work demonstrates the significance of these constructions—and, more generally, of
ethnographic cinema—for understanding issues of identity.
In films as seemingly dissimilar as Nanook of the North, King Kong, and research footage of West Africans
from an 1895 Paris ethnographic exposition, Rony exposes a shared fascination with—and anxiety
over—race. She shows how photographic “realism” contributed to popular and scientific notions of
evolution, race, and civilization, and how, in turn, anthropology understood and critiqued its own use of
photographic technology. Looking beyond negative Western images of the Other, Rony considers
performance strategies that disrupt these images—for example, the use of open resistance,
recontextualization, and parody in the films of Katherine Dunham and Zora Neale Hurston, or the
performances of Josephine Baker. She also draws on the work of contemporary artists such as Lorna
Simpson and Victor Masayesva Jr., and writers such as Frantz Fanon and James Baldwin, who unveil the
language of racialization in ethnographic cinema.
Elegantly written and richly illustrated, innovative in theory and original in method, The Third Eye is a
remarkable interdisciplinary contribution to critical thought in film studies, anthropology, cultural studies, art
history, postcolonial studies, and women’s studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The Third Eye is an extraordinary contribution to both film history and the theorization of the ethnographic
gaze. Informed by Rony’s close involvement with contemporary art practice and documentary film
production, this fascinating book breaks with familiar genres of academic writing to provide an exciting new
take on practices of ethnographic looking, the cultural history of the body, and the racial and sexual politics
of visual culture in colonial science.”—Lisa Cartwright, University of Rochester

From the Back Cover
""The Third Eye" is an extraordinary contribution to both film history and the theorization of the
ethnographic gaze. Informed by Rony's close involvement with contemporary art practice and documentary
film production, this fascinating book breaks with familiar genres of academic writing to provide an exciting
new take on practices of ethnographic looking, the cultural history of the body, and the racial and sexual
politics of visual culture in colonial science."--Lisa Cartwright, University of Rochester

About the Author

Fatimah Tobing Rony is Assistant Professor of Film Studies at the University of California, Irvine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

This The Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This The Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle without we know teach the one
who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Third Eye: Race,
Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Third Eye:
Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Deborah Rost:

The feeling that you get from The Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle is the more deep
you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough.



This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The
Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle instantly.

Chris Holmes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and
Ethnographic Spectacle which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Roy Hanson:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic
Spectacle. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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