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Complex simplicity: The seminal book on Portugal's master architect
 
When Álvaro Siza, one of the great figures of contemporary architecture,
won the prestigious Pritzker Prize in 1992, the Jury described his forms as
“molded by light, [with] a deceptive simplicity about them; they are honest. They
solve design problems directly…. That simplicity, upon closer examination
however, is revealed as great complexity. There is a subtle mastery underlying
what appears to be natural creations.”

Born in Matosinhos, Portugal, in 1933, Siza created his own practice in Porto in
1954, and he has been a Professor of Construction at the University of Porto
since 1976. The architect can fill shelf afer shelf with his awards and prizes to-
date: He received the European Community’s Mies van der Rohe Prize in 1988
and the Praemium Imperiale in Japan in 1997, the 2009 RIBA Gold Medal,
and the Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement at the 2012 Venice
Architecture Biennale.

He has built a large number of projects in Portugal, and worked on the
restructuring of the Chiado area of Lisbon following a devastating fire in 1988.
Siza designed both the Portuguese Pavilion for the 1998 Lisbon World’s Fair and
the 2005 Serpentine Pavilion in London in collaboration with Eduardo Souto de
Moura. He completed the Serralves Foundation in Porto, 1998, and the Museum
for the Iberê Camargo Foundation in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2008.

As for all previous TASCHEN architect’s monographs, this book was realized
in close collaboration with the architect and includes a full catalogue of his
work to date.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Philip Jodidio (born 1954) studied art history and economics at Harvard, and edited Connaissance des Arts
for over 20 years. His books include TASCHEN’s Architecture Now! series, and monographs on Tadao
Ando, Norman Foster, Richard Meier, Jean Nouvel, and Zaha Hadid. He is internationally renowned as one
of the most popular writers on the subject of architecture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Leininger:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
eligible Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Laurel Ramer:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013. All
type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Homer Gardner:

The guide with title Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 has a lot of information that you can study it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Russell Thomas:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading



through a book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Siza: Complete
Works 1952-2013 which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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