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Can you solve the problem of "The Unfair Subway"?

Marvin gets off work at random times between 3 and 5 p.m. His mother lives
uptown, his girlfriend downtown. He takes the first subway that comes in either
direction and eats dinner with the one he is delivered to. His mother complains
that he never comes to see her, but he says she has a 50-50 chance. He has had
dinner with her twicein the last 20 working days. Explain.

Marvin's adventures in probability are one of the fifty intriguing puzzles that
illustrate both elementary ad advanced aspects of probability, each problem
designed to challenge the mathematically inclined. From "The Flippant Juror"
and "The Prisoner's Dilemma" to "The Cliffhanger" and "The Clumsy Chemist,"
they provide an ideal supplement for all who enjoy the stimulating fun of
mathematics.

Professor Frederick Mosteller, who teaches statistics at Harvard University, has
chosen the problems for originality, general interest, or because they demonstrate
valuable techniques. In addition, the problems are graded as to difficulty and
many have considerable stature. Indeed, one has "enlivened the research lives of
many excellent mathematicians." Detailed solutions are included. Thereis every
probability you'll need at least afew of them.
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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

Can you solve the problem of "The Unfair Subway"?

Marvin gets off work at random times between 3 and 5 p.m. His mother lives uptown, his girlfriend
downtown. He takes the first subway that comesin either direction and eats dinner with the one heis
delivered to. His mother complains that he never comes to see her, but he says she has a 50-50 chance. He
has had dinner with her twice in the last 20 working days. Explain.

Marvin's adventures in probability are one of the fifty intriguing puzzles that illustrate both elementary ad
advanced aspects of probability, each problem designed to challenge the mathematically inclined. From "The
Hippant Juror" and "The Prisoner's Dilemma’ to "The Cliffhanger” and "The Clumsy Chemist," they provide
an ideal supplement for al who enjoy the stimulating fun of mathematics.

Professor Frederick Mosteller, who teaches statistics at Harvard University, has chosen the problems for
originality, general interest, or because they demonstrate valuable techniques. In addition, the problems are
graded asto difficulty and many have considerable stature. Indeed, one has "enlivened the research lives of
many excellent mathematicians." Detailed solutions are included. There is every probability you'll need at
least afew of them.

About the Author

Charles Frederick Mosteller ( 1916-2006) was one of the eminent statisticians of the 20th century. He was
the founding chairman of Harvard's Statistics department. Dr. Mosteller wrote more than 50 books and more
than 350 papers, with over 200 coauthors.

Frederick Mosteller: Harvard Man

Frederick Mosteller (1916-2006) founded Harvard University's Department of Statistics and served asits
first chairman from 1957 until 1969 and again for several yearsin the 1970s. He was the author or co-author
of more than 350 scholarly papers and more than 50 books, including one of the most popular booksin his
field, first published in 1965 and reprinted by Dover in 1987, Fifty Challenging Problemsin Probability with
Solutions.

Mosteller's work was wide-ranging: He used statistical analysis of written worksto prove that James
Madison was the author of several of the Federalist papers whose authorship was in dispute. With
then—Harvard professor and later Senator Daniel P. Moynihan, he studied what would be the most effective
way of helping students from impoverished families do better in school — their answer: to improve income
levels rather than to simply spend on schools. Later, his analysis of the importance to learning of smaller
class sizes buttressed the Clinton Administration'sinitiative to hire 100,000 teachers. And, as far back as the
1940s, Mosteller composed an early statistical analysis of baseball: After histeam, the Boston Red Sox, lost
the 1946 World Series, he demonstrated that luck plays an enhanced rolein a short series, even for a strong
team.

In the Author's Own Words:



"Though we often hear that data can speak for themselves, their voices can be soft and sly." — Frederick
Mosteller

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kenneth Hand:

With other case, little people like to read book Fifty Challenging Problemsin Probability with Solutions
(Dover Books on Mathematics). Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we
know about how isimportant a new book Fifty Challenging Problems in Probability with Solutions (Dover
Books on Mathematics). Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou may useit
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Thomas Hodge:

The book Fifty Challenging Problemsin Probability with Solutions (Dover Books on Mathematics) make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make examining abook Fifty Challenging Problems in Probability with Solutions (Dover Books on
Mathematics) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or al subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
publication Fifty Challenging Problems in Probability with Solutions (Dover Books on Mathematics). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Johnny Harper:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Fifty Challenging Problemsin Probability with
Solutions (Dover Books on Mathematics) ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Fifty Challenging
Problems in Probability with Solutions (Dover Books on Mathematics) is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Fifty Challenging Problems in Probability
with Solutions (Dover Books on Mathematics). Y ou never experience lose out for everything if you read
some books.

ChrisWolf:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind



expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of thistime you only find publication that
need more time to be study. Fifty Challenging Problems in Probability with Solutions (Dover Books on
Mathematics) can be your answer asit can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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