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On `What is History?' provides a student introduction to contemporary
historiographical debates.
Carr and Elton are still the starting point for the vast majority of introductory
courses on the nature of history. Building on his highly successful Rethinking
History, Keith Jenkins explores in greater detail the influence of these key
figures. He argues that historians need to move beyond their `modernist' thinking
and embrace the postmodern-type approaches of thinkers such as Richard Rorty
and Hayden White.
Through its radical critique of Carr and Elton and its championing of Rorty and
White, On `What is History'? represents a significant development for
introductory studies on the nature of history.
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Editorial Review

Review
..."the best selling introduction to historiography...it still remains nearly forty years later."
-"Canadian Journal of History
"Innovative, challenging . . . and important."
-Richard Brown, editor of "Teaching History
"Jenkins reformulates Carr's famous question What is History?' to devastating effect. An essential read."
-Alan White, "University of East London

About the Author
Keith Jenkins is Senior Lecturer in history at Chichester Institute of Higher Education. He is the author of
Rethinking History (Routledge 1991).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Greenblatt:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled On 'What Is History?': From Carr and Elton to Rorty and White. Try to the
actual book On 'What Is History?': From Carr and Elton to Rorty and White as your pal. It means that it can
being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it
is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Sidney Robertson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled On 'What Is History?': From Carr
and Elton to Rorty and White? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have other opinion?

Henry Rodriguez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.



When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this On
'What Is History?': From Carr and Elton to Rorty and White, you could tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Wanda Holmes:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is known as of book On 'What Is History?': From Carr and Elton to Rorty and White. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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