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Hailed by Salman Rushdie as a “brilliantly innovative thriller-writer,” Philip Kerr
is the creator of taut, gripping, noir-tinged mysteries that are nothing short of
spellbinding. The first book of the Berlin Noir trilogy, March Violets introduces
readers to Bernie Gunther, an ex-policeman who thought he’d seen everything on
the streets of 1930s Berlin—until he turned freelance and each case he tackled
sucked him further into the grisly excesses of Nazi subculture. Hard-hitting, fast-
paced, and richly detailed, March Violets is noir writing at its blackest and best.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The brutality and corruption of Nazi Germany serve as the backdrop for this impressive debut mystery novel.
Scottish-born Kerr re-creates the period accurately and with verve; the novel reeks of the sordid decade that
saw Hitler's rise to power. Bernhard Gunther is a hard-boiled Berlin detective who specializes in tracking
down missing persons--mostly Jews. He is summoned by a wealthy industrialist to find the murderer of his
daughter and son-in-law, killed during the robbery of a priceless diamond necklace. Gunther quickly is
catapulted into a major political scandal involving Hitler's two main henchmen, Goering and Himmler. The
search for clues takes Gunther to morgues overflowing with Nazi victims; raucous nightclubs; the Olympic
games where Jesse Owens tramples the theory of Aryan racial superiority; the boudoir of a famous actress;
and finally to the Dachau concentration camp. Fights with Gestapo agents, shoot-outs with adulterers, run-ins
with a variety of criminals, and dead bodies in unexpected places keep readers guessing to the very end.
Narrator Gunther is a spirited guide through the chaos of 1930s Berlin and, more important, a detective cast
in the classic mold. Kerr is at work on a sequel to this sparkling and witty tale.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Wonderfully sharp and satirical." —Times

"Fast-paced, laconic, unpredictable, and witty." —Evening Standard

"An impressive debut." —Guardian

About the Author
Philip Kerr was born in Edinburgh and read Law at university. He stayed on to read Law and Philosophy as a
postgraduate, most of this German, which was when he first became interested in German twentieth century
history. He worked first as a copywriter at a number of advertising agencies, including Saatchi & Saatchi,
but spent most of his time researching an idea he'd had for a novel about a Berlin-based policeman. And
following several trips to Germany - and a great deal of walking around mean streets of Berlin - his first
novel, March Violets, was published in 1989 and introduced the world to the iconic tough-talking detective
Bernie Gunther. Since then he has written and published ten universally lauded Bernie Gunther novels, and
is currently working on his eleventh. He has won both the RBA International Prize for Crime Writing, and
the CWA Ellis Peters Historic Crime Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lavelle Hildreth:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book March Violets: A Bernie Gunther



Novel. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Dee Alaniz:

This March Violets: A Bernie Gunther Novel book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. That March Violets: A Bernie Gunther Novel without we recognize teach the one who reading
through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry March Violets: A
Bernie Gunther Novel can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This March Violets: A Bernie Gunther
Novel having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Stephanie Armstrong:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the March Violets: A Bernie Gunther Novel is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Richard Sauls:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular March Violets: A Bernie Gunther Novel
can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have March Violets: A Bernie Gunther
Novel.
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