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The development of ideas in Thomas Aquinas's philosophical thinking has been
the subject of numerous smaller studies, but no contemporary work in the
English-speaking world covers his every single work in chronological order in
terms of philosophical development, influences, manuscript evidence, and
historical setting. In Thomas Aquinas: A Historical and Philosophical Profile,
Pasquale Porro has provided a complete landscape of Thomas's corpus that will
give Thomistic scholars and students an invaluable reference point for research,
discussion, and debate.

Porro's chronological approach contrasts with the systematic and thematic
approach of existing summaries of Thomas's "philosophy," many of which
provided only the thinnest historical contextualization and minimal accounts of
influences. Beginning with the De principiis naturae and the De ente et essentia,
composed while Thomas was still a young "bachelor of the Sentences," and
concluding with a letter to the abbot of Monte Cassino, written shortly before his
death in 1274, Porro meticulously sets each of the Angelic Doctor's writings in
its unique historical context, indicating developments and changes of mind, and
extensively analyzing the full range of philosophical influences?from Aristotle,
Augustine, Proclus, and Pseudo-Dionysius to Maimonides, Avicenna, and
Averroes, among others. Throughout the book he offers commentary on the
existence and state of manuscripts and critical editions of Thomas's various texts,
giving the reader a glimpse of the condition of the primary sources available to
scholars. As he moves from one writing to the next, Porro also presents a finely
wrought portrait of the Dominican master's life. Unlike many expositions of
Thomas's thought, which relegate his biography to an introductory chapter, Porro
works the biographical details into his interpretation of the texts, making them an
essential part of his account of the historical circumstances in which Thomas
wrote, thereby enhancing the reader's understanding of his texts.

Porro's interpretation of the philosophical dimension of Thomas's work
challenges certain prevalent twentieth century interpretations on such topics as
epistemological realism, the relationship between essence and existence, and
creaturely contingency. Nevertheless, even scholars who disagree with him on
particular points will have much to gain from this meticulously-researched and
clearly-written study.

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813228050
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813228050


 Download Thomas Aquinas: A Historical and Philosophical Pro ...pdf

 Read Online Thomas Aquinas: A Historical and Philosophical P ...pdf

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813228050
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813228050
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813228050
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813228050
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813228050
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813228050
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813228050
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0813228050


Thomas Aquinas: A Historical and Philosophical Profile

By Pasquale Porro

Thomas Aquinas: A Historical and Philosophical Profile By Pasquale Porro

The development of ideas in Thomas Aquinas's philosophical thinking has been the subject of numerous
smaller studies, but no contemporary work in the English-speaking world covers his every single work in
chronological order in terms of philosophical development, influences, manuscript evidence, and historical
setting. In Thomas Aquinas: A Historical and Philosophical Profile, Pasquale Porro has provided a complete
landscape of Thomas's corpus that will give Thomistic scholars and students an invaluable reference point
for research, discussion, and debate.

Porro's chronological approach contrasts with the systematic and thematic approach of existing summaries of
Thomas's "philosophy," many of which provided only the thinnest historical contextualization and minimal
accounts of influences. Beginning with the De principiis naturae and the De ente et essentia, composed
while Thomas was still a young "bachelor of the Sentences," and concluding with a letter to the abbot of
Monte Cassino, written shortly before his death in 1274, Porro meticulously sets each of the Angelic
Doctor's writings in its unique historical context, indicating developments and changes of mind, and
extensively analyzing the full range of philosophical influences?from Aristotle, Augustine, Proclus, and
Pseudo-Dionysius to Maimonides, Avicenna, and Averroes, among others. Throughout the book he offers
commentary on the existence and state of manuscripts and critical editions of Thomas's various texts, giving
the reader a glimpse of the condition of the primary sources available to scholars. As he moves from one
writing to the next, Porro also presents a finely wrought portrait of the Dominican master's life. Unlike many
expositions of Thomas's thought, which relegate his biography to an introductory chapter, Porro works the
biographical details into his interpretation of the texts, making them an essential part of his account of the
historical circumstances in which Thomas wrote, thereby enhancing the reader's understanding of his texts.

Porro's interpretation of the philosophical dimension of Thomas's work challenges certain prevalent
twentieth century interpretations on such topics as epistemological realism, the relationship between essence
and existence, and creaturely contingency. Nevertheless, even scholars who disagree with him on particular
points will have much to gain from this meticulously-researched and clearly-written study.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerri Townsend:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Thomas Aquinas: A Historical and
Philosophical Profile. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Ned Aguayo:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Thomas Aquinas: A Historical and Philosophical
Profile is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Alice Billups:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Thomas Aquinas: A
Historical and Philosophical Profile book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Casey Schnell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in writing,



they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Thomas Aquinas: A
Historical and Philosophical Profile.
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