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For generations, fans and critics have characterized classic American radio drama
as a “theater of the mind.” This book unpacks that characterization by recasting
the radio play as an aesthetic object within its unique historical context. In
Theater of the Mind, Neil Verma applies an array of critical methods to more
than six thousand recordings to produce a vivid new account of radio drama from
the Depression to the Cold War.

In this sweeping exploration of dramatic conventions, Verma investigates
legendary dramas by the likes of Norman Corwin, Lucille Fletcher, and Wyllis
Cooper on key programs ranging from The Columbia Workshop, The Mercury
Theater on the Air, and Cavalcade of America to Lights Out!, Suspense, and
Dragnet to reveal how these programs promoted and evolved a series of models
of the imagination.

With close readings of individual sound effects and charts of broad trends among
formats, Verma not only gives us a new account of the most flourishing form of
genre fiction in the mid-twentieth century but also presents a powerful case for
the central place of the aesthetics of sound in the history of modern experience.
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unique historical context. In Theater of the Mind, Neil Verma applies an array of critical methods to more
than six thousand recordings to produce a vivid new account of radio drama from the Depression to the Cold
War.

In this sweeping exploration of dramatic conventions, Verma investigates legendary dramas by the likes of
Norman Corwin, Lucille Fletcher, and Wyllis Cooper on key programs ranging from The Columbia
Workshop, The Mercury Theater on the Air, and Cavalcade of America to Lights Out!, Suspense, and
Dragnet to reveal how these programs promoted and evolved a series of models of the imagination.

With close readings of individual sound effects and charts of broad trends among formats, Verma not only
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Editorial Review

Review

**Winner of the Best First Book Award from the Society for Cinema & Media Studies**

"I can think of no monograph on mediated sound since Sterne's The Audible Past that charts so many
exciting avenues of scholarship while building upon the tremendous work that precedes his study. [...] Any
scholar or critic invested in the soundscapes and cultures of postwar media within or without the US -
cinema, radio, television, print, and even such post-postwar audiovisual media as the home computer and the
smartphone - must hereafter contend with the concepts so richly developed in Theater of the Mind." -- Paul
Young (Vanderbilt University), The Journal of American Studies

"Offering ample depth and breadth to satisfy the specialist, yet accessibly written and concretely supported,
the book provides scholars and students of American radio history, American studies, and American history
critical concepts for assessing and interpreting the formal characteristics, conventions, and styles of classic
radio drama."  -- Journal of Radio & Audio Media

"While most scholars have explored radio in terms of broadcasting music or journalism, Neil Verma explores
the medium's neglected but very popular dramas. In this detailed analysis, he reveals how radio, from the
thirties through the fifties dramatized the conflicts of the Depression and New Deal and the paranoia of the
fifties. By constructing a "theater of the mind," radio used sound and narrative structure to tell the nation's
stories, encompassing social transformation and psychological perspective." -- Tom Gunning (University of
Chicago)

"Neil Verma's Theater of the Mind is a gift in an age when so many have forgotten the depth of radio's
contribution to sonic culture. Verma rethinks sound as a creative medium in the past and in the present,
offering a definitive account of radio drama in the 20th century. His spatial readings of these dramas and
their listeners--supported by fresh concepts like audioposition and kaleidasonic space--promise to transform
the ways in which we analyze creative audio. Theater of the Mind is a major work of radio history." --
Jonathan Sterne (McGill University)

“Any scholar or critic invested in the soundscapes and cultures of postwar media within or without the
US—cinema, radio, television, print, and even such post-postwar audiovisual media as the home computer
and the smartphone—must hereafter contend with the concepts so richly developed in Theater of the Mind.”
(Journal of American Studies)

“Theater of the Mind does more to reanimate the study of radio forms and structures—indeed, of sound art in
general—than any work published in recent memory. Neil Verma's exploration of audio narratives and sonic
techniques during radio drama's heyday opens up a vast body of creative work that has been shut off from
serious contemplation for decades. It is an important intervention in the growing field of sound studies, not to
be missed.”
(Michele Hilmes University of Wisconsin–Madison)



“While most scholars have explored radio in terms of broadcasting music or journalism, Neil Verma
explores the medium’s neglected but very popular dramas. In this detailed analysis, he reveals how radio,
from the thirties through the fifties dramatized the conflicts of the Depression and New Deal and the
paranoia of the fifties. By constructing a “theater of the mind,” radio used sound and narrative structure to
tell the nation’s stories, encompassing social transformation and psychological perspective.”
(Tom Gunning University of Chicago)

“Neil Verma’s Theater of the Mind is a gift in an age when so many have forgotten the depth of radio’s
contribution to sonic culture. Verma rethinks sound as a creative medium in the past and in the present,
offering a definitive account of radio drama in the 20th century. His spatial readings of these dramas and
their listeners—supported by fresh concepts like audioposition and kaleidasonic space—promise to
transform the ways in which we analyze creative audio. Theater of the Mind is a major work of radio
history.”
(Jonathan Sterne author of The Audible Past: Cultural Origins of Sound Reproduction)

“Verma begins his ambitious and impressive book on classic radio drama with ‘one of the most venerable
clichés’ about the medium of radio: it is ‘the theater of the mind.’ Over the course of several close listenings,
he transforms the phrase from ‘an idiom into a heuristic’ of remarkable depth and breadth. In doing so,
Verma provides a fresh vocabulary for thinking about classic radio drama, with remarkable insights into the
ways radio dramatists employed new strategies of sound design.  . . . Verma’s contribution to the growing
shelf on U.S. radio history is significant for its unprecedented insight into the centrality of the aesthetics of
sound in radio drama, its insightful close listening to exemplary broadcasts, and its sheer scope in
encompassing thousands of broadcasts.”
(Journal of American History)

“Verma returns to recordings of golden age radio dramatic programs and listens anew. His refreshing,
thoughtful Theater of the Mind establishes a theory of radio aesthetics through close readings of programs
and genres, a method of ‘excavational listening’ that he calls ‘media archaeology . . . the paleontology of
experience.’ Recognizing that we can never hear with historical ears, Verma nonetheless takes radio
programs seriously as art—art about the self, especially—and as evidence of ambient ideas about interiority,
identity, and consciousness.”
(American Quarterly)

“Verma’s study is a valuable text that informs popular literature studies as much as sound, radio and
communication. His exhaustive study of the post Second World War crime and spy genres on US Radio
offers an important adjunct to any school of English. . . . This is a work of exceptional scholarship and will
be a seminal contribution to the history and aesthetics of radio drama in the USA for many years to come.”
(Journal of Adaptation in Film & Performance)

“Verma deftly alternates between close readings of single moments in plays and large-scale interpretations
across entire series to convincingly contend that radio drama was fundamentally imbricated in shaping (in
addition to reflecting) the ways in which Americans apprehended space, time, self, and mind in relation to
domestic and international politics, intimately and publicly, across three decades. . . . Theatre of the Mind
will be of interest to performance, theatre, culture, and media scholars working in the first half of the
twentieth century in the United States. Yet it will also be of interest to scholars and students working far
beyond this geographical and temporal focus for its innovative methodology and elegant, consistent
argumentation.”
(Journal of Dramatic Theory and Criticism)



About the Author

Neil Verma is a Harper Fellow in the Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts and a Collegiate Assistant
Professor in the Humanities at the University of Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary McHugh:

The book Theater of the Mind: Imagination, Aesthetics, and American Radio Drama give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book Theater of the Mind: Imagination, Aesthetics, and American Radio Drama to get your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a e-book Theater of the Mind: Imagination,
Aesthetics, and American Radio Drama. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Frances Barrett:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book
Theater of the Mind: Imagination, Aesthetics, and American Radio Drama. All type of book is it possible to
see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Josefina Smith:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Theater of
the Mind: Imagination, Aesthetics, and American Radio Drama book as beginner and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Regina Wingler:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book



you have read will be Theater of the Mind: Imagination, Aesthetics, and American Radio Drama.
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