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The Last Great Dance on Earth is the triumphant final volume of Sandra
Gulland's beloved trilogy based on the life of Josephine Bonaparte. When the
novel opens, Josephine and Napoleon have been married for four tumultuous
years. Napoleon is Josephine's great love, and she his. But their passionate union
is troubled from within, as Josephine is unable to produce an heir, and from
without, as England makes war against France and Napoleon's Corsican clan
makes war against his wife. Through Josephine's heartfelt diary entries, we
witness the personal betrayals and political intrigues that will finally drive them
apart, culminating in Josephine's greatest tragedy: her divorce from Napoleon
and his exile to Elba. The Last Great Dance on Earth is historical fiction on a
grand scale and the stirring conclusion to an unforgettable love story.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Gulland completes her elaborately detailed Josephine Bonaparte trilogy (The Many Lives and Secret
Sorrows of Josephine B.; Tales of Passion, Tales of Woe), taking up the story in 1800 at Paris's Tuileries
Palace, where 36-year-old Josephine and her younger husband, Napoleon (who has just become France's
First Consul), are desperately trying to conceive. Despite numerous questionable "cures," Josephine remains
barren. Her daughter from her first marriage, Hortense, marries Napoleon's brother and produces a son
Napoleon wishes to adopt in order to establish a hereditary succession. When this plan fails, advisers claim
Napoleon's authority has been weakened. As Napoleon and Josephine rise to power, ultimately being
crowned emperor and empress, Gulland does a remarkable job of showing how rumors and disloyalties
changed the course of history. Under increasing pressure to produce an heir, Napoleon divorces the
heartbroken Josephine, calling the act a noble sacrifice they both must make for the Empire. Napoleon
remarries, and a son is born; soon after, he leaves for his unsuccessful invasion of Russia, his last campaign
before abdication and exile. Josephine dies shortly thereafter, in 1814, ending her life with thoughts of
Napoleon. Florid prose floods the tale, and the diary style of the first-person narrative is limiting, but neither
of these problems seriously handicaps the novel. Gulland brings to life an exciting period in Europe's past
through the eyes of one of its most famous women. The popularity of the first two installments assures an
avid following, but this meticulously researched tale stands alone as a romance of epic proportions. (Nov.)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
In the final installment of her acclaimed Josephine Bonaparte trilogy, Gulland chronicles both the marriage
of Josephine and Napoleon and the rise and fall of Napoleon's vast empire. Recounted strictly from a
woman's point of view, the gripping narrative offers a uniquely feminine perspective on a tumultuous
historical era. An active participant in the momentous events of her day, Josephine bears witness to the
treachery and political intrigue plaguing her husband's controversial reign. Of course, the passionate,
tempestuous relationship between Josephine and Napoleon, two equally remarkable and charismatic
individuals, forms the core of this romantic odyssey. A vividly detailed fictional portrait of one of the most
fascinating women to influence the course of history. Margaret Flanagan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Faith Sullivan author of The Cape Ann In all of time, no love story surpasses that of Napoleon and Josephine.
The Last Great Dance on Earth draws us into the heart and soul of their story, capturing all the agony and
glory.

Robin Maxwell author of The Secret Diary of Anne Boleyn and The Queen's Bastard Riveting....Never has
this near-mythic figure seemed more human.

Margaret George author of The Memoirs of Cleopatra: A Novel Wonderfully evocative of a vanished time
and place. A guilty pleasure -- at each page you say, "just one more" and keep on. Josephine -- what a
woman. What a love! What a life!

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Robert Stewart:

The book The Last Great Dance on Earth can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Last Great Dance on
Earth? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many data for
us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Last Great Dance on Earth
has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Kenneth Grimes:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have
underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then
having chance to stand than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give
you that The Last Great Dance on Earth book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Kimberly Wood:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Last Great Dance on Earth suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era.
The particular book untitled The Last Great Dance on Earthis the main one of several books which everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Evelyn Wiley:

The guide untitled The Last Great Dance on Earth is the book that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of The Last Great Dance on Earth from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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