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This book consists of literal English translations of ten Socratic dialogues that
have been largely neglected for the last century. Although everyone of these
dialogues belongs to the classical canon of Platonic writings and was accepted as
genuine in antiquity, most were condemned as forgeries in the early nineteenth
century?and have remained under a shadow ever since. In his long introductory
essay, Thomas L. Pangle offers a spirited criticism of arguments that have been
adduced to support the view that some of the dialogues are counterfeit and shows
in scrupulous detail why he believes in their authenticity.

Each dialogue is accompanied by an interpretive essay that demonstrates how a
close reading of the dialogue sheds revealing light on the Platonic understanding
of political theory, ethics, aesthetics, and the philosophic way of life as
exemplified by Socrates. The essays include previously published pieces, some
of classic stature, as well as studies written especially for this volume.

Opening an entirely new dimension of Platonic studies, The Roots of Political
Philosophy addresses, in a fresh or unfamiliar perspective, major themes and
puzzles such as: the nature of law, of property, and of acquisitiveness; the
meaning of Socrates' famous "demonic voice"; what is at stake in the poetic
claim to inspiration; and the psychology of the tyrannic as opposed to the
statesmanlike or political personality.

Political scientists, philosophers, classicists, and students who are familiar with
the textual approach associated with Leo Strauss will welcome this book, as will
other readers with an interest in ancient Greek philosophy and political thought.

Contributors and translators: Allan Bloom, Christopher Bruell, Steven Forde,
James Leake, Carnes Lord, James H. Nichols, Clifford Orwin, Thomas L. Pangle,
Leo Strauss, and David Sweet.
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This book consists of literal English translations of ten Socratic dialogues that have been largely neglected
for the last century. Although everyone of these dialogues belongs to the classical canon of Platonic writings
and was accepted as genuine in antiquity, most were condemned as forgeries in the early nineteenth
century?and have remained under a shadow ever since. In his long introductory essay, Thomas L. Pangle
offers a spirited criticism of arguments that have been adduced to support the view that some of the
dialogues are counterfeit and shows in scrupulous detail why he believes in their authenticity.

Each dialogue is accompanied by an interpretive essay that demonstrates how a close reading of the dialogue
sheds revealing light on the Platonic understanding of political theory, ethics, aesthetics, and the philosophic
way of life as exemplified by Socrates. The essays include previously published pieces, some of classic
stature, as well as studies written especially for this volume.

Opening an entirely new dimension of Platonic studies, The Roots of Political Philosophy addresses, in a
fresh or unfamiliar perspective, major themes and puzzles such as: the nature of law, of property, and of
acquisitiveness; the meaning of Socrates' famous "demonic voice"; what is at stake in the poetic claim to
inspiration; and the psychology of the tyrannic as opposed to the statesmanlike or political personality.

Political scientists, philosophers, classicists, and students who are familiar with the textual approach
associated with Leo Strauss will welcome this book, as will other readers with an interest in ancient Greek
philosophy and political thought.

Contributors and translators: Allan Bloom, Christopher Bruell, Steven Forde, James Leake, Carnes Lord,
James H. Nichols, Clifford Orwin, Thomas L. Pangle, Leo Strauss, and David Sweet.
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Editorial Review

Review

The [commentaries] are not line-by-line explanations of the text, but essays which explain the dialogues,
closely following the development of arguments and comparing similar ideas found elsewhere in the Platonic
corpus. They are insightful and thought-provoking…The editorial purpose is clearly to present a modern
translation for readers with no Greek and a dependable translation for scholars unwilling or unable to deal
always with the original text. Footnotes explain significant text variants and provide helpful historical
information. An especially good introduction by the editor deals with the authenticity of the opuscula. Roots
is a valuable document for both serious and casual students of Platonic philosophy. ?Religious Studies
Review (October, 1988)

Language Notes
Text: English, Greek (translation)

About the Author

Thomas L. Pangle is Joe R. Long Chair in Democratic Studies in the Department of Government and Co-
Director of the Thomas Jefferson Center for the Study of Core Texts and Ideas at the University of Texas at
Austin. He is the author of many books, most recently Aristotle's Teaching in The Politics, and editor of
books including The Roots of Political Philosophy: Ten Forgotten Socratic Dialogues, also from Cornell.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roberta Bourland:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Roots of Political Philosophy: Ten
Forgotten Socratic Dialogues (Agora Editions) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Florence Taylor:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try



look for book, may be the publication untitled The Roots of Political Philosophy: Ten Forgotten Socratic
Dialogues (Agora Editions) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Curtis Tyson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is The Roots of Political Philosophy: Ten Forgotten Socratic Dialogues (Agora
Editions) this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suited all of you.

Beth Call:

This The Roots of Political Philosophy: Ten Forgotten Socratic Dialogues (Agora Editions) is brand-new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this The Roots of Political Philosophy: Ten Forgotten Socratic Dialogues (Agora Editions) can be
the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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