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Winner of the American Academy of Arts and Letters' Sue Kaufman Prize for
First Fiction and of the Ernest Hemingway Foundation's Citation for Fiction. An
eleven-year-old heroine tells her unforgettable story with honesty, perceptivity,
humor, and unselfconscious heroism. "The honesty of thought and eye and
feeling and word!"--Eudora Welty; "A lovely, breathtaking, sometimes heart-
wrenching first novel."--Walker Percy. A LITERARY GUILD SELECTION.
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Winner of the American Academy of Arts and Letters Sue Kaufman Prize for First Fiction and of the Ernest
Hemingway Foundation's Citation for Fiction. An eleven-year-old heroine tells her unforgettable story with
honesty, perceptivity, humor, and unselfconscious heroism. " The honesty of thought and eye and feeling and
word!"--Eudora Welty; "A lovely, breathtaking, sometimes heart-wrenching first novel."--Walker Percy. A
LITERARY GUILD SELECTION.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Oprah Book Club® Selection, October 1997: Kaye Gibbons is awriter who brings a short story sensibility
to her novels. Rather than take advantage of the novel's longer form to paint her visions in broad, sweeping
strokes, Gibbons prefers to concentrate on just one corner of the canvas and only afew colorsto produce her
small masterpieces. In Gibbons's case, her canvas is the American South and her colors are all the shades of

gray.

In Ellen Foster, the title character is an 11-year-old orphan who refersto herself as"old Ellen," an
appellation that is disturbingly apt. Ellen is an old woman in a child's body; her frail, unhappy mother dies,
her abusive father alternately neglects her and makes advances on her, and she is shuttled from one uncaring
relative's home to another before she finally takes matters into her own hands and finds herself a place to
belong. There is something almost Dickensian about Ellen's tribulations; like Oliver Twist, David
Copperfield or a host of other literary child heroes, Ellenis at the mercy of predatory adults, with only her
own wit and courage--and the occasional kindness of others--to help her through. That she does, in fact,
survive her childhood and even rise above it is the book's bittersweet victory.

From Publishers Weekly

The appealing, eponymous, 11-year-old orphan heroine of this Southern-focused debut survives appalling
situations until she finds safe harbor in a good foster home. "Some readers will find the recital of Ellen's
woes mawkishly sentimental,” PW remarked, "but for others it may be a perfect summer read.”

Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Ellen Foster is the often heart-wrenching tale of an 11-year-old girl who loses her dearly loved mother
through suicide and is | eft to coexist with her alcoholic father. "Old Ellen," as the protagonist refers to
herself, is atough but tender young soul, determined and wise beyond her years. Initially, she is resourceful
enough to ferret out money for necessities, but eventually she becomes fearful for her safety and runs away
to live with her art teacher. When a court decides she can no longer remain there, Ellen is briefly shuttled
between uncaring relatives but eventually triumphs in finding a"new mamma." Gibbons has produced a
warm and caring first novel about a backwoods child persevering through hard times to establish anew and
satisfying identity. It iswritten with the freshness of a child but the wisdom of an adult. Kimberly G. Allen,
Supreme Court Lib., Washington, D.C.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michad Vines:

This book untitled Ellen Foster to be one of several books which best seller in thisyear, that is because when
you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit init. Y ou will easily to buy this specific book in the book
shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this reserve from your list.



L auren Smith:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especidly fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Ellen Foster, you can tells your family, friends and al so soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a book.

Stella Neal:

This Ellen Foster is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who else
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data
accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentencesinside it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Ellen Foster in your hand like finding the
world inyour arm, datain it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that will?

Abigail Shelton:

Asascholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this Ellen Foster can make you really feel more interested to read.
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