
Bangkok Hard Time: The Surreal True Story
of How a WesternTeenager Came of Age in
1960s Bangkok, Turned International Drug
Smuggler and Walked the Prison Yards of
Thailand’s Notorious Bangkok Hilton

By Jon Cole

Bangkok Hard Time: The Surreal True Story of How a WesternTeenager
Came of Age in 1960s Bangkok, Turned International Drug Smuggler and
Walked the Prison Yards of Thailand’s Notorious Bangkok Hilton By Jon
Cole

It is 1967 Bangkok, the Summer of Love, and for teenager Jon Cole, son of a US
Green Beret colonel serving in the Vietnam War, life as a young Westerner in the
City of Angels is sweeter than mangoes on sticky rice with coconut milk ... until
he is introduced to the infamous House of Lek. Drawn to the underbelly of
Bangkok, the International School Bangkok pupil soon discovers ganja, opium
and the two-dollar bordellos. What follows is a surreal but true story of one
Westerner's relationship with Thailand spanning four decades. A drug habit
picked up at the House of Lek with schoolmates and GIs on R&R from Vietnam
leads to a lucrative career as a drug smuggler, a nasty smack habit and,
ultimately, a long stretch inside Bangkok's notorious prison, the "Bangkok
Hilton". At the heart of Jon's account of his misspent youth in Thailand and his
subsequent life inside Klong Prem prison is a Thai-Style acceptance of the
consequences of his own karma and a desire to expose the fallacy that
Westerners are mistreated in Thai prisons.  
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Editorial Review

From the Author

I had to wait for various statutes of limitation to run out until I could release publication.
All events and characters are real..The dialogue is of course not word for word, but basically is close to what
was likely said. Most tales of gratuitous sex and mindless violence, that indeed transpired, was not included
since graphic details made it read like pulp fiction and lent little to the intended message.   
The Thai language version of the book is soon to be released.
 The movie rights have been optioned to Irene Miracle of "Midnight Express" fame. Filming in Thailand
begins.            

About the Author
Born in 1950 in Little Rock, Arkansas, as the eldest son of a US Army officer, the author was raised on three
continents from Europe to Asia and over half a dozen American US military posts in between. A highschool
graduate of The International School Bangkok '68 . 
An award-winning jewelry designer now retired and living in the the foothills of Arkansas' Ozark Mountains,
this is his first publication, which was written specifically as an amends-making exercise and as a tribute to
the people of Thailand

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eva Velasco:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Bangkok Hard Time: The Surreal True Story
of How a WesternTeenager Came of Age in 1960s Bangkok, Turned International Drug Smuggler and
Walked the Prison Yards of Thailand’s Notorious Bangkok Hilton. All type of book would you see on many
options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Thomas Stewart:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that Bangkok Hard Time: The
Surreal True Story of How a WesternTeenager Came of Age in 1960s Bangkok, Turned International Drug
Smuggler and Walked the Prison Yards of Thailand’s Notorious Bangkok Hilton book as nice and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.



Geraldine Carlson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Bangkok Hard Time: The Surreal True
Story of How a WesternTeenager Came of Age in 1960s Bangkok, Turned International Drug Smuggler and
Walked the Prison Yards of Thailand’s Notorious Bangkok Hilton reserve written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still skepticism Bangkok Hard Time: The Surreal True Story of How a WesternTeenager
Came of Age in 1960s Bangkok, Turned International Drug Smuggler and Walked the Prison Yards of
Thailand’s Notorious Bangkok Hilton as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is
one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Elsie Wallace:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Bangkok Hard Time: The Surreal True Story of How a WesternTeenager
Came of Age in 1960s Bangkok, Turned International Drug Smuggler and Walked the Prison Yards of
Thailand’s Notorious Bangkok Hilton was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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