
Emma Donoghue: Selected Plays

By Emma Donoghue

Emma Donoghue: Selected Plays By Emma Donoghue

Kissing the Witch

Adapted from her book of thirteen revisionist fairy tales of the same name, this
play interweaves four classic plots – Beauty and the Beast, Donkeyskin, the
Goose Girl, the Little Mermaid – with an invented one about a desperate girl
going to a witch for help. Kissing the Witch finds the gritty in the fantastical, and
excavates magic to find what’s really going on.

Trespasses

Set over three days in 1661, Trespasses is inspired by the judge’s own account of
one of the tiny handful of witch trials that ever took place in Ireland. It asks why
a servant girl who fell into fits would have put the blame on an old beggarwoman
– but also, more timeless questions about the clashing cultures that have to share
a small island country. Trespasses is about faith and superstition, politics and
class, sadism and love.

Ladies and Gentlemen

This play with songs, set mostly in the dressing rooms of busy vaudeville theatres
all over North America, was inspired by a real same-sex wedding that took place
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 1886. It resurrects a ragtag troupe of emigrants –
most notably, male impersonator Annie Hindle, ‘a man’s widow and a woman’s
widower’, as the tabloids called her. With a light touch, Ladies and Gentleman
explores the ways we perform our roles, both on and off stage.

I Know My Own Heart
Inspired by the secret coded diaries of Yorkshire gentlewoman Anne Lister, this
play subverts all the conventions of Regency romance. Teasing out the entangled
lives of mannish, arrogant Lister (nicknamed ‘Gentleman Jack’) and three of her
many lovers, I Know My Own Heart explores the different choices women made
in a time of limits and prohibitions.

Don’t Die Wondering

When a restaurant cook loses her job because of a homophobic customer, she
mounts a one-woman picket in protest. The police officer assigned to protect her
is her nemesis from schooldays. This one-act comedy, set in a fictional small
town, stages a battle between old and new elements of Irish culture.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Emma Donoghue is an Irish-born playwright, literary historian and novelist now living in Canada. Her 2010
novel Room was a finalist for the Man Booker Prize and an international bestseller. Donoghue's 1995 novel
Hood won the Stonewall Book Award and Slammerkin (2000) won the Ferro-Grumley Award for Lesbian
Fiction. Her latest novel, Frog Music, was published in 2014. Emma is currently adapting Room for the
stage.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Vazquez:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Emma Donoghue:
Selected Plays is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Barbara Gunter:

The reason? Because this Emma Donoghue: Selected Plays is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Eldon Hall:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Emma
Donoghue: Selected Plays which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.



Teresa Dawkins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled
update of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Emma Donoghue: Selected Plays when you required it?
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