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From the #1 New York Times bestselling author behind the acclaimed Starz series
The White Queen comes the story of lady-in-waiting Margaret Pole and her
unique view of King Henry VIII’s stratospheric rise to power in Tudor England.

As an heir to the Plantagenets, Margaret is seen by the King’s mother, the Red
Queen, as a rival to the Tudor claim to the throne. She is buried in marriage to a
Tudor supporter—Sir Richard Pole, governor of Wales—and becomes guardian
to Arthur, the young Prince of Wales, and his beautiful bride, Katherine of
Aragon.

But Margaret’s destiny, as cousin to the White Princess, is not for a life in the
shadows. Tragedy throws her into poverty, yet a royal death restores her to her
place at young Henry VIII’s court where she becomes chief lady-in-waiting to
Queen Katherine. There she watches the dominance of the Spanish queen over
her husband and her tragic decline.

Amid the rapid deterioration of the Tudor court, Margaret must choose whether
her allegiance is to the increasingly tyrannical Henry VIII or to her beloved
queen. Caught between the old and the new, Margaret must find her own way,
concealing her knowledge that an old curse cast upon all the Tudors is slowly
coming true...
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Editorial Review

Review
“Gregory’s fans will recognize Margaret from ‘The White Princess,’ but the character comes into her own in
‘The King’s Curse’ as a multifaceted, ultimately sympathetic character. . . . The book . . . moves smoothly
toward its harrowing finish. It is one of Gregory’s best efforts yet.” (Roanoke Times)

“The book’s greatest strength is its first-hand, fascinating yet horrifying view of Henry VIII’s transition from
handsome young prince to monstrous tyrant. . . . Gregory takes us beyond the seductive trappings of
historical detail and makes us feel the terror of what living through that turbulent period might have been
like.”—Miami Herald

“Without a doubt, Gregory has made another powerful addition to the genre (so much so that I hesitate to
even call it historical fiction). This historian’s extensive knowledge of the English monarchy truly brings this
famous story to life.”—The Sun-News (Myrtle Beach)

“An excellent addition to the Tudor royalty genre, not only for its unique perspective, but also the easy flow
of the narrative and the intriguing complexities of characters’ personalities.”—Historical Novel Society

“[A] gripping and detailed chronicle, with plenty of court intrigue and politics to spice up the action . . . .
Highly recommended.” —Library Journal (starred review)

“Nobody does dynastic history like Gregory.” (Booklist)

"Gregory manages to keep us in suspense as to what will befall her characters....Under [her] spell, we keep
hoping history won't repeat itself.” (Kirkus Reviews)

"An illuminating portrait. . . Gregory moves confidently through a tangle of intrigue, revenge, and tyranny
toward a shocking betrayal." (Publishers Weekly)

"Loyalties are torn, paranoia festers and you can almost hear the bray of royal trumpets as the period springs
to life. It’s a bloody irresistible read." (People Magazine, on The White Princess)

"Bring on the blood, sex and tears! . . . You name it, it's all here." (USA Today, on The White Princess)

“This rich tapestry brings to vivid life the court of Henry and Elizabeth. Meticulously drawn characters with
a seamless blending of historical fact and fiction combine in a page-turning epic of a story. Tudor-fiction
fans can never get enough, and they will snap this one up.” (Library Journal (starred review), on The White
Princess)

"The White Princess features one of the more intriguing theories about the possible fate of the princes." (The
Washington Post, on The White Princess)

“The queen of royal fiction.” (USA Today)

“Sexy…Scandalous…Smart.” (Redbook)



“There's no question that she is the best at what she does.” (Associated Press)

“Philippa Gregory turns real-life historical royalty into royally entertaining novels.” (Time)

“If only grade-school history books were written so vividly.” (Entertainment Weekly)

“In thoroughly researched, wonderfully realized settings, she can make a period come alive.” (The Boston
Globe)

“Gregory ... always delivers the goods.” (New York Post)

"Gorgeous fun." (New York Daily News)

“Margaret’s story is shocking, deeply moving and offers an alternative view on a much-told tale. Gregory is
on form here; her depiction of Henry VIII’s transformation from indulged golden boy to sinister tyrant is
perfectly pitched and seems more horrific still when we are made intimate witnesses to the devastation of
Margaret’s family. . . . I defy anyone to remain dry-eyed as the story reaches its tragic denouement.”—The
Sunday Express (UK)

“Infuses vitality into an oft-forgotten player in the aftermath of the War of the Roses—Margaret Poole,
heiress to the defeated Plantagenet clan.”—Closer

About the Author
Philippa Gregory is the author of many bestselling novels, including The Other Boleyn Girl, and is a
recognized authority on women’s history. Her Cousins’ War novels are the basis for the critically acclaimed
STARZ miniseries The White Queen. Her most recent novel is Three Sisters, Three Queens. She graduated
from the University of Sussex and received a PhD from the University of Edinburgh, where she is a Regent.
She holds two honorary degrees from Teesside University and the University of Sussex. She is a fellow of
the Universities of Sussex and Cardiff and was awarded the 2016 Harrogate Festival Award for Contribution
to Historical Fiction. She welcomes visitors to her website, PhilippaGregory.com.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
The King’s Curse

WESTMINSTER PALACE, LONDON, 29 NOVEMBER 1499

In the moment of waking I am innocent, my conscience clear of any wrongdoing. In that first dazed moment,
as my eyes open, I have no thoughts; I am only a smooth-skinned, tightly muscled young body, a woman of
twenty-six, slowly waking with joy to life. I have no sense of my immortal soul, I have no sense of sin or
guilt. I am so deliciously, lazily sleepy that I hardly know who I am.

Slowly, I open my eyes and realize that the light coming through the shutters means that it is late in the
morning. As I stretch out, luxuriously, like a waking cat, I remember that I was exhausted when I fell asleep
and now I feel rested and well. And then, all in a moment, as if reality had suddenly tumbled down on my
head like glossy-sealed denouncements from a high shelf, I remember that I am not well, that nothing is well,
that this is the morning I hoped would never come; for this morning I cannot deny my deadly name: I am the
heir of royal blood, and my brother—guilty as I am guilty—is dead.



My husband, sitting on the side of my bed, is fully dressed in his red velvet waistcoat, his jacket making him
bulky and wide, his gold chain of office as chamberlain to the Prince of Wales splayed over his broad chest.
Slowly, I realize he has been waiting for me to wake, his face crumpled with worry. “Margaret?”

“Don’t say anything,” I snap like a child, as if stopping the words will delay the facts, and I turn away from
him into the pillow.

“You must be brave,” he says hopelessly. He pats my shoulder as if I were a sick hound puppy. “You must
be brave.”

I don’t dare to shrug him off. He is my husband, I dare not offend him. He is my only refuge. I am buried in
him, my name hidden in his. I am cut off from my title as sharply as if my name had been beheaded and
rolled away into a basket.

Mine is the most dangerous name in England: Plantagenet, and once I carried it proudly, like a crown. Once I
was Margaret Plantagenet of York, niece of two kings, the brothers Edward IV and Richard III, and the third
brother was my father, George, Duke of Clarence. My mother was the wealthiest woman in England and the
daughter of a man so great that they called him “Kingmaker.” My brother, Teddy, was named by our uncle,
King Richard, as heir to the throne of England, and between us—Teddy and me—we commanded the love
and the loyalty of half the kingdom. We were the noble Warwick orphans, saved from fate, snatched from
the witchy grip of the white queen, raised in the royal nursery at Middleham Castle by Queen Anne herself,
and nothing, nothing in the world was too good or too rich or too rare for us.

But when King Richard was killed, we went overnight from being the heirs to the throne to becoming
pretenders, survivors of the old royal family, while a usurper took the throne. What should be done with the
York princesses? What should be done with the Warwick heirs? The Tudors, mother and son, had the answer
prepared. We would all be married into obscurity, wedded to shadows, hidden in wedlock. So now I am safe,
cut down by degrees, until I am small enough to conceal under a poor knight’s name in a little manor in the
middle of England where land is cheap and there is nobody who would ride into battle for the promise of my
smile at the cry of “À Warwick!”.

I am Lady Pole. Not a princess, not a duchess, not even a countess, just the wife of a humble knight, stuffed
into obscurity like an embroidered emblem into a forgotten clothes chest. Margaret Pole, young pregnant
wife to Sir Richard Pole, and I have already given him three children, two of them boys. One is Henry,
named sycophantically for the new king, Henry VII, and one is Arthur, named ingratiatingly for his son
Prince Arthur, and I have a daughter, Ursula. I was allowed to call a mere girl whatever I wanted, so I named
her for a saint who chose death rather than be married to a stranger and forced to take his name. I doubt that
anyone has observed this small rebellion of mine; I certainly hope not.

But my brother could not be rechristened by marriage. Whoever he married, however lowly she was, she
could not change his name as my husband has changed mine. He would still hold the title Earl of Warwick,
he would still answer to Edward Plantagenet, he would still be the true heir to the throne of England. When
they raised his standard (and someone, sooner or later, was bound to raise his standard) half of England
would turn out just for that haunting flicker of white embroidery, the white rose. That is what they call him:
“the White Rose.”

So since they could not take his name from him, they took his fortune and his lands. Then they took his
liberty, packing him away like a forgotten banner, among other worthless things, into the Tower of London,
among traitors and debtors and fools. But though he had no servants, no lands, no castle, no education, still



my brother had his name, my name. Still Teddy had his title, my grandfather’s title. Still he was Earl of
Warwick, the White Rose, heir to the Plantagenet throne, a living constant reproach to the Tudors, who
captured that throne and now call it their own. They took him into the darkness when he was a little boy of
eleven and they did not bring him out until he was a man of twenty-four. He had not felt meadow grass under
his feet for thirteen years. Then he walked out of the Tower, perhaps enjoying the smell of the rain on the
wet earth, perhaps listening to the seagulls crying over the river, perhaps hearing beyond the high walls of
the Tower the shouts and laughter of free men, free Englishmen, his subjects. With a guard on either side of
him, he walked across the drawbridge and up to Tower Hill, knelt before the block, and put his head down as
if he deserved to die, as if he were willing to die; and they beheaded him.

That happened yesterday. Just yesterday. It rained all day. There was a tremendous storm, as if the sky was
raging against cruelty, rain pouring down like grief, so that when they told me, as I stood beside my cousin
the queen in her beautifully appointed rooms, we closed the shutters against the darkness as if we did not
want to see the rain that on Tower Hill was washing blood into the gutter, my brother’s blood, my blood,
royal blood.

“Try to be brave,” my husband murmurs again. “Think of the baby. Try not to be afraid.”

“I’m not afraid.” I twist my head to speak over my shoulder. “I don’t have to try to be brave. I have nothing
to fear. I know that I am safe with you.”

He hesitates. He does not want to remind me that perhaps I do still have something to fear. Perhaps even his
lowly estate is not humble enough to keep me safe. “I meant, try not to show your grief . . .”

“Why not?” It comes out as a childish wail. “Why shouldn’t I? Why shouldn’t I grieve? My brother, my only
brother, is dead! Beheaded like a traitor when he was innocent as a child. Why should I not grieve?”

“Because they won’t like it,” he says simply.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Christensen:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The King's Curse
(The Plantagenet and Tudor Novels). All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Eric Ballentine:

Here thing why this kind of The King's Curse (The Plantagenet and Tudor Novels) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The King's Curse (The Plantagenet and Tudor Novels) giving



you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that
similar with The King's Curse (The Plantagenet and Tudor Novels). It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The King's Curse (The
Plantagenet and Tudor Novels) in e-book can be your choice.

Stephen Beatty:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The King's Curse
(The Plantagenet and Tudor Novels) suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The actual book untitled The King's Curse (The Plantagenet and Tudor Novels)is a single of several
books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this
book.

Mary Varnum:

This The King's Curse (The Plantagenet and Tudor Novels) is great e-book for you because the content
which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The King's Curse (The Plantagenet and Tudor Novels) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt in which?
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