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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Video pornography has been a staple of gay male culture for decades, but there is little written about the
people who perform or produce this entertainment. Charles Isherwood has written a modern tragedy about
the life and death of porn star Joey Stefano. After arapid climb to the top, Stefano died of an overdose at age
26. Isherwood is agood reporter who holds no illusions about the porn industry. Ecstasy and Wonder
Bread is both a hard-hitting exposé of an industry that uses people up and then spits them out and a
sympathetic portrait of ayoung man whose desire for attention and fame was equaled only by hisinability to

say no.

From Publishers Weekly

Though it was ruled accidental, the drug-related death of 26-year-old gay porn star Joey Stefano?ne Nicholas
lacona?garnered attention from the tabloid press and prompted a television talk-show host to ask whether the
sex industry was to blame. Isherwood writes in defense of the industry, and as a partial response to the
accusations traces Stefano's life through a stereotypically troubled upbringing in Pennsylvaniathat
culminated in his sporadically successful careersin dancing, prostitution and Los Angeles's pornographic
film industry. This last achievement was unheard of at the time, specifically because the young superstar was
a"bottom" 2defined by the author as "the passive performer in anal sex, the active onein oral"?and it was
believed that gay audiences preferred "tops," or more "masculine” performers. Stefano's career peaked when
he won the Best Actor AV N, the industry's equivalent to the Oscar, for his performance in More of aMan,
but then his popularity faded. Coupled with this was his knowledge that he was HIV positive, and Stefano
increasingly numbed himself with avariety of drugsincluding Ecstasy and Special K (ketamine). In hisfirst
book, Isherwood struggles to abjectively report these events, providing a brief overview of the inner
workings of the gay pornographic film business. This makes up somewhat for the lack of personal
information on Stefano that would have enriched this account. Otherwise, much of the story is better suited
to afeature-length article.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stacey Lawrence:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Wonder Bread & Ecstasy:
The Life and Death of Joey Stefano. All type of book would you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Clark Abeyta:

The actual book Wonder Bread & Ecstasy: The Life and Death of Joey Stefano will bring one to the new



experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Wonder Bread & Ecstasy: The Life and Death of
Joey Stefano is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site,
SO you can easier to read the book.

Helene Ander son:

The actual book Wonder Bread & Ecstasy: The Life and Death of Joey Stefano has alot of knowledge onit.
So when you read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after looking over this book.

Mark York:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the book Wonder Bread & Ecstasy: The Life and
Death of Joey Stefano to make your own reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to seeit and mingle the
sensation about book and reading especialy. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to available a book
and go through it. Beside that the e-book Wonder Bread & Ecstasy: The Life and Death of Joey Stefano can
to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
that time.
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