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This revised edition of Patrick Baert's widely acclaimed Social Theory in the
Twentieth Century, now benefitting from the collaboration of Filipe Carreira da
Silva has been brought right up-to-date with cutting-edge developments in social
theory today. It offers an easy-to-read but provocative account of the
development of social theory, covering a range of key figures and classic schools
of thought. The authors bridge the gap between philosophy and social theory,
locating the theoretical views of individuals such as Michel Foucault, Anthony
Giddens and Jürgen Habermas within wider historical traditions.

The revised edition includes new material on French pragmatist sociology and
cultural sociology, and on contemporary social thinkers such as Zygmunt
Bauman, Ulrich Beck, Manuel Castells, Randall Collins, Michael Mann, Saskia
Sassen and Theda Skocpol. The authors conclude with a bold, new pragmatist
agenda for social theory and the social sciences.

Written in a lively style, and avoiding jargon, Social Theory in the Twentieth
Century and Beyond is aimed at students who wish to gain an understanding of
the main debates and dilemmas driving social theory. Like its predecessor, it will
be a standard introduction to modern social theory for students in sociology,
politics and anthropology.
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This revised edition of Patrick Baert's widely acclaimed Social Theory in the Twentieth Century, now
benefitting from the collaboration of Filipe Carreira da Silva has been brought right up-to-date with cutting-
edge developments in social theory today. It offers an easy-to-read but provocative account of the
development of social theory, covering a range of key figures and classic schools of thought. The authors
bridge the gap between philosophy and social theory, locating the theoretical views of individuals such as
Michel Foucault, Anthony Giddens and Jürgen Habermas within wider historical traditions.

The revised edition includes new material on French pragmatist sociology and cultural sociology, and on
contemporary social thinkers such as Zygmunt Bauman, Ulrich Beck, Manuel Castells, Randall Collins,
Michael Mann, Saskia Sassen and Theda Skocpol. The authors conclude with a bold, new pragmatist agenda
for social theory and the social sciences.

Written in a lively style, and avoiding jargon, Social Theory in the Twentieth Century and Beyond is aimed at
students who wish to gain an understanding of the main debates and dilemmas driving social theory. Like its
predecessor, it will be a standard introduction to modern social theory for students in sociology, politics and
anthropology.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Baert and da Silva lay out very clearly a history of social theory, and how that history is being re-thought,
updated and canonised by contemporary theories. In their new chapter, they link theories of the global city,
globalization and modernity with their contemporary and historical contexts. As such it is a well-marshalled
and accessible introduction to the subject."
Kelvingrove Review

"The new edition is an outstanding book. The coverage is comprehensive, the lines of thought and exposition
are clear, and the level of discussion is very high yet remarkably lively and accessible. It has an underlying
intellectual seriousness and engagement which shines out through the individual chapters, and the authors'
unwillingness to make do with secondary analyses and received ideas gives it a strength and freshness of
approach which is extremely welcome. It is a very worthwhile update to an exceptionally valuable book."
William Outhwaite, Newcastle University

"Modern social theory is complex, diverse and difficult. Baert and Carreira da Silva are to be warmly
congratulated for creating a clear and comprehensive framework that makes lucid sense of this theoretical
complexity. The result is a sure but sophisticated overview of contemporary social thought. A judicious
guide, it is an indispensable aid for students seeking an understanding of the social world."
Bryan S. Turner, Wellesley College

 

From the Back Cover
This revised edition of Patrick Baert's widely acclaimed Social Theory in the Twentieth Century, now
benefitting from the collaboration of Filipe Carreira da Silva has been brought right up-to-date with cutting-
edge developments in social theory today. It offers an easy-to-read but provocative account of the
development of social theory, covering a range of key figures and classic schools of thought. The authors
bridge the gap between philosophy and social theory, locating the theoretical views of individuals such as
Michel Foucault, Anthony Giddens and Jürgen Habermas within wider historical traditions.

The revised edition includes new material on actor-network theory, French pragmatist sociology and cultural
sociology, and discusses contemporary social thinker such as Zygmunt Bauman, Ulrich Beck, Manuel
Castells, Randall Collins, Michael Mann, Saskia Sassen and Theda Skocpol. The authors conclude with a
bold, new pragmatist agenda for social theory and the social sciences.

Written in a lively style, and avoiding jargon, Social Theory in the Twentieth Century and Beyond is aimed at
students who wish to gain an understanding of the main debates and dilemmas driving social theory. Like its
predecessor, it will be a standard introduction to modern social theory for students in sociology, politics and
anthropology.

About the Author



Patrick Baert is Senior Lecturer at University of Cambridge and Fellow of Selwyn College, Cambridge.

Filipe Carreira Da Silva is Research Fellow at Institute of Social Sciences, University of Lisbon.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marni Elliott:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Social Theory in the Twentieth Century and
Beyond. Try to face the book Social Theory in the Twentieth Century and Beyond as your friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Barbara Bell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Social Theory in the
Twentieth Century and Beyond? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Harry Dwyer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Social Theory in
the Twentieth Century and Beyond book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Michael Marchant:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer may be Social Theory in the Twentieth Century and Beyond why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is



usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick
up this book.
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